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D E C R E E
APPOINTING FEBRUARY n t h  FOR THE FEAST OF THE BLESSED 
MARTYR, FRANCIS REGIS CLET; APPROVING HIS OFFICE, 
AND ESTABLISHING IT UNDER THE RITE OF DOUBLE MAJOR.
S. C.. R , NOVEMBER 24, 1900.
For the Congregation of the Mission.
Recently, the Apostolic See solemnly decreed and be­
stowed upon the Venerable Francis Clet, Priest of the 
Mission, martyred in China for the Catholic faith, the hon­
ors rendered to the Blessed in Heaven. Rev. Augustine 
Venexiana, Priest of the Mission; Pro-Postulator of the 
Cause of said Martyr, addressed to Our Most Holy Father, 
Pope Leo X II I .,  earnest solicitations that he would vouch­
safe to approve the Office of the Blessed M artyr; namely,
1 he Lessons of the second nocturn, the Prayers to be in­
serted in the Mass of the Common of one Martyr, and the 
Eulogium to be inserted in the Martyrology of his Con­
gregation ; moreover, he requested that the faculty of an­
nually celebrating the feast of Blessed Clet on February 
17th, under the rite of double major, be granted to all the 
Sons of Saint Vincent and to the Sisters of Charity.
The Most Eminent and Reverend Cardinal Gaetan Aloisi 
Masella, Reporter, having, according to custom, proposed
Congregationis Missionis.
Ab Apostolica Sede nuperrime Beatorum Ccelitum honoribus solemniter 
decretis ac tributis Venerabili Francisco Clet sacerdoti e Congregatione 
Missionis, qui pro fide catholica in Sinis Martyr occubuit: Rmus Dnus 
Augustinus Veneziani sodalis Vincentianus ac Pro-Postulator causse ipsi- 
usmet Beati Martyris, Sanctissimum Dominum Nostrum Leonem Papam 
XIII, iteratis precibus rogavit, u t Oflicium seu Lectiones secundi Nocturni 
a-tque Orationes in Missa de Communi unius Martyris necnon elogium 
Martyrologio pro suamet Congregatione inserendum, benigne approbare 
d ignare tu r: facta insuper potestate festum Beati Francisci Clet die 17 
Februarii quotannis recoleudi sub ritu  duplici majori ab universis sodali- 
bus Vincentianis et Puellis Caritatis. Quum vero exhibitum Oflicium cum
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the Office, Mass, and the Eulogium, in the ordinary assem­
bly of the Sacred Congregation of Rites, at the session field 
in the Vatican on the day hereafter indicated, the Most 
Eminent and Reverend Fathers, guardians of the Sacred 
Rites, after having maturely considered all things, and 
iaken tiie advice of the Rev. John Baptist Lugari, Promo­
ter of the Holy Faith, replied: Granted, and sent to the 
Most Eminent Ponent and to the Promoter of the Faith. 
November 17, 1900.
Finally, the Office proposed, the Mass, and the Eulogi­
um, having been duly revised, and the report of the same 
having been made by said Rev. Father, Promoter of the 
Holy Faith, to Our Most Holy Father, Pope Leo X I I I . ,  
His Holiness ratified the sentence of the Congregation; 
deigning to approve the Office, Mass, and Eulogium, such 
as. they are found annexed to this Decree; permitting the 
use thereof for the feast of the Blessed Martyr, Francis 
Clet, every year on the day appointed, under the rite of 
double major, throughout the Congregation ef the Mission, 
and among the Sisters of Charity—the rubrics being ob­
served. All things to the contrary, notwithstanding.
24th of said month and year.
D., Cardinal F e b r a t a , Prefect.
D., P a n i c i , Archbishop of Laodicea, Secretary.
Missa atque Elogium ab Emo et Rmo Dno Cardinali Caietaeo Aloisio 
Masella Relatore, propositum fuerit de more in ordinariis Sacrorum 
Rituum Comitiis, subsignata die ad Vaticanum habitis, Emi et Rmi Patres 
sacris tuendis Ritibus propositi, omnibus mature perpensis, auditoque B. 
P. D. Joanne Baptista Lugari, S. Fidei Promotore, rescribendum censue- 
ru n t: P ro  gratia et ad Emurn Ponentem cum Promctore Fidei. D ie l t  
Novembris 1900.
Propositi demum Officii, Missae atque elogii revisione legitime peracta 
suisque omnibus Sanctissimo Domino Nostro Leoni Papse XIII, per enm- 
dem R. P. D. sanctas fidei Promotorem fideliter relatis : Sanctitas sua 
sententiam sacri ipsius Consilii ratam habuit atque Officium, Missam ac 
Elogium pro ut huic praejacent Decreto, approbare digaata est, eaque
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X V II  F E B R U A R Y
FEAST
O F  B LESSED  FR A N G IS C L E T , M A R TY R
Double Major.
M a ss: I n virlute tua, Common of one Martyr, no ta  
Bishop; with the exception of the following prayers and 
the Gospe!: Si quis null, of. the Mass Sacerdotes, Common 
of a M artyr, Bishop.
CO LLECT,
O G o d ,  who, after his multiplied labors for the salvation 
of souls, hast adorned Blessed Francis with the glory of 
martyrdom, graciously vouchsafe, that by his intercession 
and example, faithfully serving Thee, we may obtain the 
eternal reward: Through our Lord J e s i j s  C h r i s t ,  Thy 
Son, who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unitv of 
the Holy Ghost, world without end Amen.
adhibenda concessit in festo Beati Francisci Clet Martyris, sub ritu  majori 
quòtannis enuntiata die recolendo ab universa Congregatione Missionis et 
Puellis a Caritate, servatis Rubricis. Contrariis non obstantibus quibus- 
cumque. Die 24 iisdem mense et anno.
D. Card. F e r r a t a ,  Pròzf.
(L o c u s f  Sigilli.)
D. P a n i c i ,  Archiep. Laodicen. Secret *
D IE '17 FEBRUARII
IN FESTO 
’BEA TI FRANCISCI CLET, M A RT.
Duplex ma ju s .
Missa In virtute tua de comm, unius Mart, non Pont, prceter orat. seq. £t 
Evangel. Si quis vult, ut in M usa  Sacerdotes de Comm, unius Mart. Pont.
ORATIO
Deus qui beatum Franciscum, post diuturnos pro salute animarum 
1*
5
et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 8, No. 2
Published by Via Sapientiae, 1901
— 134 —
S e c r e t .
Give ear, O Lord, to our supplications; and through the 
intercession of Blessed Francis, Thy Martyr, grant that we 
may approach Thy Holy Mysteries with such fervor as to 
obtain the same fortitude of soul which he derived there­
from .
POST COM MUNION.
O Lord, by the operation of this Mystery, confirm Thy 
servants in the confession of that faith for which Blessed 
Francis did not hesitate to shed his blood: who livest and 
reignest for ever and ever.
FO R T H E  F IR S T  N OCT U R N  
Lessons from the Scripture occurring.
F O R  T H E  SECOND N O CTURN.
Lesson IV .
Francis, born at Grenoble of honorable and pious par­
ents, was, from childhood, remarkable for the innocence of 
his life and his piety towards God. When twenty years of 
age, he entered, at Lyons, the Congregation of the Mission,
labores, m artyrii gloria decorasti : concede propitius ; ut ejus intercessione 
et exeraplo tibi fideliter servient.es seterna prsemia consequamur. Per 
Dominum.
SECRETA
Adesto, Domine, supplicationibus nostris; et intercedente beato Fran­
cisco Martyre tuo, fac nos ad tua sancta mysteria ita ferventer accedere, u t 
eamdem quam ille, spiritus fortitudinem hauriamus. Per Dominum.
POSTCOMMUNIO
Per hujus, Domine, operationem mysterii famulos tuos in fidei confes­
sione confirma; pro qua beatus Franciscus sanguinem fundere non 
dubitavit. Qui vi vis.
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in die bosom of which he was raised to the dignity of the 
priesthood, then was sent to teach sacred theology at An­
necy, where he acquitted himself of this function with such 
wisdom and erudition, that he was styled the “Living Li­
brary.” He was called from this city, fifteen years after, 
to St. Lazare’s, Paris, and intrusted with the direction of 
the young members of the Congregation. This was the 
epoch of those sorrowful days that plunged France, and 
especially Paris, in trouble. After the pillage of St. La­
zare’s by the revolutionists, and the violent, dispersion of 
his confrères, Francis distinguished himself by his consum­
mate prudence and admirable constancy. The wicked be­
ing then in power, and, on account of the sad condition to 
which religion was reduced, it was only with difficulty that 
he could exercise the functions of his ministry among the 
faithful of his own country; therefore, lie turned his atten­
tion to foreign missions, earnestly entreating his Superiors 
to send him to China.
Lesson V’
His prayer being graciously heard by Heaven, he labored 
with unvarying constancy, despite the opposition of men,
I N I .  NOCTURNO 
Lectiones de scriptura occurrente.
IN I I .  NOCTURNO
Lectio I V
Franciscus, Gratianopoli piis honestisque parentibus natus, vitæ inno- 
centia ac pietate in Deum jam apuero enituit. Viginti annos natus Congre- 
gationi Missionis Lugduni nomen dedit ; in qua postea sacerdotio auctus 
et Aimecium ad sacram Theologiam tradendam missns, tanta ineo munere 
doctrinæ atque eruditionis laude præstitit, u t Bibliotlieeæ viventis nomine 
appellaretur. Inde post annos quindecim, Lutetiæ addictus tironibus in 
domo principe sancti Lazari formandis, in luctuosissima incidit tempora 
cum per Galliam ac maxime Parisiis turbatum  est. Perduellibus domum 
vastantibus, dispersisque per vim sodalibus, mire eluxit Francisci pru- 
dentia et constantia. Qui quum ob pessimorum imperium affiictamque 
religiosam rem vix apud suos posset sacerdotalia munera obire, exteras
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flaring thirty years fur the conversion of pagans, first in 
Kiang-Si, and shortly after, at Hou-pe and Ho-Nan. Hav­
ing been appointed Superior of the mission, he rivalled 
his Father, Saint Vincent, in charity, sparing no fatigue: 
he devoted himself unreservedly to the visitation of the 
Christians in order to strengthen them in the faith; to the 
preaching of the word of G o d , and to the instruction of 
children in the Christian religion, making his long jour­
neys always on foot. Grieved at the condition of pagan 
children, he applied himself most zealously to procure bap­
tism for them at the hour of death. I t  was his delight too
assist the sick, to reconcile enemies, to abolish superstition, 
to m inister to the needs of the poor. B ut in the m idst of 
all th is solicitude, zeal for his own perfection never abat­
e d : he was poorly clothed, assiduous in m ortifying his 
body by fasting, sleeping little, by the use of the discipline 
and hair-shirt. M oreover, such was his desire of m arty r­
dom, that he daily asked it o f G od in fervent prayer.
Lesson VI,
The Lord graciously heard the prayer of his servant. 
A persecution which, in a spirit of prophecy, he had fore-
expeditiones cogitare ecepit, et asuis moderatoribus impensissime petiit u t 
ad Sinas m itteretur.
Lectio V
Contra hominum voluntatem voti compos factus, triginta ferme annos 
in traducendis ethnicis ad catholica sacra constantissime adiaboravit 
primum in Kiang-siensi regione, m oxin Hupensi et Hoannensi provinciis. 
Missionis Superior factus, caritate Vmcentium patrem asmulatus est. 
Nullis parcens laboribus, totus erat in invisendis et confirmandis fidelibus, 
verbo Dei prasdicando, pueris christiano dogmate erudiendis, itinera semper 
pedes obibat. Ethnicorum infantium vicem miseratus, maxime studebat 
u t sacro baptismate in vitae discrimine tingerentur. Astare segrotis, 
dissidentes componere, superstitiosa abolere, pauperum angustiis sub venire, 
illi semper delicise. Inier hsec autem nihil de perfectionis studio inter- 
m ittebat; pauperrimo amictu indui, jejuniis, brevi somno, ciliciis, flagrig
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told, soon burst forth. In order to render service to the 
Christians, he at first concealed himself in the mountains 
and caves. But, delivered to his persecutors by the treach­
ery of a Christian, he was captured and brought before the 
judges. Condemned to death for the confession of the 
Christian faith, lie was consigned to prison. There dur­
ing many months, he endure ! the severest tortures with 
heroic courage; unmindful of his own sufferings, he was 
solicitous only for the salvation of his companions. F i­
nally, led to the place of excution, commending his soul 
into the hands of the Lord, he was strangled on a gibbet, 
at the age of seventy-two, and thus won the palm of mar­
tyrdom. The Sovereign Pontiff, Leo X III .,  on the sixth 
of the calends of June, in the Hoiy Year of the Jubilee, 
one thousand nine hundred, placed him, with seventy-seven 
other Martyrs, in the ranks of the Blessed.
FO R  T H E  T H IR D  N OCTURN
Homily on the Gospel: Si quis vult From the Com­
mon of one Martyr, in the second place.
— 137 —
corpus atterere illiera t assiduum. Martyrii porro desiderio adeo gestuabat, 
u tillu d  a Deo quotidiana et ferventi prece contenderei.
Lectio VI
Desiderium Servi sui exaudivit Dominus. Orta namque persecutione, 
quam ipse prophetico spiritu futuram praedixerat, primum ob fidelium 
utilitatem  in montibus et cayerais delituit. At prodente Christiano homine 
a persecutoribus captus, judicibus sistitur ; et capite, quod fidem Christi 
profiteretur, damnatus, in carcerem truditur. Ubi per plures menses, 
asperrima quaeque forti animo toleravit; suique immemor tantum  de 
proximorum salute erat sollicitus. Demum ad supplicii locum adductus, 
postquam spiritum suam in manus Domini commendasset, suspendió 
necatus est, aetatis anno septuagésimo secundo, et ad martyrum lauream 
evolavit. Bum Leo decimus tertius Pontifex maximus, sexto Kalendas 
Junii, anno sacri jubilsei millesimo noningentésimo, una cum aliis Septua­
ginta sex Martyribus in Beatorum numerum retulit.
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EITLOGIUM .
To be added to the Martyr ology of the Congregation of 
the Mission.
I n  China, the birthday of Blessed Francis* Clefc, Priest of 
the Congregation of the Mission, who, after the long labors* 
of thirty years for the salvation of souls, fastened to a gib­
bet, suffered martyrdom for J e s u s  C h r i s t .
— 138 —
IN I I I . NOCTURNO
Homilía in Evang. Si quis vult. de Comm. unius Mari. i i .  loco.
ELOGIÜM
Martyrologio ¡pro Congregatione Missionis addendum.
In Sinarum imperio, natalis beati Francisci Clet, presbyteri e Congre­
gatione Missionis, qui post diuturnos triginta annorum pro salute an- 
imarum labores, suspendió necatus, Christi m artyr occubuit.
Concordat cum originali.
Parisiis, 30 martii 1901.
Á. Milon, Secr. Gong. Miss.
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T R ID U U M  F E S T IV IT IE S .
Magnificent solemnities have been celebrated every­
where in the establishments of the Missionaries and of the 
Sisters of Charity in honor of the Beatification of the 
Martyr, Francis Clet—a Son of Saint Vincent de Paul.
Besides the similarity of these accounts, their great 
number prevents us from according them as much space 
in the Annals as we would desire; we must, therefore,—- 
summarize them.—In this number we present several of 
those sent to us from the chief cities of the different Prov­
inces; later, we shall publish others.
BELGIUM .
Sr. Brabant, Superioress of the establishment of Rue Haute, Brussels, 
testifies to a remarkable favor obtained through the intercession of Blessed 
Clet.
“ In your piety and paternal charity, Most Honored 
Father, you will unite with us in acts of thanksgiving, on 
learning the favor obtained through the intercession of our 
Blessed Martyr.
Sr. Barros, my companion, had been suffering for many 
years from severe pain in the head and ears, and the evil 
had so increased as to become most alarming. The noted 
specialist who attended her judged an operation to be ne­
cessary, but our dear sister could not resign herself to i t ; 
she placed all her confidence in our Blessed Martyr. 
During the novena preparatory for the Triduum, sister ex­
perienced a decided relief, and on the feast, was entirely 
free from pain!... The doctor congratulated his patient in 
these terms, not elegant indeed, but most significant: 
“You have made a narrow escapeV9 May G o d  and our 
Blessed Martyr be blessed a thousand times!
“May our Lord vouchsafe to hear our prayer, in union
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with the fervent supplications that ascend to Him from 
all regions of the globe in behalf of our venerated and 
beloved Superiors!
“My companions unite with me in begging you to ac­
cept their good wishes and the assurance of their prayers. 
Be pleased to bestow npou us your fatherly blessing and 
extend it to the works intrusted to us.
In  sentiments of profound and filial respect, I  have the 
happiness to be, in the love of J esu s  Incarnate, and o f  
the Immaculate M ary , Most Honored Father,
Your very humble servant and obedient Daughter,
“ S r . B r a b a n t .”
IT A L Y .—TU RIN .
Saint Saviour, Central-House of the Sisters of C harity .
“A most charming echo resounds in our ears from the 
countless harmonies which have so deeply impressed the 
Children of Saint Vincent in this city of Turin, at the 
House of the Mission. We, also, on December 13,14, and
15, celebrated a solemn Triduum in honor of our Martyr, 
Francis Regis Clet, in the chapel of the Central-House of 
Turin which, by the richness of its decorations, seemed a 
little paradise.
“From early morn, many sisters from distant establish­
ments came to Saint Saviour’s to assist at the Community 
Mass; and after partaking of the Bread of the strong, re­
turned to their offices with renewed fervor to give place to 
other sisters. On Thursday, Mass was celebrated by His 
Excellency, Mgr. Spandre, and on Friday, by His Excel­
lency, Mgr. Bertagna. On the last day of the Triduum, 
the music at the High Mass was so charming and ravish­
ing, that for more than an hour, all hearts were lifted to 
heaven enjoying a foretaste of its ineffable harmonies.
“The evening service was equally impressive; the chant-
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rag of the Vespers most touching, particularly the Psalm, 
Laudate pueri, in which the sweet voices .of twenty chil­
dren were admirably mingled with the deep majestic tones 
of their eiders, producing a wonderful harmony which de­
lighted all hearts.
“The chapel was thronged; the sisters who came from a 
distance were most happy to share in the sweet emotions 
which the double Family of Saint Vincent experienced 
on these blessed days; Missionaries and sisters felt more 
strongly than ever that they were all Children of the same 
Father.
“ All were anxious to listen anew to the admirable life 
and virtues of our Blessed Missionary. On the closing day 
of the feast, the Very Rev. Director of the Province pre? 
sen ted our hero as a model of the life of faith which ren­
dered him worthy of so glorious a martyrdom. His words 
so highly prized, because drawn from the heart of Saint 
Vincent, gave us to understand the necessity of that faith 
which leads us to  see all in G o d , and G o d  in all.
“On Friday, after the Magnificat, His Excellency, Mgr. 
Spandre, unrolled before us the picture of the Blessed Mar­
tyr’s entire life, portraying in this valiant soldier of C h r i s t , 
a generous apostle imposing silence on the voice of nature; 
and who, listening only to a divine impulse, adopts the 
glorious motto: “ G o d  wills it” , and parts from parents and 
country to carry the glad tidings of the Gospel to the dis­
tant shores of China. After the orator had depicted the 
cruel and heart-rending scene of the martyrdom, he con­
cluded by exhorting us to imitate the newly-Beatified in his 
faithful correspondance to grace: a correspondance which 
leads the heart to a higher standard of virtue, but which 
is attainable by those only who, like our Martyr, are borne 
upward on the wings of prayer.
“The third discourse, thrilling, replete with unction and
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piety, was delivered by His Eminence, Cardinal Richelmy, 
who graciously accepted the invitation to preside at the 
closing of the Triduum; he was inspired by the beautiful 
sentiments of his predcessor, St. Maximus, Archbishop of 
Turin, who says that the martyr suffers not only for him­
self, but also for his fellow-citizens; he suffers to obtain for 
himself eternal happiness, and also to obtain for his fellow- 
citizens the same eternal salvation by the practice of the 
same virtues.
“His Eminence remarked that the Children of Saint V in­
cent are more than fellow-citizens, they are the brethren of 
Blessed Clet who, being honored by them with such pomp, 
cannot fail to dispense favors in their behalf, provided they 
imitate his example. Few persons, doubtlss, will be called 
to a bloody martyrdom; but His Eminence reminded us 
that there is another kind of martyrdom, that of sacrifice, 
of detachment: in a word, the martyrdom of the heart; 
and he added that we too often dwell on the triumph of the 
martyrs, regardless of the virtues that prepared them for 
this great glory, and without considering the necessity of 
imitating their life of self-denial and prayer. Our Blessed 
Martyr was an admirable example of this life of prayer: 
from the knowledge he had of himself and of his own 
nothingness, he felt the imperative need of having recourse 
to Almighty G o d . His Eminence terminated his discourse 
by encouraging us to study the depths of humility in this 
great apostle who, believing himself unworthy of the glo­
rious title of martyr, accepted his tortures as an expiation 
of the sins which he thought he had committed.
“Thus ended these consoling festivities embalmed with 
the sweet and holy perfume of the meekness and humility 
of the Blessed Martyr, while the eyes of all, attracted by 
a secret power, were directed to the painting placed above 
the Altar. This picture in a blaze of light and in the midst 
of flowers, represented our beloved Brother in the humble
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attitude of prayer, at the moment in which, all sorrow be­
ing at an end, he enters gloriously into heaven.”
IT A L Y .—NAPLES.
“The House of the Mission, des Vergini, at Naples, en­
joyed the consolation of celebrating with devout and 
solemn magnificence, the Beatification of the illustrious 
Martyr, Francis Kegis Clet, Priest of our Congregation 
on November 12, 13, and 14.
“That the homage rendered to our Blessed Martyr 
might be endowed with the highest splendor and be the 
means of procuring greater edification to our Community 
and to all who would take part in the festivity, we had 
our beautiful and elegant church entirely renovated.
“A simple and original ornamentation added a new 
charm to these festival days, winning universal admiration. 
Behind the choir above the main Altar, from elaborate 
and graceful drapery, was suspended a large oval picture 
representing the Blessed Martyr as in ecstasy, supported 
by two angels almost life-size, holding the instruments of 
his torture. Higher up was another angel bearing the 
palm and crown, and other smaller angels forming a 
crown for the Martyr; finally, a sheaf of light falling up­
on his countenance and robe, made them radiant with a 
heavenly brightness. This picture, as to its invention and 
execution, is the work of one of our students.
“In  the body of the church the pulpit only was draped. 
Jets suspended from the dome of the choir formed in grace­
ful symmetry a triple row of lights like scintillating stars 
around the picture of the Martyr, Other crystal jets shone 
before the various chapels, candelabra at each cross; and 
above the columns, burning candles arranged in brilliant 
pyramids, afforded abundant light, producing a fine effect.
“Along the cornice and arches of the chapels were gar­
lands of oak and roses intertwined; in the centre of the
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choir was the monogram of our Saviour between two 
palms arranged in the form of a cross. In fine, the 
windows covered on the outer side with yellow hangings 
imparted to the interior of the church an air of recollec­
tion, the subdued light that entered diffusing a beautiful 
golden tint.
“The Triduum opened on the 12th. The concourse of 
the secular clergy was extraordinary, especially on the last 
two days. Many Masses were celebrated, several of these 
by bishops. At the pontifical low Mass on each of the 
three days, there was a general Communion. His Emi­
nence, our Cardinal Archbishop, to his deep regret pre­
vented by illness from celebrating Holy Mass in our 
church, came on the third day to venerate the relic of the 
Blessed Martyr. The faithful of all classes and conditions 
flocked thither in crowds* There were numerous Commun­
ions, particularly in consequence of the pilgrimages under 
the direction of the Sisters of Charity or of other com­
munities; for, in this densely populated quarter des Vergini7 
the impression produced by these solemnities was extraor­
dinary, and the devotion manifested during them, almost 
universal.
“The first two days, solemn High Mass and Vespers 
Were chanted by the Superiors of the most notable Com mu- 
nities of Naples; and in the the evening, after the pane­
gyric, Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament Was given 
pontifically.
' “The Superiors of our two houses in Naples officiated 
on the last day at High Mass and Vespers; Mgr. 
Cigliano, auxiliary bishop of our archdiocese, gave solemn 
Benediction.
“All these sacred functions, at which our students as­
sisted, rendering choir service, were most impressive by the 
gravity, precision, and religious decorum in honor among 
the Children of Saint Vincent de Paul.
16
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The three distinguished panegyrists of our Martyr con­
tributed greatly to enhance the pomp of these solemnities 
and to excite devotion to him.
The first, Very Rev. Don Joseph Provitera, Canon of 
our cathedral and Dean of the College of Theologians of 
Naples, selecting for his text these most appropriate words 
of the Epistle of St, Paul to the Philippians: Magnifi- 
cabitur Christies in corpore weo, sivt per vitom, sive per 
mortem, spoke of the life of Blessed Clefc from his earliest 
years; of his entrance into the Congregation ; of the divers 
important offices he discharged after his elevation to the 
priesthood, and of his providential vocation for China; he 
portrayed the most striking incidents of the thirty years 
during which he labored in this region with a spirit of 
sacrifice and zeal that never abated ; in fine, describing his 
painful but glorious martyrdom, he proved that by his 
life and by his death, the Blessed Martyr truly glorified 
J e s u s  C h r i s t .
“On the second day, Rev. Father Gallucci, Jesuit, chose 
for the text of his masterly panegyric, this passage of the 
prophet Isaias which formed the subject and the division 
of his discourse: Quis est iste qui venit de Edom, tinctis 
vestibus de Bosra: iste formosus in stola sua et gradiens in 
multitudine fortitudinis suoef ( Is., L x m .  1.) He showed 
that the adornment of the most excellent virtues formed, 
as it were, the precious robe of the Blessed Martyr: Iste 
formosus in stola sua; and in the fortitude with which he 
underwent his martyrdom, the eloquent preacher found 
a striking resemblance to the death of our Saviour: Gra,~ 
diens, etc.
“On the last day of the Triduum, Mgr. Vento, Bishop 
of Aversa, delivered the eulogium of Blessed Francis. He 
fully satisfied the expectations of a large audience includ­
ing many ecclesiastics. He developed these words of
2
17
et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 8, No. 2
Published by Via Sapientiae, 1901
— 146 —
Judges: De forti egressa est dulcedo (xiv. 14), making an 
application of them to the sweet and winning charity that 
distinguished the Blessed Martyr in his childhood, youth, 
and in the course of his extended apostolic life; and to 
that unwavering firmness which, based upon this charity, 
enabled him to shed his blood for the love of J e su s  
C h r i s t , in the most frightful and excruciating martyrdom.
The closing Benediction, preceded by the Te Deurn, was 
followed by the solemn chant of: Iddio sia benedetto, in 
honor of the Blessed Sacrament, with organ accompaniment.
“Thus terminated our Triduum the fruits of which Ave 
trust wi 11 ever abide in our beloved family.
“ May our illustrious Martyr vouchsafe to obtain for us 
by his intercession with G od who, has so wonderfully glo­
rified him in heaven and on earth, the grace to imitate his 
apostolic virtues!”
T U R K E Y .—CONSTANTINOPLE.
“ With the heart still under the influence of the sweetest 
emotions, I  write to acquaint you with the beautiful feast 
of the Triduum celebrated on November 23, 24, and 25, 
in our church of St. Benedict in honor of our Blessed Clet.
On account of the terrible disasters that had befallen 
our Chinese missions, and the grief into which they had 
plunged our Company, Ave thought it prudent to display 
less pomp in the solemnities than is usual on such occa­
sions: they Avere celebrated in the intimacy of the family, 
but this was a great gain in point of recollection and in 
fruits of edification.
“ The first tAvo days, Ioav Mass at nine o’clock, Avas fol- 
loAved by the panegyric o f the Blessed M arty r and solemn 
Benediction. On F riday , the orphan girls o f Tchoucour, 
and on Saturday, those of Galata, rendered the chants Avith 
the utm ost precision; Ave felt th a t these children Avere hap­
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py and proud to employ their youthful and fresh voices in 
celebrating; the praises of our Martyr.
“Mgr. Bonetti, Apostolic Delegate to Constantinople, 
and a member of our Congregation, accepted the invitation 
to preside at the office of the third day, happy thus to 
manifest his veneration for an illustrious Martyr, whose 
evangelical labors in China, he wished, in his early years, to 
continue and, perhaps, to share his glorious death. The 
collegians of St. Benedict performed choir service on Sun­
day, the 25th : the students of St. Pulcheria came to spend 
the day with their elder brothers. The orators of the 
Triduum—Father Boudat, Friday; Father Gazanion, Sat­
urday; and Father Duthoit, Sunday—spoke successively of 
the sanctity, the apostolate, and the martyrdom of our hero; 
they sought to inspire their auditors with the desire of im­
itating his virtues, particularly his zeal for his own sancti­
fication and his love of suffering.
“St. Benedict’s band, under the abledirection of Mr. Dril- 
lon, and with the active concurrence of Messrs Kremer 
and Henrotte, added to our program a contribution which 
was highly appreciated.
“Our Mussulman students, Greek, schismatics, and Jews, 
without the least constraint on our part, desired to assist 
at the ceremonies of the Triduum. Let us hope that these 
feasts have made a favorable impression on their souls 
and, according to the wish expressed by the preacher on 
the third day. May they leave in their hearts a sweet 
remembrance that will appeal to their intelligence, and, 
perhaps at a future day, they will lead them to embrace 
the truth.
“E. B o u d a t .”
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SY R IA .—BEYROOT.
“'The events of China had almost determined me not to 
celebrate at Beyroot the Triduum in honor of the Béatifi­
cation of Blessed Ciet; but our confrères and sisters were 
not of this opinion, and they urged me to do something to 
manifest our appreciation of the: favor. Our sisters went 
zealously to work; ând, 'assisted by our brothers, they 
converted our church into a diminutive St. Peter’s in 
Rome: hangings, garlands, oriflammes, shields, lights,-etc., 
etc.: nothing was wanting. The feasts had been appointed 
for November 23, 24, and 25, and o d  the day specified 
all was in readiness.
“As we had done on the feast of Blessed John Gabriel 
Perboyre, we invited to the festivities of Blessed Francis 
Clet, the heads of all the Catholic rites and of the Latin 
Communities of Beyroot, thus to endow our religious cere­
monies with the character of a Catholic manifestation, and 
as a token of the union existing a m o n g  all the members ofo o
the Church. On this point our hopes were surpassed.
“I  had invited the Maronite bishop to officiate at the 
first Mass at 8 o’clock on the first day of the Triduum; 
but being prevented by sickness, the prelate sent his grand 
vicar who celebrated solemn Mass according to the Syriac 
rite. The Maronites in great numbers assisted at this 
Mass. At 9:30, the Triduum was to open: the Mass was 
to be offered especially for the double Family of Saint 
Vincent. Long before the hour of service the pupils of 
our sisters filled the church, and sisters, as many as possi­
ble, from all. the houses, came to take part in the celebra­
tion. At the appointed hour, the Superior of the house 
as celebrant, made his solemn entrance; the ceremony 
commenced by reading the Brief of Beatification, and the 
announcement of the indulgences. Then, at the ringing 
of bells, and the orphans’ band, the veil covering the
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picture of the Blessed Martyr was removed. The priest 
;and his ministers in red vestments—made for the occasion 
hy the sisters of St. Charles’ asylum—commenced Mass, 
while the orphan boys and girls rendered Dumont’s Mass 
under the‘direction of Mr. Ouannes, our zealous precentor. 
Aft er the Gospel, Father Sali£ge ascended the pulpit and 
in an eloquent panegyric traced the touching picture of 
the life and virtues of tire Blessed Martyr.
After Mass, crowds visited the church to satisfy their 
devotion and perhaps, also, the'r curiosity; for truly it 
presented a charming .scene. The evening service com­
menced by a cantata in honor of the Martyr, after which a 
sermon in Arabic was delivered by the grand vicar of the 
Maronite bishop. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
was given by the Superior of the Capuchins, pastor of 
the Latin parish, assisted by two of his religious. The 
orphan girls under the able direction of Sr. Rousset, 
discharged the choir duties. This first day was a marked 
success.
uThe second day was reserved for the Syrians and the 
Greek Mel chiles. The former celebrated Mass at eight 
o’clock, the faithful of this rite—but few in numbers at 
Beyroot—assisting. At 9:30 there was a magnificent as­
sembly. The Greek Patriarch, Mgr. Geraigiry, accepted 
the invitation to contribute to the pomp of our feasts by 
his presence and to address the faithful His Beatitude 
arrived at the hour indicated, accompanied by two bishops 
who were to assist as deacons, and twelve priests of his 
rite, with the chanters of his chapel. An immense crowd 
composed chiefly of Greek Catholics occupied the space, 
bowing to receive the blessing of their Patriarch. A Greek 
Mass, in the beautiful rite of St. John Chrysostom, is 
always most solemn: but when the Patriarch pontificates, 
attended by his bishops and priests all vested in their 
2*
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liturgical ornaments, it bears a character most imposing. 
Ever)7 detail in the ceremony stamped with the seal of an­
tiquity which elevates the soul, speaks to the eve, bringing 
to mind that venerable Church of the early ages having 
for chiefs, Gregory, Bazii, and the golden-mouthed John. 
Mass commenced, and during the space of two hours, dis­
played the majesty of its ritual, with the most perfect 
order. The Greek chant used in these offices, is full and 
sonorous, perfectly adapted to the ceremonies. At Com­
munion time, many presented themselves at the Holy Table, 
our orphan boys and girls belonging to the Greek rite 
approaching first. After Mass, the Patriarch addressed 
the congregation, explaining in touching terms the office 
he had just celebrated. He eulogized the Blessed Martyr, 
described the ceremonies of the Beatification at which he 
assisted in Pome, and concluded by giving his blessing. 
The celebrant at the solemn Benediction in the evening, 
was the Superior of the Franciscans of the Holy Land.
“The third day, Sunday, Nov. 25th, imparted new joys 
even more delightful than those of the preceding days.
“ At 5: 30 a. m., Father Bernhard, Superior of our house 
at Damascus, celebrated the first Mass.
“At six o’clock, Rev. Father Roulleaux, provincial Su­
perior of the Jesuits, offered the Holy Sacrifice.
“At 6: 30, Greek Mass for our children of this rite.
“At eight o’clock, an Armenian Mass celebrated by the 
pastor of the parish, Mgr. Apeliar\, patriarchal vicar of 
Bey root.
“Finally, our Mass was celebrated at 9 :30. Mgr. Duval, 
Apostolic Delegate, assisting at the throne. Rev. Father 
Cattin, S. J., rector of the University, offered the Holy 
Sacrifice, assisted by two Fathers of his house; the college 
students formed the choir. Among those present, were our 
consul-general, Count de Sercy, with the personnel of the 
consulate; the principal members of the French colony, and
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several others, friends of the house. Our Ladies of Char­
ity1 claimed a share in this beaut.ful ceremony, as members 
of the great Family of Saint Vincent.
“After the Gospel, Rev. Father Jerome, Superior of the 
French Capuchins, ascended the pulpit, and in the most 
touching language, presented Blessed Clet as a Martyr in 
a threefold point of view: immolated by his spirit of self- 
renunciation; immolated by G od  who had called him to 
sacrifice and to the practice of the evangelical virtues; in 
fine,immolated by creatures in the hour of his martyrdom. 
On this day, our church although spacious, was far from 
accommodating all that sought admission.
“At noon, the principal members of the Latin and Ori­
ental clergy, and also several of the French consulate, met 
at dinner. Antoura and Damascus were represented by the 
Superiors of our houses and one of their confrères. So 
varied an assemblage is rarely seen; but this variety ani­
mated bv the same faith and charity, imparted to the feast 
its principal character, its original seal. The Latins were 
represented by the Apostolic Delegate and his secretary, 
the Rector of the Rev. Jesuit Fathers, the Superiors of the 
Capuchins, and Franciscans. The Oriental element, by the 
Greek Patriarch and two bishops of his rite, by a priest of 
the Maronite, of the Syriac, and of the Armenian rites. I t  
seems indeed but one family; all appear happy and grati­
fied to form a part of it. At the close of the repast, many 
toasts were given by the most noted guests; and each, 
under the influence of the occasion, had the urbanity to 
testify his kindly feeling towards the Family of Saint 
Vincent so widely spread throughout Syria.
“In the evening we assembled for the last time. A Jesu­
it Father delivered in Arabic the panegyric of the hero of 
the feast; and after the solemn Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament the Te Deum was chanted.
“ E . B o ijv y .”
23
et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 8, No. 2
Published by Via Sapientiae, 1901
C A U SE
OF
f H E  VENERABLE LOUISE DE M À RIILAG.
D ECREE
C A U SE  O F  T H E  A R C H D IO C ESE O F P A R IS*
Cause o f I$eattiftcation a n d  Canonization o f the Ven­
erable Servant o f God? Louise de 31ariW ie9. w idow  L e  
Grasf Co-foundress of the Congregation o f the Sister& 
of C h arity*
At the entreaty of the Most Reverend D. Raphael Marie 
V irili7 Roman prelate and Postulator of the present Cause 
of the diocese of Pans^ His Eminence, the Most Rev. Car­
dinal Gaetars Aloisi Masella^ Reporter of the same Cause, 
in the ordinary Rotale assembly of the S. C. of Rites, held 
at the Vatican on the day below* indicated, proposed the 
following doubt;
“ Whether the validity and exactitude of the apostolic 
Process in regard to the reputation of holiness of life, of 
the virtues and the miracles* of the Venerable Servant of
DECHETUM
PA K 1SIEN .
Beatificationis et canonizationis Ven.Servai D ei Ludovicce de Mar Mac 7 
Viduce Le G ras, Confundatricis Congregcitionis P udlarum  Caritatis.
Instante RevmoD. Raphaele Maria Virili Antistite Urbano atque hujusce 
Causoe Parisiensis Postnlatore, ab Emo et Revmo D. Cardinali Cajetano 
Aloysi-Masella ejusdum Causag Relatore, in Ordinariis Sacrornm Rituum 
Congregationis Comitiis Rotalibus subsignata die ad Vaticanum coactis 
sequens dnbiura discutiendum propositum fuit : A n constet de validitate et 
relevantia Processus Apostolici super fam a sanCtitatis vitce, virtutum et m i- 
raculoruni in genere Ven. Servce D ei Ludovicoe de Marillac, Viduce Le Grasy
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G o d , Louise de Marillac, widow Le Gras, are sufficiently
proved in the case and for the effect in question?”
Said Sacred Congregation having heard verbally and by
writing, the R. F. D. John Baptist Lugari, Promoter of
the Holy Faith, the case having been carefully examined, . . . 1replied: Affirmatively, that is to say, yes, it is proved.
December 4, 1900.
Report of* the same having been given to Our Holy Fa­
ther, Leo X II I .  by the undersigned Cardinal, Prefect of the 
S. C. of Rites, His Holiness ratified and confirmed the de­
cision of the Sacred Congregation, on the 10th day of the 
same month and year.
D., C a rd . F e r r a t a , Prefect of the S. C. of Bites,
(Piace for the seal).
D. Panici, Archbp. of Laodicea,Secret.
FAVORS
A T T R IB U T E D  TO V E N E R A B L E  L O U ISE  D E  M A R IL L A C . 
( T r a n s la t io n . )
W. (P o land), hospice, June .1, 1900.
March 8, 1899, a young girl named D. S...., was sent to 
our hospital by Count Crarnecki de Sierakwko, to be 
treated. The disease was a frightful cancer on the nose;
construcli, in casu et ad effectum de quo agitur? Et Sacra eadem Congregatio, 
audito voce et scripto R. P . D. Joanne Baptista Lugari SancteeFidei Promo­
tore, reque accurate discussa et perpensa respondendum censuit ; Affirmative 
seu Constare. Die 4 Deccmbris 1900.
Facta postmodum de his Sanctissimo Domino Nostro Leoni Papas XIII 
per infrascriptum Cardinalem Sacraa Rituum Congregationi Praefectum 
relatione, Sanctitas Sua resolutionem Sacrae ipsius Congregations ratam 
habuit et confirmavit die decima, iisdem mense et anno.
D. Card. F e r r a t a ,  S. R . C.Prcefectus.
Loco f  Sigilli.
D. P a n ic i ,  Archiep. Laodic., S. R . C. Secretarm i
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in case the treatment would not prove successful, it was in­
tended to send the patient to Breslau for an operation.
Our surgeon after examining the case,, pronounced it an 
incurable cancer( lupus ). However, he wished to make a 
trial of the case and kept the girl some time at the hospital« 
He commenced by applying caustic; but the evil increased 
each time the application was made; the patient suffered 
intensely and her parents were much distressed.
On the anniversary of the death of our Venerable 
Mother, I  gave the young girl a medal and a piece of linen 
that had touched the relics of our good Mother, inviting 
her to make a novena, and during the time to place the 
linen on the diseased member.
From the very first there was a decided improvement; 
but I  urged the patient to continue the prayers to our Ven­
erable Mother. At the end of the month she returned to 
her parents, using no remedies; she made a second novena, 
and to her intense joy, as well as to the delight of her par­
ents^ she came to us ten days after to convince us that she 
was perfectly cured. She remained with us some days, but 
refrained from any application; April 20th, she returned to 
her own home for good; since then she continues well. 
Three years ago—for the girl has been suffering for a long 
time—another physician attended her and apparently cured 
her; but shortly after, the evil returned. Hence, her par­
ents, herself, and all of us, attribute this cure to the inter­
cession of our Venerable Mother, and offer to her our pro­
found gratitude.
The young girl signs this statement with her own hand.
D,.,S...
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Letter from Mr. E. C., to Very Rev. A. F i a t , Superior 
General.
( The original of this letter is at the house of the Sisters of Charity Rrne
Bac, Paris ),
R.-—M., December 3, 1-900.
R b v e r e x d  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l ,
In consequence of multiplied duties during the fine 
weather, I  have not had leisure until the present, to inform 
you of the cure obtained through the intercession of Ven­
erable Mother Louise de Marillac., Foundress of the Sisters 
of Charity.
My daughter Agnes, four and a half years of age, was at^ 
tacked on the 21st of last May, by inflammation of the lungs; 
she escaped this danger, but before entire restoration, the 
doctor perceived, May 23rd, indications of typhoid feverand 
meningitis. On the 24th of the same month, two physi­
cians pronounced the case serious. On the 26th, after a 
consultation of three doctors, my daughter’s condition was 
declared hopeless.
My aunt, Sr. Louise, Sister of Charity at Rieux-Miner- 
vois, came to our house on the 26th, about eleven o’clock in 
the forenoon, one hour after the consultation of the doctors 
and advised us to make a novena to Venerable Mother 
Louise de Marillac. Sister brought a medal which my wife 
placed on the chest of our child. We commenced the no­
vena immediately; in half an hour at the latest, our little 
girl who had been delirious for two days, became quiet; 
the fever abated, delirium disappeared; and on Sunday, 
May 27th, when the doctor called, merely to satisfy his 
conscience, he was astonished to find our little patient on 
the road to recovery.
The novena was made morning and evening in presence 
of the child ; and, eight days after, June 3d, our little Ag­
nes was entirely convalescent, if not completely cured.
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Please excuse the length of my narration, but although 
rather îate, I  desired to show my gratitude to Venerable 
Mather Louise de Mari!lac for the cure of our little girl.
Accept, Rev. Superior General, the expression of my es­
teem and respect.
E u x  EST C ......
I N S T I T U T I O N
OF T H E
A R CH IEPISCO PA L TR IB U N A L OF CAMBRAI
fo r  the Cause of the Sisters o f C harity  
of the House o f A rra s  
P u t to death fo r  the fa ith  a t Cam brai, June 2 6 )1 7 9 4 .1
On the morning of the 15th of last November, in the 
chapel of the Sisters of Charity, 16 Rue de la Barre, Lille, 
a ceremony, of lively interest to many dioceses of France, 
but more particularly to those of Cambrai and Arras, took 
place.
His Grace, Archbishop of Cambrai, assisted by the Bish­
op of Arras and the Bishop of Lydda, presided at the first 
session of the informative Process of the Ordinary, relative 
to the martyrdom and the cause of martyrdom of the four 
Sisters of Charity of Arras, guillotined on the Great Square 
of Cambrai, June 26, 1794.
These four Sisters of Charity were: Sr. Marie Made­
leine Fontaine, Superioress; born at Etr6pagny (Eure), 
she was baptized April 22, 1723. After postulating at 
Hebecurt, she was received into the Company of the Sis­
ters of Charity, July 9,1748, and was placed first at Rebetz, 
afterwards at Arras.
2. Sr. Marie Frances Pelagia Lanel of Eu (Lower Seine):
1 This account is from the JSmancipateur of Cambrai, Nov. 18, 1900.
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she was baptized Aug. 25, 1745; postulated at Eu, entered 
the Community April 10, 1764 and was placed at Senlis, 
St. Lazare, Cambrai, where she made her holy vows, and 
finally at Arras.
3. Sr. Thérèse Madeleine Fantom; she was born at Min- 
iac Morvam, ( Ille-et-Vilaine ) where she was baptized July 
29, 1747; she postulated at Plouers and was received into 
the Community of the Sisters of Charity, Nov. 28, 1771, 
and missioned to the houses of Ham, Chaunay, Cambrai, 
and Arras;
4, Sister Jane Gérard, born at Cumieres ( Meuse ), and 
baptized Oct. 23, 1752; after postulating afc Verdun, she 
entered the Community of the Sisters of Charity, Sept. 17, 
1776 and was sent to Arras,where she made her holy vows.
At this first public session was instituted the Ecclesias­
tical Tribunal commissioned by the Archbishop to initiate 
the Process. *
In the choir, besides the members of the Tribunal, were 
stationed the Rev. Canon Massart, vicar general, discharg­
ing the office of Ecclesiastical Notary for this first session; 
Rev. Father Lejeune, vicar general of Arras; Father YiU  
lette, Priest of the Mission, Superior of the Ecclesiastical 
Seminary of Cambrai; Father Cornu, Priest of the Mis­
sion, Superior of the Academic Seminary of Lille; Abbé 
Dauchy, Dean of St. Catherine of Lille; Abbé Mollet, Su* 
perior of the School, Jeanne d; Arc; Father Misermont, 
Priest, of the Mission, director of the Ecclesiastical Semi­
nary of Cambrai, Vice-Postulator of the Cause,1 and sev­
eral priests of Lille.
The members of the Tribunal placed under oath in the 
Cause of the session, were: Rev. Canon Didiot, Doctor in
1 With the view to prepare the introduction of the Cause, Father Miser* 
mont published a very interesting and instructive pamphlet entitled: Sis­
ters of Charity of Arras, Last Victims of Joseph Lebon at Cambrai. In 8*— 
Deligne, Cambrai.
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theology an?! moral philosophy at the Catholic University^ 
President; Abbé Pannier, doctor in theology, professor of 
Sacred Scripture at the Catholic University, and Abbé Ber- 
not, Doctor in Canon Law f inspector of the Catholic schools 
of the diocese, assessor judges; Abbé Louis Bethleen, vicar 
of St. Catherine de Lille, Notary ; and Abbé Joseph Deni- 
mal, Ecclesiastical Usher. Eev. Canon Salem bier, Doctor in. 
theology, and secretary general at the Catholic University, 
discharged at the Tribunal the delicate functions of fiscal 
Promoter, commissioned to note the operations of the Tri­
bunal, and to bring forward all points of the Cause that 
might present a difficulty.
The Rev. Canon Didiot, his two assessors, and Canon 
Salembier had fulfilled the same functions in the informa­
tive Process relative to the martyrdom of the Ursulines- 
of Valenciennes, which closed a few months ago; and 
witnesses of these valiant m enât work are loud in their 
praise of the remarkable ability that insured the success 
of so delicate an office, requiring extensive learning, wis­
dom, and discernment.
Many Sisters of Charity from Arras, Cambrai, Tour­
coing, Loos, and the divers houses of Lille, united with 
the sisters of Rue de la Barre, in this family feast. In the 
chapel also were present quite a number of pious ladies, 
benefactresses of this establishment and of the important 
works of which it is the centre.
The Veni,Creator, having been sung, Canon Massart read 
the petition in which Father Misermont, Vice- Postulator, 
solicits the Archbishop to vouchsafe, with his absolute 
authority, to constitute the Tribunal. Then, the Superior 
of the Ecclesiastical Seminary, in the name of the Very 
Rev. Superior General of the Congregation of the Mission 
and of the Company of the Sisters of Charity, addressed 
as follows their Lordships, the Bishops, all listening with 
religious attention :
30




“ My Lord, Bishop of Arras,
“My Lord of Lydda,
‘^Little more than a century ago, June 26, 1794, during 
the most terrible days of the Revolution, four Sisters of 
•Charity : Srs, Madeleine Fontaine, Marie-Lanel, Thérèse 
Fantou, and Jane Gérard., were hurriedly brought from 
Arras to Cambrai, by order of the Revolutionary tribu­
nal under the presidency of the notorious Joseph Lebon* 
At Arras, despite the very serious difficulties and the 
most trying circumstances, they had discharged their mis­
sion as Servants of the poor with a courage and strength 
of soul that no threat could intimidate; but they were 
arrested and consigned to a severe imprisonment for sev­
eral months, for refusing to take an oath which their 
conscience forbade. On their arrival at Cambrai, the 
humble Daughters of Saint Vincent were brought before 
the Judges seated in the present hall of the Ecclesiastical 
Seminary; here they maintained with the invincible energy 
of their faith, the noble attitude they had constantly pre­
served at Arras; being condemned to death, they were 
ihat same hour led to the scaffold; and these valiant 
Servants of the poor had the happiness of shedding their 
virginal blood for the sacred cause of J e su s  C h r is t  and 
for their inviolable attachment to our Holy Mother, the 
Church. Their martyrdom was, for the people of Cambrai, 
a vision of heaven which excited in the heart the sweetest 
hope,
“Your Grace, Archbishop, some months ago I  had the 
satisfaction of assisting at the solemn and edifying close
1 They were arrested Feb. 14, 1794 and confined, successively, in three 
different prisons. During the night of June 25th of the same year, they 
were transferred from Arras to Cambrai, where they were judged, con­
demned, and executed on the morning of the very day of their arrival, 
June 26, 1194.
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o f tïie informative Process of the pious Servants of Goi>f 
the Ursulines of Valenciennes, also immolated in hatred 
of ouf faith. The hour at last had come to present to the 
consideration of the faithful these holy women who, after 
a life entirely consecrated to the painful doty of instruct­
ing youth, ascended to heaven with the palm of martyrdom 7 
gathered on the scaffold,
“To-day, in the name of the Superior General of the 
Congregation of the Mission and of the Company of the 
Sisters of Charity, I  have the signal honor of soliciting 
your Grace to be pleased to constitute an Ecclesiastical Tri­
bunal for the introduction of the informative Process of the 
Ordinary, relative to the martyrdom and the cause of the 
martyrdom of four Servants of G o d  and of the poor: 
Madeleine Fontaine, Marie Lanel, Thérèse Fantou, and 
Jane Gérard. I t  is also my sacred duty to proclaim aloud 
my gratitude for the precious encouragement that we have 
received from your Grace in the course of the labors we 
have undertaken at the Ecclesiastical Seminary, to prepare 
the introduction of this Cause that seemed so agreeable to 
yon; it now remains for us, Children of Saint Vincent^ 
and directors of the Ecclesiastical Seminary of Cambrai,, 
to labor for the glorification of these beloved sisters who 
Were judged and condemned to death in onr cherished 
Seminary.
“And you, my Lord Bishop of Arras, vouchsafe to 
accept the homage of our heartfelt gratitude: you have 
had the extreme kindness to assure us of the benevolent 
interest you bear to our Cause, and of your eagerness to 
assist us in bringing it to a favorable issue. His Grace, 
the Archbishop, by reason of the city where their sacrifice 
was consummated, may justly claim our holy martyrs; 
but they also belong to you, my Lord, for Saint Vincent 
de Paul himself, confided his Daughters to the solicitude 
of the Bishop of Arras; they belong to you by the House
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of Charily- in which they sanctified themselves by the 
practice of the highest virtues; they belong to you by the 
« works of zeal and charity, to which they devoted, them­
selves with such generosity in your good city of Arras. 
In fine, they; belong to you'by that tedious and sorrowful 
way of the Cross which they made, from dungeon to dun­
geon, even to the day of their immolation on the scaffold.”1
‘‘Thanks, my Lord of Lydda, for the distinguished hon­
or you confer upon us by assisting at this pious ceremony 
and of uniting your approbation with that of his Grace, the 
Archbishop, and my Lord, the Bishop of Arras: you are 
well aware of our high appreciation of .the affection you 
deign to testify in our regard.
“ I t  also becomes my duty, your Grace, to return most 
sincere thanks for the choice which, at our request, you 
have beer» pleased to make of the members of the Tribunal 
you are about to institute. Ti e Daughters of Saint Vin­
cent consider themselves as highly privileged as their pious 
rivals, the Daughters of St. Ursula; their Cause could not 
be intrusted to judges of more eminent learning, of an au» 
thority more incontestable, of a devotedness more absolute; 
and I have the confidence that the acknowledged ability 
of the Rev. fiscal Promoter Will cast a brilliant light upon 
the admirable virtues and glorious death of our martyrs. 
May the honorable members of the Tribunal be pleased to 
accept the grateful acknowledgment of the Family of Saint 
Vincent; this acknowledgment we offer in their person, to 
our noble Catholic University of which they are the illus­
trious representatives. I t  is a source of the highest con­
gratulation, that of late years the University extension, as 
it is termed, enables the principal cities of the dioceses of 
Cainbrai and Arras to profit by the highly appreciated eru-
1 For this reason, the Cause bears the dcuble title of “ Cambrai and 
A rras.’? Cameracen, seu Atrebaten.
3
33
et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 8, No. 2
Published by Via Sapientiae, 1901
—  162 —
dition of the professors of the Catholic University r here 
as at Saint Saulve, there is question of a new sort ot uni­
versity extension, which benefits the Church triumphant at 
the same time that it honors the Church on earth /'
The Rev. Canon Massart, after reading the official pe­
tition of the Vice-Postulator, announced in the name ot 
the Archbishop, the episcopal decree instituting the Tri­
bunal. The Judges, the fiscal Promoter, Notary, and the 
IJsher having accepted the functions assigned them by the 
Archbishop, came in turn, to take, kneeling before the 
Altar, the oath [»rescribed by the rules of the Church.
Conformably.to the established ceremonial, the Vice-Pos- 
tulator then asks that the day and place be indicated for 
the next session and for those following. The sessions will 
be habitually held in the chapel of Ruede la Barre; but, 
to receive the testimony of the aged or infirm, the Tribu­
nal will be transferred to Arras, to Cambrai, and to other 
localities as necessity may require.
The Tribunal thus constituted, the President delivered 
an address. We shall doubtless afford pleasure by rehears­
ing this discourse in which the loftiest sentiments are pre­
sented in the most noble simplicity with exquisite delicacy.
“Your Grace:
“Last April, in the closing session of the informative 
Process regarding the captivity and martyrdom of eleven 
Ursuline nuns of Valenciennes put to death in 1794, your 
Lordship deigned to affirm and repeat to the Tribunal in­
trusted with the Cause, that you came not to pass a sentence 
reserved to the Sovereign Pontiff alone, but to discharge 
a duty of the utmost profit, of the highest edification, to 
your diocese of Cambrai. And you, Monseigneur de Lydda, 
in your paternal benevolence, were pleased to endorse the 
words of your Archbishop and ours.
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aTo-day, tbis ecclesiastical Tribunal is reconstituted to 
examine the life and death of four Sisters of Charity, your 
subjects, Mgr. Bishop of Arras, as regards their holy life: 
your clients, your Grare of Cambrai, as regards their holy 
death; for, from their house and their first prison in Arras, 
they passed to the present Ecclesiastical Seminary of Cam- 
hrai, there to be condemned; and they were cruelly exe­
cuted a few paces from the establishment, in the (entre of 
your arehiepiscopal city: this was also in 1794, Their 
canonical Process will be neither less useful nor less edify­
ing than that of the UrsuSines; and we trust that in pro­
curing for us, thanks to your Grace, the same merit, it will 
deserve from you the same paternal approbation. We 
therefore, return our filial thanks, in this first session of 
our new administration, far more elated to lie at your ser­
vice a second time, than for the repeated honor of your 
appointment for the exercise of one of the most important 
functions of your pastoral jurisdiction.
“A delicate function most undoubtedly,and a most labori­
ous one, since there is question after the lapse of more than 
a century, of discovering the motives of imprisonment, and 
of examining the circumstances of i t ; of ascertaining the 
nature of the torture—witnesses having long since disap­
peared—and the true character of which is disputed by 
historians of the French Revolution. The traditions and 
documents presented at our bar will be rigidly examined 
according to the rules of the most severe historical criti­
cism, to that of the canon law, to the most accurate the­
ology, and with the most scrupulous sacerdotal conscience.
“For we know in the name of luhom and for what pur­
pose we undertake this difficult mission: in your venerated 
name, your Grace, and to  prepare, if it so please G o d , a 
solemn and definite decision of the Vicar of J e s u s  C h r i s t , 
of the Master of faith and o f  prayer in the universal 
Church.
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“Our task in regard to all : Judges, Promoter and Posto- 
lator, Ecclesiastical Notary and Usher, will certainly pro­
cure us precious consolation. Y o u  have not forgotten, hon­
ored Gentlemen, you who were my co-laborers in the Pro­
cess of Saint Sanlve, the sweet delight of a duty conducted 
with piety, simplicity, in perfect concord9 so becoming to a 
Tribunal like ours, whose title might well be in the Roman 
style of the catacombs: Collegium cult or tun Martyrum. 1 — 
Moreover, on this occasion, we shall have the happiness of 
glorifying, in the four subjects at our Tribunal, worthy 
Daughters of the French Saint by excellence, the incompar­
able Saint Vincent de Paul ; the ■ happiness of extolling in 
them the heroism of Ühr’s^iañ charity, after having exalted 
the hëroism of Christian education in the Ursulines of Va­
lenciennes; the happiness of contributing to the maintenance 
and development of the traditional piety of the Ecclesias­
tical Seminary of Cambra’, in 'which the remembrance of 
these poor sisters, innocent and invincible victims of a sav­
age apostate, should ever excite the most noble devoted­
ness and the most zealous reparation; the; happiness of 
associating in our transactions, what in reality exists, the 
diocese of Arras with that of Cambrai : and, per haps, in fine^  
the happiness of preparing for these two dioceses arid for the 
Catholic University of Lille, their common Ward, a new 
fourfold intercession in heaven and a new fourfold glory 
here below.
“Your Grace, in conclusion, may I be permitted to state 
to you and to this religious audience a personal circumstance 
which deeply impressed me at the very opening of this 
Cause? The last mentioned of our clients, the youngest, and 
on this account the most worthy of commendation in the 
hour of sacrifice, not only belonged to the same diocese as 
myself; not only postulated in this city of Verdun, in which
I  made my studies and entered Holy Orders, but she was
1 Commission for the veneration of martyrs.
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tiaptized and spent her early years in lie  parish adjoin­
ing (hat of my family.
“My kindred must certainly have been acquainted with 
hers, an l^ probably with herself previous to her departure 
for Paris, for Arras, for Cambra', and for Heaven. Some 
«lays ago I  saluted her village, the church of her First 
Communion, her dwelling, which will doubtless lie identi­
fied; and on leaving, deeply moved, the district upon which 
her first glances and her first smiles were bestowed, X 
thought, your Grace, of that land which was watered 
with her blood, near your cathedral; and i  said to myself, 
that your Grace had indeed just right to impose upon me 
the duty of investigating the life and death of this humble 
sister, if my heart had not already been impressed with 
the thought that I was about to find myself in presence of 
a most excellent and holy compatriot; and if it had not 
repeated with ihe lmiUition of Jesus Christ; “ When we 
love, we feel no labor; or if the labor is felt, it is loved: 
Aut si laboratur, labor amatur.”
The audience was captivated. The Archbishop after 
listening with evident delight to the President, returned 
sincere thanks for the devoted ness he had brought to the 
Cause of the Ursulines, arid the readiness with which he 
accepted the charge of the new Process. The Sisters of 
Charity, victims of Joseph Lebon, added the Archbishop, 
merit no less than their pious companions of Saint Saulve, 
to be honored by the faithful. The hour has come to 
glorify our martyrs of the Revolution; for if, after the 
accumulated ruins of the closing years of the eighteenth 
century, the Catholic religion has been restored in our 
land; if this religion at the present day offers so beautiful 
a spectacle of noble works, it is to our martyrs that we are 
indebted. The Archbishop then expressed his great joy 
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ment which other dioceses were disposed to follow, and 
which will doubtless continue to develop. These noble 
examples of the victims of the Revolution a rea  support 
and a powerful encouragement to all— to priest and to 
people.
This touching ceremony which left in the hearts of those 
who had the happiness of assisting at it, the deepest im­
pression, terminated with the blessing of the Bishops.
E m i l e  V i l l e t t e .
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Letter from, Rev. E. A nger, Priest of the Mission*
Some details, regarding a ministry of an exceptional 
character, confided to me by the Superior General with the 
approbation of His Eminence, the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Paris: relative to the evangelization of the Gypsies. The 
work originated as follows:
In 1829, in the department of the Rhone, Eugénie 
Bonnefbis, destined to become the foundress of the Schools 
for Gypsies, came into the world.
As a child, she had herself the experience of this wan­
dering life, and from her case we see what beautiful souls 
are sometimes to be met with in these strolling bands. 
During a halt, in a gypsy festival, she begged the good 
pastor of the village to instruct and prepare her for the 
great act of her First Communion, which deposited in her 
soul solid piety and extraordinary zeal.
During the war of 1870, Eugénie was a hospital nurse, 
enrolled at Paris, in the faubourg, St. Martin, among the 
“Sisters of France/’ and at her own request was sent to 
the ramparts.
There she gathered the injured, and under a discharge 
of shells, she dressed their wounds, speaking to them of 
G od in order to prepare them for death.
The war being ended, destitute of resources, Miss Bonne- 
fois, resumed her wandering life. Owing to the sympathy 
she excited, she rented an old panorama building which, 
three years later, she converted into a new diorama which 
was inaugurated at the Ginger-bread Market, Nation 
Square, Paris.
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Eugenie seeing around her a multitude of souls living 
without faith,* hope, or charity, resolved to make a family 
of these wandering gypsies with whom she was in daily 
contact. She had already established for them in Amiens, 
th e  First Communion class, in Paris, she was anxious to 
impart to them the knowledge of G od  w ith  the rudiments 
of learning.
In 1892, the first gi psy school was opened in Paris, 
composed of twelve children of both sexes. Accommoda­
tions soon proved insufficient; then the diorama building 
Was changed into a school-house. The number of pupils, 
from twelve amounted to thirtv-six, then to a 110; at pres­
ent, 200 children are in attendance.
M iss Bonnefois has made an addition to her school, for 
the youngest gypsy children.
The school barracks change at w ill: they follow the gyp­
sies through Paris and the outer boulevards. The school is 
Catholic, but children of any denomination are admitted.
Now what is my duty in this arrangement?
Miss Bonnefois desired to perfect her work; she, there­
fore, addressed herself to the venerable Archbishop of 
Paris who referred her to the Successor of the charitable 
Saint Vincent de Paul, our Superior General, who appointed 
me spiritual director of the work: in other terms, Pastor 
of the Gypsies of Paris.
Every week, and more frequently if necessary, I go from 
group to group, from market to market, to teach catechism, 
to visit the sick in the barracks, there to speak of G od. 
The little boys make their confession in the apartment of 
the directress who always accompanies the school. The 
little girls,conducted by a teacher, go to the parish church 
or to some community chapel, where I hear their confes­
sions. I  do not go to the wagons unless ray ministry is 
asked for.
Hitherto, I have encountered no difficulty; these poor
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people are good ; at the cost of much labor and some sao 
rifices, a favorable result is obtained.
The retreat for F irst Communion and renewal of tl:e 
-ame, is always held in thfe chapel of our sisters d? Enghien, 
,Rue (te Bicpusr; and on account of the Ginger-bread mai> 
3vet and of the Paschal time, the First Communion and 
Confirmation take place in the parish church #f St. Eli- 
:gius? Rue de Reuilly, Paris.
He who blessed the labors of our Holy Founder, Saint 
Vincent, among the galley slaves of Marseilles, seems dis­
posed to bless my little aposto late among the Gypsies of 
Paris. I hope He will send me so me charitable souls to 
¡¡assist mein the .good work.
E d . A n g e r .
A valuable production, as a source.of information, and 
'«assistance in labor, has just appeared under the title:
Explications Sommaires des Mégies Communes de la Con­
gregation de là, Mission, compiled from the A da Aposiolica  ^
the writings of Saint Vincent, Decrees of the General As­
semblies, Rules @f office, Directories, and Circulars of Su* 
periors General—One vol. m 8 . Paris, 9 i  Rue de Sèvres, 
1901.
Very Rev. A. Fiat, Superior General, addressed to the 
author of this work, Rev. Father Louwyck, the following 
letter-:
Paris, Jan. 2'S, 1901,
<iLes Explications Sommaires of our Common Rules, ac­
cording to the official or authentic documents of the little 
Company, seems to us to possess such advantages) that we 
consider it a duty to have it printed, that a copy may be 
sent to the Superior of each of our houses and to the Di­
rectors of our intern seminaries.
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"They will find therein, with the indication of reliable 
authenticity, abundant matter &r the solid instruction of 
the members of their family in regard to the duties of our 
state, and the spirit that should animate us.
“Nevertheless, the work must be appropriated, digested, 
by serious meditation, in order to impart to their instruc­
tion that unction and fervor which alone can reach the 
heart,” etc.
“In an explicit note, the author indicates the authorities 
mentioned in the body of the work, and to which he refers 
in the course of his Commentary on the Rules.
I. Acta Apostolica in gratiam Congregationis Missionis. 
One vol. in 4 . Paris, 1876.—The Coliedio Primlegiorum is 
the third edition printed in 1900. One vol. in 8 .
I I .  Writings of Saint Vincent.— His Letters. These 
number about 3 ,00 0 , published in four volumes, in 8 . 
Paris, 1880, with modern orthography to render them 
more intelligible to all.
1 . His Conferences and Spiritual Advices to the Mission­
aries. One vol. in 8 . Paris, 1881. The preservation of 
these Conferences and advices is due to Brother Ducour- 
neau who, from the year 1645, was the inseparable com­
panion of Saint Vincent, writing everywhere under his dic­
tation, and who noted or secured unknown to the Saint, all 
that he said to the Community.
3 . His Conferences to the Sisters of Charity. These Con­
ferences were taken down by some of the sisters present. 
They were published by Father Grappin, Director of the 
Sisters of Charity in 1849; a second edition was issued in 
1881; the text was revised, and the order of subjects 
adopted by Father Grappin, was replaced by chronological 
order. Two vols. in 8 .
I I I .  General Assemblies.—Three collections are in use: 
the Collectio selecta Decreiorum, in-4, printed in 1762 in 
chronological order: the Collectio completa Decretorum, a
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choice of decrees, following the alphabetical order of sub­
ject matter. This edition succeeds a similar work published 
in 1837, and forms one vol. in-4. Paris, 1882. Finally, the 
Collectio selecta Deeretorum in forma compendiosa; the 
alphabetical order of subjects is also observed in this pro­
duction. One vol. in-8 , published in Paris, in 1896.
IV . Rules of Offices.—Saint Vincent himself drew up 
the first Rules of Offices, afterwards completed and ap­
proved by the General Assemblies. The Assembly of 
1668, after a mature examination, approved the Rules of 
the Visitor, as we see in No. 326 of the Decrees. The As­
sembly of 1685 refused to modify the Rules of the Visitor 
for the case in which the Province would not yet be in a 
condition to have an intern seminary (No. 382). In 1697, 
the Assembly approved some modifications in the rules for 
the examination of postulants, of the Procurator of the 
Congregation, and of the Assistants of the Superior Gen­
eral (Nos. 391, 392). The Assembly of 1843 and of 1849 
examined the rules of offices, a portion of which had per­
ished during the Revolution, (Nos. 393, 404).
All the Rules of Offices, revised and approved by the 
Assembly of 1849, were sent to all the houses in 1850. A 
new edition, revised and approved by the Assembly of 
1890, was printed in 1891. (Gir. of Father Fiat, Oct. 20, 
1890, p. £23). These were then edited separately for each 
office anil then bound in 2 vols. in 8 .
V. Directories.—These collections indicating the manner 
in which divers works of the C ongregation  should be con-o C
ducted, are known under the title of Directories, only since 
1847; but they have existed from the beginning of the 
Company. These advices gathered into a body by the As­
sembly" of 1668, were completed by the Assembly of 1673 
and transmitted to the Missionaries by Superiors General. 
Missions, parishes, and extern seminaries are therein treat* 
ed. The Assembly of 1861 (Decree No. 2 0 1 ), expressed
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(Tier desire-to have also a Directory for preparatory semfria­
ries. This Directory, ^one vol. in 12, Paris, 1868), and that 
of the parishes, which was also demanded by the Assembly 
of 1875 (one vols. in 12 , Paris, 1889), have sine© been is­
sued, as we*l 1 as a Directory for the Sisters of Charity (one 
vol. in 12, Paris, 1884).
Y h  Circulars of Superior# General-—By the aid of 
original manuscripts, a valuable collection of these circu­
lars has» been published ( 3 vol.. in 4, Paris, 18-77, 1879r 
1880). These three volumes, conformably to what had 
been regulated by the Assembly of 1874, do not give the 
complete text of all the circulars; but in them will be found 
all that may be useful for the good of the Company..
' _  172—
GERMANY..
T H E U X  ( BELGIUM  ).
Spa and Theux are two small cities of Belgium near the 
German frontier, in the Province of Liège. The mineral 
waters of Spa attract annually a large number of strangers 
of distinction. Her Majesty, the queen of Belgium, visited 
a house of the Lazarist Missionaries last year at Theux. 
A Missionary of this house gives an interesting account 
of this visit in a letter from which we select some details:
“For some years past, her Majesty, the Queen of Bel­
gium, has resided from May to December in her magnifi­
cent castle of Spa, not far from Theux. One of our priests 
for the last two years, has been accustomed to celebrate holy 
Mass there daily in presence of her Majesty in the chapel 
of the castle. On Sunday, the queen attends the parish 
church; in this way she came to know of our establish­
ment and expressed her intention of visiting it.
“On Thursday, Nov. 8 , 1900, her Majesty arrived, an i
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was received with the honors due to her rank and to the 
benevolence which she vouchsafed to manifest towards us, 
She visited all the departments of the house; we then ac­
companied her to the church, for the pious princess ex­
pressed her desire to adore the Blessed Sacrament. At the 
«entrance, the Rev. Superior, vested In sacerdotal robes, pre­
sented holy water. Then the queen, conducted to the seat 
of honor prepared for her in (he choir, assisted most rev­
erently at the Benediction. Our thoughts, quite naturally 
reverted to her illustrious ancestor, the pious Rodolph of 
Hapsburg, whose lively faith and veneration for the Blessed 
Sacrament, have been immortalized in a musical production 
of Schiller, universally known.
uIn the parlor, her Majesty with her suite, accepted of 
n little refreshment; the Superior and his assistant had the 
honor of partaking of it.
November 8, 19005 will be for our Colkgmm Marianum^
& day of imperishable memory; and we shall ask of G od  
to bless the noble princess whose benevolence filled with 
j o y  the hearts of Saint Vincent’s Children in banishment 
from their Fatherland.
ul ,  r : 9
I t  seems opportune, on the occasion of this narration, to 
present a general view of events which induced the Mis­
sionaries of Saint Vincent de Paul to establish the col­
lege of Theux.
HISTORICAL SUMMARY R E LA TIV E  TO T H E  PRO VINCE O ^ 
GERMANY FROM 1873,
In 1873,the eight houses of our ancient Province of Prus­
sia (Cologne, Meuss, Muhstereifel, Malmedy, Hildesheim, 
Beiligenstadt, Bedburg, and Springborn with thirty-four 
priests and more than sixty brut hers) were suppressed in 
consequence of a law against the Jesuits; for another law
45
et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 8, No. 2
Published by Via Sapientiae, 1901
— 174 —
declared the Lazarists, Redemptorists, Fathers3 of the Holy 
Ghost, and the Ladies of the Sacred Heart, “associates.” 
The archbishop of Cologne made sirenuoos efforts to retain 
the Missionaries; he went so far, as to ask and obtain 
from the Holy See, unknown to them, a dispensation from 
their vow of obedience to a foreign Superior General- But 
the Missionaries refused to accept the dispensation, pre­
ferring exile to separation from the centre of their Con­
gregation.
However, the Province was not totally destroyed.
The Visitor, Rev. H. Marcus, with the approbation of 
the Superior General, immediately opened the new house 
of Martelange in a country of Belgium where the German 
language was spoken. Four confreres, with Father Kreut- 
zer as Superior, attended to the needs of the parish, or 
gave missions in the environs.
The other confreres had placed themselves at the dis­
posal of the Superior General and were dispersed through­
out the Provinces of France, Portugal, the East, and 
America; it was the intention, however, to recall them 
when the Province would require it. Father Marcus then 
took up his abode at the Mother-House in Paris, writh 
Father Kelz,Director of the Sisters of Charity in Germany.
One very aged confrere remained in Germany, at Cologne 
Nippes,1 as chaplain of the Sisters’ Central-House. The 
former Central-House of the Missionaries of Cologne 
(Stockgasse 6), ceded to tenants, as well as the church, was 
looked after by a brother coadjutor. Religious service in 
the church was never entirely interrupted; a secular priest 
or a Missionary discharged it.
Martelange was the only house of the Province until 
Jan. 25, 1878. On that day Father Marcus commenced 
in the small city of Theux, near Spa, in a house given by
1 N ip p e S j  two kilometres to the north of Cologne: it might be called a 
suburb of Cologne.
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the B vs bop of Liège, a college or preparatory seminary for 
German students, especially for those who desired to be­
come priests.
The students from Germany were numerous, and Father 
Marcus, Visitor and Superior, was obliged to recall some 
of the former Missionaries, priests and brothers. In the 
course of the year, the personnel was completed : eight 
priests and nine brothers.
The house of Martelange was necessarily abandoned the 
following year, in consequence of the liberal govern ment 
of Belgium at the time, and the college of Theux was 
transferred to Andrimont, near Vervier, where la th e r 
Vogels was appointed Superior. But before the close of 
1880, it was transferred a second time to Theux-Marche? 
quite near the first locality. Providence favored the ac­
quisition of a magnificent property which became, and 
which still is, the Central-House of the new Province. 
The number of students from Germany continued to in­
crease, requiring the buildings to be enlarged.
In 1885, an intern seminary was opened at Theux, un­
der the direction of Father Schreiber.
In 1887, after the death of good Father Marcus, Rev. 
Father Vogels was nominated Visitor and Director of the 
Sisters of Charity, and Father Schreiber, Superior. The 
Missionaries were then allowed to give regular missions in 
Germany, as before the Kulterkampf.
In 1891, at the request of the Catholic Society of Pales­
tine in Germany, two Missionaries of Theux set out on a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem to examine the work to be in­
trusted to them.
For a long time past, a member of the Congregation, 
Mgr.Thiel, bishop of Costarica, had been anxious to have 
some confrères for the direction of his seminary.
In 1893, the house of Theux sent five priests, two
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fmnhers (clerics), and nine brothers (coadjutors), to* com­
mence this second house of the Province.
In  1894, after the death of Father Vogels, Father 
Kreutzer was appointed Visitor, b a th e  did not. quit his» 
ordinary residence at St. Rosalie, Paris. This same year 
the Province assumed the title; Province of Germany..
A third house was founded in 1895, at Puerto-Limon 
de Costarica, at the request of Mgr. Thiel. The Mission­
aries sent there, were to discharge the duties of an extensive 
parish, ministering to a mixed population of Spanish, E n­
glish, and French. Besides- this, they were also required 
to instruct the native Indians of the district of Talamanea? 
with a station at Sipurio, wrhere at the present time, two 
Missionaries and two brothers reside. Opposite to the Cor­
dilleras, on the Pacific, another station at Terraba among 
the Indians, has been provisorily established, at the sugges­
tion of Mgr. Thiel. A confrere and a brother reside there.
I t was very inconvenient to unite so many different 
works in the institution of Theux; a college, an intern 
seminary, studies, and missions.
Therefore, in 1896, a fourth house for the Missionaries 
employed in giving missions, was opened near the German 
frontier, at Welkenraedt; this in a short time was trans­
ferred to Huy ft, or Josefsthal, an old castle of this district. 
^See Annals, Vol. V II. p. 23).
Finally, the development of the various works of St. 
Rosalie, at Paris, required a distinct establishment which 
in 1899, led to the foundation of the fifth house of the 
Province: Work of the Germans of St. Elizabeth, Choisy 
Avenue, 91 ; the Visitor chose Theux for his residence.
Thus, notwithstanding countless difficulties, the Prov­
ince of Germany, by the blessing of G od , is scarcely less 
flourishing at the present day, than it was at the time it 
was violently suppressed, in 1873, and the personnel is even 
more numerous.
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AUSTRIA
T H E  CONGREGATION OF THE MISSION 
IN AUSTRIA.
I ts  In tro d u c tio n  In f  A) thin ^Country 
O rig in  O f EachM ouse O f th e  -P rov in g  
A.ustro-H un gory*
Preface*
“ By the grace of Gob I am what I  am ^  such was the 
testimony of St. Paul filled with admiration for his voca­
tion to the a postdate of the nations. These words may be 
applied not only to the holy Apostle, but they refer, more­
over, to every man, and especially to «ach Order., Congre­
gation, or religious Institute in the Church, appointed to 
preach the Gospel. Rightly may they be applied to our 
Company; and wherever this Company has been estab­
lished it bears witness to the efficacy of the grace of G od.
It might be well to narrate briefly its origin and its 
development in the Austro-Hungarian Province; we do 
this the more willingly as we are celebrating the Sacerdotal 
Jubilee of Father William Mungersdorf, Visitor of this 
Province. Is it not a favor irons G od for a Missionary 
to be spared to see the Fiftieth anniversary of his religious 
vocation, to have the direction of a Province confided to 
him and,, during the multiplied labors of all these years, to 
have abundant blessings poured out upon him ? No one 
would dare deny this fact. These few lines are intended 
as a tribute of praise to G o d , of thanksgiving to Him 
ior the establishment of the Congregation in Austria, andO © /
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ORIGIN OF T H E CONGREGATION O F T H E  MISSION IN  AUSTRIA.
(a u g u s t , 1852.)
Long before the introduction—properly so called—of 
our Congregation into Austria, this country had been the 
theatre of the labors of the Sons of Saint Vincent de Paul, 
and this during five years, 1760-1765. At this epoch, 
the Most Eminent Cardinal Migazzi invited the Missiona­
ries from Poland to direct the theological Seminary of 
Vienna, Austria, and those of Vatzen, and Tv maw* 
Hungary.
Shortly afterwards, however, the blighting wind raised 
by politicians swept over the monasteries, and ere long 
the Missionaries departed from Austria, to return there a 
century later.
Divine Providence brought thither the Sisters of Charity 
before the Missionaries; for in the year 1841, Mgr. Zan- 
gerle, bishop of Seccaw, Gratz, invited them to the mon­
astery of Gratz. Ten years later, with the consent of his 
successor, Mgr. Rausch or, who afterwards became Cardinal 
Archbishop of Vienna they were united with the Sisters 
of Charity of the Mother-House in Paris.
At the same epoch, the Lord inspired several persons 
of distinction with the desire to establish the Missions in 
Austria; this thought led finally to the introduction of 
our Congregation into this country. Although these men 
are not members of our religious Family, they merit 
mention here; they were six in number: Charles, Count 
of Avernas; Clement, Count de Brandis; Ferdinand, Count 
de Brandis; Marc Glaser, pastor; Rev. Louis Schlor, 
Master of Spirituality; lastly, Mgr. Antoine Slomsch, 
bishop of Lav ant.
These names are given in the chronological order of 
their participation in the work of G od . The three counts, 
named above, thought only of procuring missions for
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Austria; and without having any special Congregation in 
view, they applied to the aforementioned pastor, Marc 
Glaser, to find priests for this object. The pastor’s efforts 
failed of success, when Rev, John Klaischer, then sub­
director of the ecclesiastical seminary of Gratz, advised 
him to invite the Lazarists, on condition that the Austrian 
priests would go to Paris to enter the Congregation and be 
sent back to their own country after their intern Seminary 
or novitiate. Father Klaischer offered himself for this 
work; and in the autumn of 1857, in company with two 
other priests, James Horvat, and Antony Zohar, he set 
out for Paris, where he received the habit of the Company, 
.Nov. 12, 1857.
Prior, however, to these events another illustrious 
personage was making strenuous efforts to establish the 
Congregation in Austria; this was Canon Schlor, already 
mentioned. Not content with praying and causing prayers 
to be offered for this end, but wishing to take an active 
part in this establishment, he called upon Mgr. Rauscher, 
bishop of Seccaw, to urge him to open his diocese to the 
Missionaries; the bishop for political reasons opposed this 
plan; but after a time he obtained from the government 
leave for the entrance of the Missionaries into Austria; he 
supported them during his life from his own scant reve­
nue and at a more tranquil period introduced them into 
Vienna. Mgr. Slomsch, bishop of Lavant, gave hospitality 
to the Sons of Saint Vincent with a promise of a church 
and a residence.
The way was now open ; when Father Klaischer received 
from the Superior General his nomination as Director of 
the Sisters of* Charity, the aforementioned Missionaries 
directed their steps to Gratz. On this journey, at Cologne, 
they were joined by Father Hirl, a man of vast experience, 
who was to aid them in the foundation; and in August
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1852, all arrivef] at Gratz, where the Bisters of Charity 
gave them hospitality.
On September 7th, the Missionaries bade adieu to Gratz* 
going thence to Cilli to take possession of the church,: prom­
ised by Mgr. Slomsch: what happened will be related 
hereafter in the history of that house. Such was the entry 
of the Sons of Saint Vincent into Austria; these facts and 
their sequel give us reason to hope that uHe who has be­
gun the work will complete it.”
ORIGIN OF T H E  PROVINCIAL, HOUSE OF GRATZ
(1853.)
As has already been said, the first bouse in Austria was 
that of C illi; yet, through deference to the Centra!-House 
the origin of the latter will take precedence of all others 
in our narration.
The house of "Cilli had been for one year in a flourishing 
condition, when in 1853, accompanied by Father Schlick, 
Very Rev. J. B. Etienne, Superior General, visited Aus­
tria; he decided that the Province would have its central 
point at Gratz, and he named Father Schlick, Visitor® 
Executive ability of a high order and deep piety were united 
in this remarkable man who was a native of Nancy. 
G o d V  providence had chosen him for this office, and on 
his arrival in Gratz, he took up his abode in a small house 
not far from the dwelling of the Sisters of Charity. Fa­
ther Touvre was his companion. The zeal of the two 
priests was at first limited to the Sisters of Charity: they 
heard their confessions, translate ! or compiled books need­
ed in their vocation, and gave them conferences. But, 
holding in one hand the reins of government over the Sis­
ters of Charity, as we shall see further on, with the othery 
the Visitor laid the foundation of new houses in Gratz* 
and in Vienna.
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When the Church of the Immaculate Conception for the 
Sisters of Charity was completed, October 19, 1857, Father 
Schlick set about the erection of a church for the Mission­
aries. For architect he chose Frederic Schmidt, ( since be­
come very celebrated by the construction of the pastoral 
residence at Vienna). This church, commenced July 2, 
I860, finished in 1863, was consecrated in honor of our 
Lady of Sorrows, by Mgr. Ottocaro Maria, Count of A t­
teins, July 18th of the same year.
The church is small having only one nave, but its archi­
tecture and ornamentation are very remarkable and the 
faithful find the sacred edifice very attractive. The peo­
ple thronged to the church as soon as it was consecrated; 
they crowded around the confessionals, listened joyfully to 
the word of G o d , and zealously aided in the erection of 
several confraternities: those of the Holy Agony7 of our 
Lord, of the Souls in Purgatory, and recently, that of the 
Adoration of the Most Holy Sacrament, which is solemnly 
held during one night each month. After the erection of 
the church, the Missionaries devoted themselves unre­
servedly to the labors of the Lord’s vineyard. Death 
soon carried off Father Schlick, who had so wisely directed 
these labors.
In  1865 attacked by a malignant disease, anthrax, Father 
Schlick felt that his end was near, he named his successor, 
Father Mungersdorf, received the last sacraments, and 
peacefully breathed forth his soul to  G od , May 16, 1865. 
Mgr. Spaccapietra, archbishop of Smyrna, his old friend, 
whom he had providentially called in, suggested to him 
the frequent invocation of the holy Name of J e su s .
On June 11, 1865, Very Rev. J. B. Etienne, Superior 
General, appointed as Visitor, Rev. William Mungersdorf, 
until then Visitor of Cologne, and whom Divine Provi- 
4*
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dence bad selected to establish solidly what his predeces­
sor had so rapidly raised up. The external labors of the 
Missionaries are much more extended; they have gener­
ously undertaken the missions, religious exercises for Com­
munities, for the seminaries, for the confraternities, as well 
as for the catechisms.
In the same year, 1865, an intern seminary was founded 
at Gratz, and shortly after was modelled upon that of Paris.
The Sisters of Charity, who were neighbors to the Mis­
sionaries, built a school for young girls, in 1866, and in 
1873, an orphanage; hence the establishments of Saint 
Vincent de Paul occupy a considerable part of the street, 
called from the church Mariengasse (St. Mary’s). And 
what seems most admirable of all is that these works, which 
might have taken centuries to organize, had sprung up in 
about forty years.
The Superiors General often visited the Central-House 
of the Province, that they might examine the blossom on 
this branch of Saint Vincent’s Tree. Father Etienne went 
live times to Gratz, Fathers Bore and Fiat each paid one 
visit; the first in 1877, the second in 1883; they were al­
ways received with cordial respect by the Missionaries, who 
desired but one thing: that the Successor of Saint Vincent 
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GREAT BRIT A IN-ENGLAND
LONDON
In a u g u ra tio n  O f The A ssocia tion  o f  The 
L a d ie s  o f  C h a rity . 1
A most imposing ceremony marked the inauguration of 
the Association of (lie Ladies of Charity which took place 
on Saturday last, December 8 th. At about four o’clock, 
one hundred and thirty Ladies, who had sent in their 
adherence, assembled in the large hall of Saint Vincent’s 
Orphanage, Carlisle Place. Rev. Father Walsh, Director 
General of the English branch of the Ladies of Charity, 
attended by Rev. Father Poyer, Sub-Director, and Rev. 
Father Pownall rector of the Warwick St. Mission, pre­
sided and delivered the opening discourse.
After, having briefly reviewed the circumstances under 
which Saint Vincent de Paul founded the first Association. 
Father ¡^V^ alsh declared that the principal end of the work 
of the I-adies of Charity was rather to organize the works 
of charity already existing, than to promote new enterprises. 
Saint Vincent had found persons bestowing generous alms, 
but their charity wanted method: sometimes giving too 
much; again, because no plan had been arranged, failing 
to provide for the most urgent needs: Hence, his first 
intention was to establish in his Association that order 
and method from which would result the greatest possible 
good to the poor for whom this assistance was destined.
At present, the Association counts fifty-seven thousand 
members, and tl^ ir zeal, as recorded by the Annals of the 
Ladies of Charity, has effected amazing results for the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of the indigent.
I From the London Tablet, December 15, 1900.
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In England—in the diocese of Westminster, the good 
to be done is immense; and the orator was well pleased to 
see in this large assembly a manifest proof of the zeal of 
those who are about to engage in the work.
The one essential rule imposed upon all in the exercise 
of their zeal is the practice of charity: charity the flower 
and fruit of all virtue, the love of G od and, after the 
example of our Lord J esus  C h r is t , the love of the poor.
Having set forth the precious advantages of systematic 
labor, and the many indulgences granted to the Association, 
Father Walsh explained the practical method observed in 
the parochial Associations of the Ladies of Charity. In  
each parish the Ladies act in obedience to the pastor who, 
as a matter of course, is their local director. According 
to the rule laid down by Saint Vincent, no parish work 
can be organized without the consent of the pastor, who 
must, moreover, take the initiative. The members are 
honorary or active: the former contribute by their prayers 
and their alms and participate in the indulgences; the 
latter are charged with the visits, or they fulfil the divers 
duties assigned them.
The active members are besought to render an account 
of the services which they have rendered, or the alms they 
have distributed, at the local monthly reunions, the report 
is to be without signature and will be sent to the Secretary 
General. The latter will have the entire report, registered 
in the Annals of the Ladies of Charity, published in Paris.
In conclusion, the Rev. Father quoted the words of His 
Eminence Cardinal Vaughan in the preliminary meeting: 
“The spirit of Saint Vincent could not work prejudice to 
the rules of any confraternity or association ; for this spirit 
is one universal charity, embracing in its sphere of action 
all others.”
Father Poyer then thanked Father Walsh in the name 
of all present for having accepted the charge of directing the
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^eal of so large a number of Ladies; he, morever, threw 
additional light upon some practical points of the work.
The parochial committees have not je t  been formed : this 
procedure is the right of the Rev,, pastors who can act only 
¿after having been provided with the necessary material. 
When the enrolment of all Ladies of Charity will have 
been made, the local directors must be consulted and the or­
ganization of their respective committees will be left to 
their own judgment and convenience.
As to the Ladies, who already, from their own impulse 
•of charity,' and without being aggregated to any Associa­
tion, visit the poor and the sick, and in quality of Ladies 
of Charity, might desire to adopt the formulas of the re­
ports used by the Association of Paris, they can procure 
these formulas, by applying either to Lady Edmond Talbot, 
or, to Rev, Father Poyer himself Those who draw up 
these reports are requested to send them every month to 
Lady Edmond Talbot, without adding any name. At the 
end of each year these papers are forwarded to Paris, to be 
placed in the registry of the work which has been accom­
plished by the Ladies of Charity throughout the world.
The whole assembly then repaired to the chapel which 
had been suitably decorated for the occasion. When all 
were in place, His Eminence Cardinal Vaughan, attended 
by the Rev. Fathers Walsh, Poyer, and Powuall, entered 
the sanctuary and delivered a short address. After a few 
words of counsel and encouragement, His Eminence made 
a touching personal appeal to the devotedness and zeal of 
his auditors:
“My dear children/’ said His Eminence, “at this moment 
when, in co-operating with me and with my clergy, you are 
about to undertake this work of charity, I  shall not con­
ceal from you my profound solicitude and my deep sorrow. 
I  realize fully the awful responsibility incumbent on me, 
above all, for the salvation of the souls confided to me.
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Shepherd of the flock I have lost many sheep. We are in 
face of the fact that in this diocese alone there are one hun­
dred thousand souls that ought to be Catholic, and of these 
souls we can neither render an account, nor even find any 
trace. Conscious of this, our days seem shrouded in gloom 
and our heart is oppressed by grief. We recognize that 
there is still an immense WT>rk to be done,* and at the same 
time, the thought tbat we are absolutely powerless weighs 
heavily upon us.
In numbers our ranks fall very far short. Our priests 
are too few, laborers are wanting. We cannot go in search 
of our sheep. They are scattered over a thousand sections 
of the wilderness, they have left the main road and wan­
dered into couutless by-paths: they have lost their way in 
the desert,and we cannot find them. Truly doth it behoove 
the Shepherd to mourn. And, yet, it would seem that our 
ceaseless prayers are perhaps to be answered to-day. On a 
similar occasion, Saint Vincent found himself in the midst 
of his first little reunion of the Ladies of Charity. He 
also had a great and difficult work which might have ap­
peared almost impossible. Nevertheless, he contributed 
much to the accomplishment of that work, and the little 
assembly which met on that day in one room, now counts 
nearly sixty thousand members. Thus from the centre of 
this dark cloud that seems to overshadow us, there issues 
forth a gleam of light to reanimate our faith in the good­
ness of G o d . Y ou, my dear children, are the cause of this 
ray of hope; and I  return thanks to Our Lady for this 
pledge of her protection.
“Your beginning will also be a humble one, but you 
have determined to carry out, as far as possible, the work 
of Saint Vincent. You wish to be the mothers and sis­
ters of those who suffer—the sick, the poor, the ignorant.
“I  recommend to St. Vincent the sheep that we have lost. 
To him who now reigns glorious and triumphant in
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Heaven, I  commend the spiritual misery of London. He 
seeks neither riches nor pomp: he asks only that each 
one of you who walk in the path traced out by him may so 
think, so act, and so live, that these strayed sheep may re­
turn to the fold. And now, fall of hope and confidence.,
I  place you in the hands of the Blessed Virgin and of 
Saint Vincent.”
When H is Eminence had concluded, all the Ladies ad­
vanced to the Comm union-rail where, after having answered 
the questions contained in the formula of admission, each 
one received from the Cardinal, the Crucifix specially indul- 
genced for the Ladies of Charity. His Eminence then gavé 
Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament, and the ceremony 
closed by the distribution of diplomas handed to each Lady 
by the Cardinal himself,
ITALY-ROM E
During the Year of the Jubilee or the Holy Year, afc 
Rome, numerous pilgrimages flocked to the Eternal City* 
The majority were lodged in part at St. Martha’s of the 
Vatican; they took their meals there—frequently presided 
over by eminent personages, even cardinals—in the large 
dining room known as the Belvedere.
At St. Martha’s and at the Belvedere, the Sisters of 
Charity have charge of the different offices. They have 
devoted themselves to these duties with the aid of their 
companions in Rome, and many other sisters sent by the 
administration at Paris, to assist them during the year 
1900.
The Holy Father testified his satisfaction by granting 
them a special audience. December 27th, was the day ap­
pointed: The Holy Father deigned to say: “I wish to ex­
press my gratitude to all of you. You have labored for
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tfie Churchy for C h r i s t , for me; for, you see at the invita­
tion of the pope all nations hastened hither; half a million 
pilgrims gathered here. To how many have we not offered 
hospitality? And thus have we secured to them the possi­
bility of coming to Rome, But for all these; people guar­
dian angels were needed; and this is what you have been 
in their regard. All the pilgrims departed happy at the 
reception given them ; yes, all happy to have been the 
object of your care.,;
To this high testimony, the Holy Father joined the ami­
able attention of giving a special personal word to each of 
the sisters: handing to each a preciou® little gift in mem­
ory of the occasion, and he then gave them his blessing.
Letter from  S i s t e r  T h e r e s a ,. Superioress of St. M ar­
tha1s Hospital in jRome, to V e r y  R e v . A. F i a t ,  Superior 
General.
8t. Martha’s, Koroe, Jan. 8, 1901L
M o s t  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,,
Your blessing, i f  you please !
On Sunday, the Epiphany, we had a grand feast, a din­
ner for one thousand poor persons: it was delightful. Ah! 
Most Honored Father, a Sister of Charity is indeed in her 
element almong the poor! We enjoyed real happiness whilst 
distributing food amongst them. These poor people came to 
us famished; for the misery that prevails here is incredible, 
and it was a pleasure to us to see them satisfy their hunger.
There was a table of honor where two good old women, 
each more than a hundred years old, presided. His Emi­
nence, Cardinal Parocchi, assisted at this repast, walking 
up and down among the guests giving here and there a 
cheerful, kind word. All the prelates of the commission 
and all the dignitaries made it a duty to be present. D ur­
ing dinner, the Swiss band played. Before leaving, each
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person received a rosary and a picture, sent to them all 
by H is Hoi iness.
The feast was crowned by an audience with the Holy 
Father. H is Holiness came down about five o’clock, 
having chosen this hour that he might, at the same time, 
enjoy the beauty of the Illumination which was really 
magnificent; in the centre of the arches from enormous 
<•1 usters of roses there seemed to flow waves of electric 
light; the statues and marble ornaments appeared, as it 
were, in amazement at this novelty, and they had grown 
more beautiful in this mysterious splendor. Above the 
Confession of St. Peter, immense letters gracefully arranged 
formed in light: Leo X II I .,  Pontiff Gloriously Reigning; 
then, the symbol of the Holy Spirit inside of the niche 
rested in a complete framework of jets of light. Impos­
sible to describe the joy, the acclamations, of the multitude 
at the appearance of the Sovereign Pontiff, who seemed 
even younger than usual. The Holy Father having 
reached the Chair of St. Peter, from that spot adored the 
Blessed Sacrament which had been exposed. The Litany 
of the Sacred Heart, The Tanturn Ergo, the TeDeum, were 
chanted. Oh! Most Honored Father, nothing was so 
touching as the sanctuary at that moment; all human 
grandeur had disappeared even the large assemblage of 
cardinals with the long red trains of their cappa were 
simply kneeling on the marble pavement, all like so many 
little seminarians, as if by their respectful annihilation 
they would say to us: how all earthly greatness pales 
here before the Divine Majesty,
To-day, January 8 th, the English had a private audience 
at the Vatican in the Sistine Chapel. How many vivats 
during the three quarters of an hour that the audience 
lasted! The Holy Father seemed to enjoy it. A long 
address was read and the Holy Father had it answered in 
his nam£ The response was in French, this being doubt-
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lass' the diplomatic tongue. But so well did His Holiness 
follow the wording of the phrases that at a certain point/ 
when the interpreter had changed or omitted some expres­
sion, the Holy Father, without more ceremony, said in a 
strong, clear voice that could be heard distinctly at the 
other end of the chapel, that was not exactly the word ; 
and then he quite simply refreshed the memory of the  
humble interpreter, who repeated the phrase, modifying 
the expression, and continued as if there had been no 
interruption.
Rest assured that it is always with renewed happiness 
that I  ask our Lord*s blessing here for you.
Be pleased to accept, etc.
S r . T h e r e s a .
HISTORICAL NOTES
ON T H E
ESTABLISHMENTS OF THE SISTERS OF CHARITY
IN  IT A L Y — PIEDM ONT.
The existence of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent 
de Paul, in Piedmont, dates from 1788. In  1800 the 
Revolution destroyed the work which had been greatly 
extended; it was re-organized in 1833 and is nowin a 
flourishing condition. This we shall see from a few details.
I .— B IR T H  OF T H E  COMMUNITY OF T H E  SISTERS OF 
C H A RITY  IN  PIEDM ONT.
Encouraged by the pastor of their native place, two 
young girls had opened a school near Montanaro for the 
poor children of those parts. In 1778 they were joined 
by several other pious young girls and they placed them.
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selves under the direction of a Missionary ; in this way a 
small Community was formed with the approbation of the 
Abbé of San Benigno. They adopted the Rule of Saint 
Vincent de Paul as also the costume—as nearly as they 
•could—of the Sisters of Charity in France; they took the 
name and consecrated themselves to the service of the 
poor country people. They visited the poor sick, assisted 
them in their spiritual and temporal wants; they opened 
n school in which they taught poor little girls; all these 
duties were discharged with a zeal and charity most praise­
worthy. Their establishment was approved by îetters*-pat- 
ent from Victor Amedeus I IL  in date of August 7, 1779.
In 1788, Father Sicardi, a Missionary originally from 
Italy, then Director of the Sisters of Charity in France, 
testified to the Superioress in Paris, so advantageously con­
cerning the piety and the virtues of the Sisters of Monta - 
naro, that he obtained the favor of their affiliation to the 
Community of the Sisters of Charity in France. Sister 
Renee Dubois, then Superioress of the Community, notified 
them of this affiliation by a letter from Paris in date of 
November 12, 1788; and on the 20th of the same month, 
Father Cay la, Superior General of the Congregation of 
the Mission and of the Company of the Sisters of Charity, 
wrote to the Superioress of Montanaro:
Paris, November 20, l^ B .
“ M y  v e r y  d e a r  S i s t e r ,
The grace of our Lord be ever with us !
“Father Sicardi, formerly your Superior, and now my 
dear Assistant, has just laid before me, my very dear Sister, 
your earnest entreaties to be permitted to affiliate your 
Community to the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity, 
who are numerous in all the Provinces of France, in Poland, 
in Prussia, and in Russia, and now, through Her Imperial
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Majesty, in Germany. We, as the ordinary head of the 
Congregation of these Sisters who, according to their In ­
stitute, devote themselves indefatigably to the service of 
the poor sick in the hospitals and parishes where they 
are established; and they are also occupied in schools for 
the education of young girls;
“ Having reflected seriously on the nature of your peti­
tions, wTe willingly accede to your earnest request. Your 
costume, as you remark in your letter to Father Sicardi, is 
the same as that of the Sisters of Charity in France. You 
profess the same Rules ; you perform the same duties of 
charity towards the sick poor, and towards the young g irk  
of the parish. Your conduct is very regular as we learn 
from Father Sicardi; you have the approval of your bish­
op and of your pastor, and permission has been granted 
you by the Most Christian King of Sardinia, who has giv­
en you for this his letrers*-patent.
“These, my very dear Daughters, are the motives which 
have induced us to associate to the body of the Sisters of 
Charity of France (as their Superioress General, our Most 
Honored Sister Renée Dubois has just done,) you and all 
the Sisters of your Community, present and future; so 
that, henceforth, the Sisters of Charity whether in France, 
in Poland, in Prussia, in Russia, in Germany, or in Pied­
mont, are one and the same.”
These letters reached Turin, December 3 9, 1788. Father 
Bertoldi, Superior of the Missionaries in that city, was 
charged with the spiritual care of this new branch of the 
Family of Saint Vincent. Sr. Margaret Rertolotti, Su­
perioress of Montanaro, wrote Father Cay la, at Paris, a 
letter expressing her filial gratitude; this letter was signed 
by herself and her companions.
From the date of the Union of the Sisters of Montanaro 
with those of France, until the Revolution of 1792, the
66
Annals of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 8 [1901], No. 2, Art. 1
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol8/iss2/1
— 193 —
Community In Paris sent them the circulars-of each New 
Year and those of the Vows,
These sisters, be’ng very poor, were under the necessity 
of receiving among their classes . pay-pupi3s, and even 
hoarders, to whom they gave a Christian education; later, 
they were authorized by the Superiors in Paris to continue. 
But, in 1820, Father Borsareli, Missionary, and Father 
Frola, a secular priest, both of distinguished merit, gave 
to the Sisters of Charity a house and a lot of ground, thus 
they were enabled to provide for their maintenance with­
out the boarders: from that time, therefore, they ceased to 
receive them.
The revolution of 1800, in Piedmont, having brought 
about the dispersion of* the Missionaries of that country, 
the Sisters of Charity placed themselves under the direc­
tion of the bishop of the diocese, who appointed the pastor 
of Montanaro to take charge of them.
I I ,— GRADUAL. r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k :
T H E  SISTERS OF RIVA KOLA-CANAVESE, ( PIEDM ONT. )
In 1822, the sisters were Informed that Father Gior­
dano was at Turin to re-establish the Missionaries there; 
they presented a petition to be placed under the guidance 
of the Sons of Saint Vincent, as they had been previous to 
the Revolution. Father Giordano yielded to their en­
treaties; during' the same year he was able to give them 
the spiritual exercises, and he continued afterwards to 
direct them, as did also Father Durando.
In 1828, five young girls of Rivarolo and the environs 
uniting in that town, founded a Community which they 
placed under the protection of Saint Vincent de Paul, and 
they besought the Missionaries to receive them under their . 
direction. They assumed the name, adopting the Rules and 
the Habit of the Sisters of Charity.
5
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Two sisters* of Monta?narr> were* delegate! by Father 
Giordano to repair toRivarofe and remain there with the. 
new sisters' whom Providence har? Just associated to them.. 
All now wore the? same costume; and gradually conformed 
to the same* customs. A school for poor yoiMBg girls was; 
opened at Rivarolo and the indigent were sought out and 
relieved* This establish merit was approved by letters-pat- 
ent of King Charles Felix,. in date of March 7th,. of the 
same year.
In 183*1, they founded a novitiate which enabled them to* 
furnish sisters for*the small hospital of Rivarolo,, of Ivrea^, 
of San Benigno, and of Somnmriva*
These houses  ^ nevertheless^ had neither bond nor direct 
eomrnimication, so that if tH® sisters; of the first house a t 
Montanaro hadT thanks to Father Bertasrelli, wherewith to 
live, it i& certain that others were in very great need* We 
have proof of this in- the testimony of Sr. Fausdne M at- 
tacheo, who was one of those who lived among the first sis­
ters of Rivarolo., She says: “ In the early days whilst I 
was there ( at Rivarolo \  two sisters took the Habit: one 
of them had charge of the kitehenr the other cultivated the 
garden and looked a f  er the cow for the wants of the family» 
This house was very poor; we ate rye hready badly baked. 
W e had no chairs;, when we were tired working, we seated 
ourselves—though it was very seldom that we could sit 
down—on the edge oi the be 1, which consisted of a simple; 
straw mattress, two benches and four boards., We had in 
one room a* small statue of the' Blessed Virgin,, in plaster,, 
with the arms broken ; this room served ns for an oratory... 
Father Giordano came every month; he heard our confess 
sion, gave us a conference and, once a year, the holy exer ­
cises of the Retreat. We labored for the love o f G o d ,, 
in perfect harmony, and we lived as happy as queens^
However, as has been said, there was a great difference 
among the houses, and Father Du rand o who had succeeded
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leather Giordano, "was grieved to see this. He was painel 
::above all to notice the ^diversity of «spirit:; for, «obliged, as 
tie was, to intrust the direction of the sisters to secular 
priests, uniformity in the spirit and in the llute were nee- 
«essarily "wanting. He had been most desirous to bring 
uiboiat uniformity- but, besides tl*e difficulty o f sucli an un­
dertaking be was overwhelmed by bis countless duties». 
Hence be concluded to rel’eve himself entirely «of the re* 
ssponsibility, }*y placing tlwesfeteus in the haaidsof their owra 
bishops. The Superioress of Rivarele, Sr. Marti no to, 
“whose brother, a fervent Missionary, dfed some time after 
a t Turin, in the odor of s&nctity, got wind o f the matter; 
weeping bitterly, she hastened to tine bouse of the mission, 
masked to see Father Durando and cast ¡herself at his feet:: 
“Father,” *said she, in tears and with an accent of desola­
tion ; “Father, do not abandon us! I  .shall not rfee from 
my knees m util y 0*1 have prom feed that you will continue 
to be our Father.” Father Durando was'deeply touched- 
he seemed to veeognize in the humble posture of the Supe­
rioress; and her earnest pleading, a manifestation of the 
Divine Will, and he thought mo more of giving up these 
poor sisters.
Thenceforward, besought some means of leading them 
to the system of religious uniformity and regularity, of 
which he had already eorueived the idea. He concluded 
that the most efficacious means would be to incorporate 
them with the Mother-Community of Paris, and, subse­
quently, to establish a Central-House and novitiate at Turin. 
He communicated his project to the Visitor, Father Cas- 
tagna3 who fully approved of it. The latter presented 
himself with Father Durando, before King Charles-Albert 
to whom they made known the nee Is of the rising Insti­
tute and their plans concerning it. “Had I at my disposal 
$l suitable place,” replied the King, “I  would at once make 
it over to you to be consecrated to so praiseworthy an ob-
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ject. I  shall consider the matter; but mean while do not 
postpone the realization of so grand an idea. Yes, look 
around; and if necessary rent a house, I will defray all the 
expense; and I, moreover, from this day grant $600 for 
the maintenance of the Sisters.”
Father Durando, to whom the Visitor had intrusted the 
management of the affair soon found a house with a yard 
and a garden. This was the Vinia House, on the King’s 
Boulevard, now the Victor Emmanuel drive. But to insure 
the success of his -project, he believed that, the primitive 
spirit must be drawn from the fountain-head; he applied 
to the Superiors in Paris and by dint of prayers and en­
treaties obtained from them the promise that four French 
sisters would be sent to Turin to carryout his design.
Meanwhile, he had striven to commence by having the 
sisters adopt a uniform costume, but he had not accom­
plished his purpose. The cause of this ill success is'ex­
plained by Sr. Mattacheo, who thus ingenuously relates 
her transfer from the school of Rivarolo/to the hospital of 
Sommariva:
“We arrived at Turin with our venerated Father; the 
next day he conducted us to Sommariva del Bosco to open 
a hospital there. We were four in number: Sr. Verguiano 
Sr. Euphrasie, Sr. Blesille, and myself. Father had brought 
a box containing the cornettes and collars as worn by the 
sisters in France, and that evening when we reached Som­
mariva, he said to us: “To-morrow, you will put on the 
costume of the French sisters, and in the morning when 
the Marquis comes with his lady to hear Mass—he meant 
the Marquis and the Marchioness of Sommariva, founders 
of the hospital—they will be agreeably surprised to see 
you going to the Holy Table in the new costume.’ Filled 
with eagerness and delight we took the box and having 
opened it, we strove in many ways to exercise our skill. 
After repeated attempts we managed to arrange the toquois,
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Lut the p ïece of stiff linen which was to form the cot roe t to  
we turned first one way and then another ; there we were 
51 util the clock struck el-even 1 without being able to suc- 
<eed, so that the next day, deeply mortified, we went to 
the Holy Table as usual with the veil.
“After Mass, Father asked : ‘How is k, my children,
11 at you did not put on the cornette?’ We told him that 
the long piece of linen had occasioned our failure. ‘Is it 
possible? Bring.me the box/ he exclaimed, Met us see!’
“We brought it to him most willingly, but he also, the 
good and kind Father turned and twisted the material for 
die cornette; lie could not explain the difficulty : he then 
replace Î each object saying: ‘We must have a little pa­
tience; let us wait until the French .s’sters come they will 
teach us the whole proceeding.91
A R R IV A L OF T H E  FRENCH SISTERS.— ESTABLISHM ENT 
O F T H E  CENTRAL-HOU SE AND T H É  SEM IN ARY AT TU RIN .
On May 16, 1833, Sr. Langlois, arrived from France as 
Visitatrix of all the Sisters of Charity established in Pied­
mont, and Sr.. La font as Assistant. In the following Au­
gust, two other sisters came: one of these, Sr. Sordet, was 
to take charge of the Seminary. Under the guidante of 
these French sisters, several bands came from Rivarolo 
and Montanaro, and thus between the years 1833 and 1834, 
the Central-House and the Novitiate were commenced; the 
thirty-three sisters of the aforementioned six establishments 
passed through this house. They were called hither five 
or six at a time that, under the direction of Sr. Sordet and 
the vigilant eye of Mother Langiois all might acquire a 
uniform spirit and bear, as it were, the same stamp. All, 
however, were not willing to submit to the discipline of the 
French sisters, those especially of Montanaro, who, being 
more comfortably situated than the others, preferred to 
5*
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form a separate Community under the protection of the 
bishop of lvrea, and pledging their obedience to him. All 
the rest, to the number of thirty-three, as already indicated,, 
acr*ep‘ed the costume and the Rule; they were incorporated 
with the Community, and were thus ingrafted upon the 
great Tree planted by Saint Vincent de Paul
October 15, 1&33, Very Rev* Dominic Salhorgne, Su­
perior General of the Congregation of the Mission and of 
the Sisters of Charity, by letters-patent, appointed Rev. 
Mark Antonv Durand o, Director of the Sisters o f  Charity 
io Piedmont.
After the arrival of the French sisters in Turin, several 
young girls solicited the favor of being received among 
the novices from Rivarolo; then was formed a small group 
which our good G o d  has deigned to bless and which, there­
fore, has continued to increase and multiply.
By a letter from the Keeper of the Seals, in date of 
March 18, 1833, the King of Sardinia had appointed the 
establishment of the Sisters of Charity, in his States, and 
he had granted them a semi-annual appropriation of $700, 
for the rent of the house which they occupied whilst wait­
ing until they could have one of their own. By another 
letter of October i>th, the same year, His Majesty fixed a 4 
pension to them from the steward’s Office of $800, and 
requested that his Military Hospital of Turin be served 
by them. Twenty Sisters of Charity were sent to this 
hospital. August 1, 1833, and April 1 , 1837 two more 
sisters were added to the number, that they might take 
charge of the pharmacy which until that time had been in 
the hands of seculars. But two sisters did not suffice for 
this large pharmacy; a third one was asked for, and this 
petition was granted January 1, 1839.
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B E N E FIT S 'CONFERRED BY PROVIDENCE UPON T H E  
COMMUNITY OF PEIDMQNT.
From the date of their arrival from France, the Sisters 
of Charity—as has already been said— had received several 
marks of benevolence from His Majesty., Charles Albert. 
This excellent monarch from whom each day recorded some 
benefit, would not have the sisters deprived of the advan­
tage already enjoyed by several Communities, for which his 
munificence had provided suitable houses. The convent 
of Saint Saviour at Turin appeared to him w e ll1 adapted 
for a novitiate. He procured for the religious (the Servite 
Fathers ) who resided there, a house in the centre of Turin, 
and named the date wherein he wished this convent to be 
placed at the disposal of the Sisters of Charitv.
Foreseeing that these good religious might perhaps be 
too slow in the execution of his orders, the king himself 
repaired to Saint Saviour on September 27th«, anniversary 
of the death of Saint Vincent de Paul, and had the keys 
of the house placed in the hands of the sisters: A few 
months liter this incomparable monarch gave them $3,200  
to defray the expense entailed by necessary repairs in the 
said house. This large sum was still insufficient, for the 
amount in question was over $4,720; but in this in­
stance, as in many others, Divine Providence did not fail 
them. The king continued for years his generous dona­
tions ; whilst he lived the Sisters of Charity could count 
upon his favors and his bounty. Hence, grateful for these 
benefits, the sisters erected io the vestibule of the Central- 
House of Saint Saviour, a bust of the king which may 
still be seen there with this brief inscription:
TO T H E  PA TE R N A L  BENEVOLENCE 
OF K IN G  C H A R LES-A LB ER T 
T H E  SISTERS OF C H A R ITY  
GRATITUDE,
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Who would believe that a Community at the outset 
without means, having in the beginning only a rented 
house, and furniture for the most part borrowed, could, m 
the short space of five years, meet an expense of $22,740. 
Of this amount $11 , 0 ^ 0  came to them from the munifi­
cence of the king. J t is true that if the infant Community 
had no other resources than those of Providence,experience 
has taught that Community that no resources are so sure,., 
nor so extensive as those which Almighty Goi> provides* 
Was not all succor drawn from His treasury?
I l l „ DEVELOPM ENT OF T H E  WORKS.
After the Military Hospital, the first large establishment' 
of Turin that asked for and obtained the sisters was the 
St. John’s Civil Hospital; afterwards, thanks to the kind 
interest of Marquis Alfieri, the work o f  the Maternity; a 
little later, it was the work of the Misericorde, that Father 
Durando, Priest of the Mission, founded with the concur­
rence of the noble and pious ladies whom he had gathered 
into the Confraternity of Charity. Conspicuous among 
these latter, we find the Countess Louise: Favria, foundress 
of the Society; her sister, the Marchioness Constance 
d 7A z e g lio , both of the house of Alfieri, and their sister-in- 
law, Louise Alfieri, née della Trinità. These were Joined, 
sometime afterwards, by the Countess Carni ; hence the 
families of Alfieri and Carni were the founders of the 
work which, from this circumstance took the double name; 
and from the locality it was called the Misericorde delle 
Cascine, in St. Philip’s parish.
The work was commenced by domiciliary visits to the 
poor sick, and a small hospital for aged women: owing to 
the great generosity of the two aforementioned families, 
there developed in time, an orphanage for young girls, a 
workroom for externs, a maternal school, a training school
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for young teachers—-in a word, a group of charitable works 
enduring and steadily prospering, I t was in that very 
place, that later, from time to time, one might meet those 
two ange’s of benevolence, the daughters of Vic tor-Em- 
manuel II., Marie Ciotilde, who became the consort of 
Prince Napoleon, and Marie-Pi a, who espoused the King 
of Portugal. They loved to repair thither; it was de­
lightful to them to be able to steal away from the pomp 
and splendor of the court for a short visit to the Sisters 
of Charity, whom they loved as their own sisters, and 
sometimes to assist personally in serving their poor young 
girls.
One of the ancient sisters has left us a special note on 
this foundation, which, at a later period was extended to 
the divers parishes of Turin. This sister relates that on 
January 3, 1836, the first little reunion was held; there 
being present in this meeting many ladies of the most 
distinguished families of Turin, and four sisters destined 
to commence the work« At the appointed hour. Father 
Duran do arrived, and the opening words of his address 
recalled the memory of St. Jerome in the midst of the 
ladies of Rome, and Saint Vincent de Paul surrounded by 
those of Paris; he enumerated the marvelous fruits of 
charity produced by those noble women under the impulse 
Imparted by the two Saints; then he exclaimed: “ Wretch 
that I  am! I  have not even the shadow of their sanctity, 
nor any semblance of the charity of Saint Vincent, whose 
livery I  so unworthily wear; my sins render me unfit for 
anything but to spoil the work of G o d .”
Indeed so far was the zealous Missionary from spoiling 
the work of G o d , that these pious ladies, inflamed with a 
holy fervor, contributed so generously to the work of the 
Misericorde, that in a few years it became one of the most 
flourishing at Turin.
In  nine years, that is from the date of the establishment
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of the Central-House of Turin, the Sisters of Charity of 
Italy, had twenty foundations: five at Turin, two at Genoa, 
and one in each of the following cities: Placentia, Siena,» 
Savona, Oneglia, Racconigi, Grugliasco, Nice, Ivrea,Castel- 
lamonte, San-Benigno, Acqui, Carignan and Sommariva.
The departments which for the Sisters of Charity are 
dependent upon the Province of Piedmont are: Piedmont^ 




T H E  TH IR D  CENTENARY A N N IV ER SA R Y  OF T H E  
ORDINATION OF SAINT V IN C EN T:
FE ST IV IT IE S OF BLESSED FRANCIS CLET.
Cracow, October, 1900.
I t  was not in France alone that the Third Centenary of 
the sacerdotal Ordination of Saint Vincent de Paul was 
celebrated; the echo of the solemnity in honor of the Fa­
ther of the Poor reached even to Poland.
No saint is more popular here than Saint Vincent, there 
is no Polish heart that does not cherish him as its Father, 
This was why the countless members of the different char­
itable societies that have chosen him as their protector, 
came to solicit us also to celebrate a  festival with all possi­
ble solemnity, when they had learned through the press 
that France would thus honor the anniversary of the ordi­
nation of Saint Vincent de Paul. We did our utmost to 
respond to these pious desires; but our church, besides be­
ing very small, W as, moreover, encumbered with scaffold­
ing on account of repairs that were going on. The second
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Family of Saint Vincent came to our aid, by throwing open 
the doors of its large and beautiful church to the piety of 
the clients of our Blessed Father; and on this occasion the 
sacred edifice, placed at ©ur disposal by the Sisters of Char­
ity, was not spacious enough.. Mgr. Puzina, prince-bis hop 
•of Cracow, greatly desired to celebrate pontifically, but be­
ing unable to do so, he said low Mass, at seven o’clock,, 
At the high Mass, Father Kiedrowski, our Visitor, deliv­
ered the first panegyric of Saint Vincent; another being 
given in the evening after Vespers, The choir, composed 
of the students of our Congregation, greatly enhanced the 
solemnity of our feast. I t was very touching to see the 
multitudes of all grades of society crowding into the church, 
and mingling tiieir sighs and tears with the prayers by 
which they invoked Saint Vincent,
To the solemnities in honor of the Father, succeeded the 
festivities held for the triumph of one of his Sons—the 
Triduum in honor of Blessed Francis Regis Clet.
We were obliged to postpone this celebration until Octo­
ber, as our church could not be completed at an earlier date. 
The varied tint and coloring inside produce a very fine ef­
fect. This important work reveals an inspiration at once 
beautiful and religious; it is from the brush of a very 
famous artist, Mr. Matejko. He has transformed this little 
church into one of the gems of our city.
Our Triduum opened October 27th. The large oil-paint­
ing of our Blessed Martyr suspended above the altar and 
surmounted by a rich golden wreath filled us with holy 
thoughts; and each time that we entered our renovated 
church we were reminded by our Blessed Martyr, that it is 
not in the material temple alone, but in our soul, above all, 
that a complete reformation must be effected. From the 
entrance to our church there arose, it seemed to us, a 
mysterious voice urging us to strive to be worthy brothers
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©f him who was receiving there so much honor,. and whose* 
glory rebounded so eloquently throughout the inclosure.
The Triduum was opened by the Vespers^ the Visitor 
officiating, with an exhortation to the assembled faithful,, 
to profit by all the graces and blessings which Almighty 
God was abuut to shed opon each, individually, through the 
intercession'of the Blessed Martyr. On each of these three 
days we had : at half-past five, high Mass ; at eight, votive 
Mass; at ten, solemn Mass. At four in the evening, Ves­
pers were sung. As it was not possible to delay his depart­
ure for Leopol, the prince-bishop of Cracow could not 
keep his engagement to pontificate at Mass.
On the first day, however, we had for celebrant; Mgr. 
Canon Spis, professor in the University of Cracow; on the 
last day, Mgr. Nowak, who has been named suffragan for 
Cracow. For the closing Vespers, we had Mgr. the Vicar- 
General, Gawronski. Each day two panegyrics in honor of 
our Blessed Martyr were delivered. A t all the offices the 
music and chants were rendered in a most satisfactory 
manner by the students of the Congregation. Several of 
our Missionaries of the Province came to Cracow to par­
ticipate in our solemn festivities. The faithful most eagerly 
took part, and manifested a profound and fervent venera ­
tion for our Blessed Martyr.
These sentiments were due in a great measure to the 
excellent preacher, Father Chromecki, who, after alluding 
to the sad state of affairs in France, at the time of the de­
parture of Blessed Francis Regis for China, appropriately 
quoted the: Gesta Dei per Francos; then having pointed 
out how well France had served the cause of G od, he con­
cluded by saying that the Gesta Dei per Francos is still 
realized in our day, that the new Martyrs are a most hon­
orable proof of this.
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Letter from R e v  E. C a z g t ,  Priest of the Mission, to  
V e r y  R e v . A. F i a t ,  Superior General.
Zeifcenlik-, May 15, r-900.
M o s t  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, i f  you please!
His Grace Mgr, Bonetti, Apostolic Delegate to Constan­
tinople, on his way to Rome, arrived in our city on Tues­
day, May 1st; he was accompanied by our Visitor, Father 
Jarosck, Superior of our house of Saint-Georges, and 
Father Droitecourfc. He was met at the station by the 
French consul, the representative of Vali, Mgr. Epiphane, 
bishop of the United-Bulgarians, the Superiors of nearly all 
the houses of the Province, the Missionaries of Salonica and 
Zeitenlik, as also the students of the Bulgarian Seminary.
“I t  was a real trium ph/7 says a journal of Constantino­
ple, ‘‘this entry of Mgr. Bonetti into Salonica; an immense 
<*rowd pressed around his carriage, and the houses in Fran- 
cie St. were brilliantly illuminated.”
The ten days that Mgr, Bonetti spent at Salonica were 
well filled days. He arrived on Tuesday at 9 p. m., and 
next morning at 8, administered Confirmation to a large 
number of children and in the evening, called upon the 
Governor General. The French Consul, his staff, our 
Visitor and Father Heudre bore His Grace company to 
Yali, in the carriages which these people had placed at his 
disposal, and all were welcomed with the highest honors.
Thursday had been set apart for the consecration of 
the church, and the entire population of Salonica eagerly 
hastened thither, to witness so beautiful a ceremony. At 
7 a. m., the crowd had already gathered, but no one was 
allowed to enter the church which must be empty when the
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prelate consecrates the interior of the structure. It was» 
about 10 a. in., when the Archbishop had blessed and con­
secrated the pavement and the walls within and .without, 
then the Waiting multitude was permitted to enter the 
church and assist at the beautiful and impressive consecra­
tion of the altar and the Crosses drawn on the pillars. The 
ceremony lasted until eleven o’clock. Mgr. Bonetti would 
himself offer the Holy Sacrifice and address the faithful 
notwithstanding the fatigue he had already undergone.
Long will the parish of Salónica preserve the remem», 
brance of this magnificent crowning of the great work, un­
dertaken by its pastor, and carried through regardless of 
the* weary labors it entailed; justly, therefore, did H is 
Grace warmly congratulate Father Heudref on the fine edi­
fice he h$d raised for the Catholics of Salónica, and the 
courage, energy,, and strong will-power, that had enabled 
him to triumph overall obstacles; and never was commen­
dation more truly merited.
On the Sunday following, His Grace officiated pontifi­
cal lyj the consul of France and those of almost all the 
other nationalities were present at this Mass, and it is es­
timated that three thousand persons thronged the church, 
the space scarcely sufficing for so great a number.
Mgr. Bonetti experienced very great consolation in con­
secrating, with ceremonial so grand, this church which he 
had so long desired for the parish of Salónica. No less 
joy was yet in store for him in noting the development of 
the other works to be included in his visitation.
Indeed, the works of the Sisters of Charity in Salónica 
have been wonderfully extended. In the same city, His 
Grace saw the hospital, thoroughly organized, the dispen­
sary, frequented by so many sick persons, the classes crowd­
ed with children, who had prepared a little entertainment 
for him, the flourishing association of the Ladies of Charity, 
at whose general reunion he deigned to preside, the asylum
— 206"—
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tor the poor at Cavakia, which shelters a dozen families, 1» 
whom his visit brought & ray of happiness, lastly, the fine 
spacious house which the Sisters of Charity have just built, 
to replace the one demolished by the cyclone, wherein all 
■the works may gradually lie grouped. The Structure could 
not be entirely completed for His Grace’s visit. But he 
4)lessee! the chapel.
Piie Italian Hospital is in the suburbs of the city; there^ 
the Italian consul, the administration of the hospital, and 
the medical faculty extend« 1 a cordial reception to His 
Grace. Nowhere are the Sislers of Charity held ¿in greater 
«esteem, and their hospital receives many patients. Quite 
near the hospital, they have opened a class for Catholic 
young girls, who are very numerous in that section. The 
property f  >r the orphanage of Calamari Was purchased by 
Mgr. Bonetti; this institution has made remarkable prog­
ress an a few years; a chapel has been built there, which 
serves as a sort of annex for the Catholics of the country 
and there are, moreover, large classes registering at this 
time nearly one hundred pupils. His Grace was well 
pleased to witness these developments and to see so many 
children who invited him to a charming little entertainment. 
On Sunday evening Mgr. Bonetti visited the Seminary 
at Zeitenlik. His Grace has toiled long for the Bulgarian 
work, and has left a living monument of his zeal in Mace­
donia. His visit, therefore Was hailed with joy at the Sem­
inary, and our seminarians had entered heartily into the 
preparations for his reception. His soul must have rejoiced 
to see the fruitful results already attained. We Were able 
to present him two young priests newly-ordained, and three 
seminarians who will be elevated to the priesthood next 
year; other vocations are in prospect, and are not a few. 
His Grace was more than satisfied with o u r  labors in the 
villages, and the success achieved.
Mgr. Bonetti ;was obliged to remain at Zeitenlik until
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Tuesday morning. On Monday, Sr. Morel, Superioress of 
St. Vincent’s Orphanage of Macedonia held her Fiftieth 
anniversary of 'Vocation, at Zeitenlik. The following ex­
tract is-from one of the journals:; ^To-day, in Zeitenlik 
they celebrated the Golden Wedding of Sr. Louise Morel r 
Sister of Charity, a6nd Superioress of the orphanage at 
Zeitenlik.
“Sr. Louise Morel came to Salonica in 1857; appointed 
Superioress of the house of Salonica in 1858, she founded,, 
successively, the French hospital of our city, the work of 
the Foundlings, the orphanage m d  the divers works of 
charity that have since been organized. In 1862, she built 
a hous£ for the orphans in Zeitenlik, and in 1865, she left 
Salonica for Zeitenlik where she still resides, bearing light­
ly the weight of her seventy-nine years, and of her fifty 
years7 vocation, which the- present festival is intended to 
honor.
“ His Grace Mgr. Bonetti, Father Lobry, Visitor of the 
Lfizarists, Mr.'Steeg, French consul,and a large number of 
citizens held it as a duty to attend the festivity, which as­
sumed the proportions of an enthusiastic demonstration to 
honor this venerable Sister of Charity, who has so tender­
ly loVed the poor and the orphans of our city, and has 
organized so many beautiful works to relieve them.
Indeed everything seemed to concur to impart an excep­
tional interest to this feast: the advent of Mgr. Bonetti, 
whom Sr. Morel had received when he arrived in Salonica 
in 1859) the presence of the Very Rev. Visitor with the 
Superiors of the Province, and the whole-heartedness 
with which the students of the Seminary joined in the 
celebration in honor of her who is so justly termed: the 
Mother of the Bulgarians, and who so well merits their 
gratitude.”
Before leaving Zeitenlik^on Tuesday, His Grace repaired 
to the house of the Brothers of the Christian Schools,
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where he was most happy to see so many students attend­
ing the classes.
His Grace was delighted with the cordial reception given 
him by his old parishioners of Salonica; but best of all 
his visit will prove a blessing, and will give a new impe­
tus to all our works.
Be pleased to accept, ete.,
E. C a zo t .
6
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ASIA.
C H I N A .
We give here certain details relative So the events follow­
ing the taking of Pekin and the deliverance of the Legation 
and of the Pe-tang, by the allied troops. For want of space 
we are obliged to omit, for the present, Sister Jaurias* 
Journal; this, however, is but an abridged narration of the 
events related by Mgr. Favier in his Journal published in 
the last number of the Annals.
*
>55 iji
Tidings received within the last few months, acquaint us 
with massacres stiil perpetrated in Manchuria, particu­
larly at Moukdon where the bishop was massacred in the 
choir of the cathedral; and many Christians have been 
put to death in this name place.
*
* >¡4
The linkers under the title: The Chinese Crisis, has pub­
lished a series of statements of most, reliable authenticity, 
affording valuable information. Che following notice re­
ports the events happening immediately after the Deliver­
ance of the Pe tang (Jan. 4, 1901).
“When the allied troops entered Pekin, three fourths 
of the population had fled.
“In  the Chinese as well.as in the Tartar city, the Boxers 
had burned and destroyed all that was in any degree con­
sidered foreign, particularly the churches of Toung-tan, of 
Si-tang, of Nan-tang with their orphanages, dispensaries, 
schools, general hospital, and the Franco-Chinese college: 
all dwellings of the Chinese Christians, foreigners in the 
second degree, had perished in the flames, with one excep­
tion, probably forgotten.
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Of the European establishments, only a portion of the Le­
gations had been saved. The Pe-tang still remained stand­
ing in the imperial city, but its walls were riddled. In the 
Tarter city, a fourth of the Legations had been saved; the 
Legations of Belgium, Italy, Holland, France, and Austria 
were but blackened walls. There, as at the Pe-tang, in a 
* circle of more than 500 metres, ruined and burned houses 
sufficiently indicate the fury of the attack.
In this city there was no government; Prince Toan, after 
his defeat, hurried away the Emperor, the Em press-mot her, 
and the court«
“Not only was the imperial palace or violet city, de­
stroyed, and all the public buildings possessed by the 
princes of the imperial family, but a number of shops and 
houses belonging to pagans had been abandoned by their 
owners. The rage of the Boxers was not limited to the 
dwellings of the Christians: they had pillaged and burned 
2,000 shops, 24 banking houses owned by pagans. Hence, 
all the inhabitants who had time and the means of escape 
left Pekin. Only a small number remained in the city: 
these were dealers whom the Boxers had arrested and of 
whose seivices they availed themselves during the two 
months’ siege.
“ Pekin having been taken by assault, there were several 
engagements in the streets. It is impossible to give an ad­
equate idea of the desperation of the last defenders of the 
city. For more than two weeks after the entrance of the 
troops, the French posts were still exposed to fierce attacks.
“ I t  is indeed probable, that when Pekin was first taken, 
many innocent persons shared the fate of the guilty, as is 
often the case in conflicts of this nature. This is all the 
more probable, as there was no way of distinguishing in­
offensive individuals from the Boxers and from soldiers 
more or less trustworthy, who hastily doffed their uniform 
and all military insignia.
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“But the number and character of these feats have been 
grossly exaggerated; in all cases, the troops oi all nation­
alities took a greater or less active part in this retaliation.
“ Without attempting to palliate the deed, we may im­
pute these excesses to the fierceness of the combat, the in­
toxication of victory, the proofs of unheard of cruelties 
which the troops found at every step, and to the necessity 
of defending themselves from the enemy everywhere in 
ambuscade.
“In  these circumstances, the conduct of the Missionaries 
was in the highest degree praiseworthy, A crowd of pa­
gans sought refuge at the Pe-tang. Fearing to be taken 
for Boxers, and so being shot by the allies, many of these 
good people came to ask hospitality of the Bishop. Mgr. 
F a v ie r  received them, protected them, as well as his Chris­
tians, and afterwards aided them to re-open their stores. 
Among these pagans was a very rich grain merchant nom 
the neighborhood, who for more than thirty years had sup 
plied the Missions. The Boxers had compelled this man 
to remain and furnish them with grain; but the allies 
threatened to shoot him. Mgr. Favier received him with 
twenty-eight members of his family at the Pe-tang.
“ After the Deliverance, the mission procured its first 
stock  of provisions from this merchant; but because he 
owed his life to the mission he was not willing to receive 
payment; nevertheless, he was compelled to accept i t .
“The pagans whose lives were saved testified the deepest 
Gratitude. During a whole month, there was a procession 
of these brave people joined by members of tbeir families 
who had returned to Pekin. According to the Chinese 
custom, they brought presents to the mission: choice pro. 
visions, Chinese wine, vegetables, and fruits. On seven 
occasions, bishop Favier received the visit of Chinese 
groups, coming to present parasols of honor.
“The mission after its deliverance was reduced to great
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Deed. “ I t  is well known that during the siege all pro­
visions were exhausted. In order that the thirty surviving 
defenders should be supplied with good and sufficient food, 
the Christians and their priests, for more than a week, 
were all (»wed but two ounces a day. Hence, famine bad 
made greater havoc among them than the balls of the 
enemy. Four hundred perished from want and starvation, 
and those who survived stretched themselves like dead 
bodies under the verandas.
“The torture of famine was all the more cruel when 
the poor creatures saw around the Pe-tang—some hundred 
metres distant—abundant food, many barricades beiiig 
constructed of sacks of rice.
“But suffering was at an end! The besieged Chinese 
did not wait for orders; no indication was necessary; in a 
trice they found wherewith to appease their hunger. At 
first they were content to take only what was absolutely nec­
essary; but when Mgr. Favier observed that they exceeded 
their rights, lie addressed them the following command:
By favor of the Sovereign Pontiff* the great Pope of 
Rome, 1, Favier, Bishop of Pekin, declare to you that: 
during the siege just terminated, having entered the Pe- 
tang among us, you conducted yourselves with propriety, 
praying to G o d , to the Blessed Virgin, and to the Saints, 
day and night to obtain deliverance. We have all been 
miraculously delivered by the power of G od  and the 
bravery of the allied armies. And now we must thank 
G od  and not suffer the joy of deliverance to make you 
reckless or ungrateful...Now, there are some among you 
who goto  dwellings abandoned or ruined, seeking food, 
other goods, and even money which they appropriate. 
This is altogether contrary to justice, and it must not con­
tinue: the allied troops take what they need: this is the
6 *
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affair of generals and of military regulations, it does not 
concern me. We must not forget that they have shed 
their blood in the defense of Pekin: they have rights 
which no other can claim.
I  here, at the Pe-tang, am authorized by the French 
minister, to furnish the necessary food, clothing, fuel, and 
maintenance for those in want who have lost all they pos­
sessed. I myself imposed the condition that the minister 
would subtract the value of all that we have taken through 
necessity, up to this time. But you who do not belong to the 
army, you who have no authorization, you who are of the 
Chinese nation, have no right to appropriate to your own 
use provisions, other objects, or money, found in houses 
entirely abandoned or burned. All this should be put in 
common to be distributed equally among the Christians, 
that they may not perish from cold or starvation. For 
these reasons, I  ordain as follows:
1. Families that in the first week after the siege took 
grain, coal, or anything else, amounting to a sum not 
exceeding $35.00, for each family, need not hold them­
selves bound to make any restitution, because this was 
an absolute necessity.
2. Families or individuals who, in this space of time, 
took more than the value of $35.00, should hold themselves 
obliged to restitution, and have an understanding with 
their own priest in regard to bringing the surplus to the 
common fund.
3. Persons who would have taken, either articles or 
money equivalent to $350.00 must be informed that no 
priest can absolve them, and that their confession is re­
served solely to the bishops and to the vicar general. We, 
on our part, shall be vigilant that our Christians receive a 
just division of the clothing, food, etc., that will be brought 
to us, and this according to their needs. Thus all will be 
assisted, and we hope with the help of G o d , to provide .
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for the Christians of the city and elsewhere that they may 
not perish from cold or famine. Let each one obey this 
regulation; and as we know that you are good Christians, 
we hope that immediately all will be brought to the 
common fund which we ourselves will gather as a payment 
to be remitted hereafter to the Chinese government Inas­
much as it exceeds what we receive.
A l p h o n s e  F a v i e r ,
Vicar* Apostolic of Pekin.
Letter from  Sr. C b q l a t , Sister of Charity.
Pekin, November 15, 1900.
After many wanderings, too long to enumerate, Sr. La- 
breuil took me from the hospital ship, Notre Dame du Salat, 
to accompany her to Pekin, to help the sisters of the mili­
tary hospital. I t  is said that Notre Dame du Salut is to 
sail to Japan and to Nagasaki, take on board a certain 
number of patients and then return to France.
Mgr. Favier installed the military hospital in the semi­
nary apartments at the Pe-tang, Sr. Lieutier had the di­
rection of it; the Chinese hospital of Nan-tang, under her 
care, was entirely destroyed by fire. Here the hospital 
had been in operation but one month when it was trans­
ferred to Lin palace, 500 metres distant. You could form 
no idea of this famous palace. Imagine twenty pavilions 
constructed of panels of carved wood covered with paper: 
we may call them pasteboard pavilions. Here nearly 200 
patients lay extended on Chinese rakanu (brick benches 
serving as beds). Alas there was neither mattress nor linen !
I t  was the 17th Marine Regiment of Infantry that had 
furnished this ambulance, we may say—with nothing at 
all; Mgr. Favier had procured some covering and the lew 
beds we found there. Sr. Lieutier gave these poor soldiers
89
et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 8, No. 2
Published by Via Sapientiae, 1901
— 216 —
almost more than she had; utilizing the mandarin robes 
and some pieces of the material of which their cinctures 
were made.
A new administration arrived from France, a month ago, 
bringing a hospital fully equipped: 250 beds. A more 
comfortable locality was sought for on account of the rigor 
of the winter in the north of'China. The ancient Pe-tang 
(a weaving establishment for the imperial house) was chosen; 
Father David can tell you the exteut and countless divi­
sions of it.
The place being selected, the hospital had only to be in­
stalled. The quarter-master general had already taken 
possession of the principal pavilions. General Voyron 
was there established with his officers. Time was required 
to arrange the old Pe-tan^; November came and with it& c. j
severe cold ; our wretched quarters at the Lin palace caused 
us great uneasiness.
Finally, Monday Nov. 12th, five wards were opened for 
the reception of about one hundred soldiers: the greater 
number had been dismissed, or placed in the hospital at 
Tieu-tsin. What a procession of poor afflicted creatures: 
some on foot supported by nurses, others in a wagon; in 
fine, the worst cases in litters! The sisters of the wards 
accompanied their weakest patients; the journey was com­
pleted in a quarter of an hour.
On reaching the hospital, judge of the agreeable surprise 
that awaited our poor patients; they found magnificent 
warm wards heated by Chinese hot-air stoves: iron bed­
steads with a straw mattress, one of hair, and sheets; be­
sides this, every patient had a fine white shirt, two towels, 
woollen socks, a gray cloth blouse and pantaloons. More­
over, all necessary utensils; plate, goblet, etc., all of shin­
ing tin. The patients were wild with delight and we were 
charmed to see them so happy.
To-day at 2 o’clock, General Voyron makes his official
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visit to the hospital ; he will he accompanied by the French 
minister, Mr. Pichon, and his wife.
Sr. Guerlain from Tcheng-ting-fou, is preparing to re­
turn to her beloved mission, she will probably leave on 
Monday. General Voyron will send soldiers to protect 
her during the journey.
S r . C h o i , a t „
Letter from  R e v .  O . R a m e a u ,  Priest of the Mission.
November 28, 1900,
At present all is quiet at Shang-hai. True, we have 
here warships with heavy cannon, and 5,000 or 6,000 sol­
diers The imperial court is at Si-gnau-fou,
The allied troops in the north of China are whipping 
the Boxers and striving to establish peace.
The French have gone to Pao-ting-fou and to Tcheng- 
ting-fou to deliver the Missionaries, engineers, and Chris- 
dans who were blockaded after the deliverance of Pekin.
At Pao-ting-fou, two important mandarins, leaders of 
the Boxers, have been arrested, tried and beheaded by the 
allies; this has produced a good effect and doubtless has 
alarmed certain other mandarins who, until the present 
time, had always escaped punishment after committing all 
sorts of atrocities against foreigners and the Christians.
Six of our confrères, acquainted with the Chinese lan­
guage, have been sent to the north of China as chaplains 
to the French troops: these are: Fathers Barberet, Louai, 
Schottey, Legris, Frances, and Clerc Renaud.
O . R a m e a u .
MGR. F A V IE R  AT ROM E AND IN  FRANCE.
Mgr. Favier, afrer the dramatic events of last year, came 
'to Europe and xepaired directly to Rome, the Sovereign
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Pontiff desiring to hear from his lips tlie thrilling account 
known to our readers, and to ascertain the prospects of 
Catholicity emerging from the crisis it had just gone 
through.
AT ROME.
His Holiness received the Vicar Apostolic of Pekin 
with paternal benevolence testifying the interest he bears 
to the Church of China. The Sovereign Pontiff expressed 
to Mgr. Favier his entire satisfaction, and in proof of it, 
conferred upon him the title of “ Assistant at the Pontifical 
Throne.”
a t  PA RIS.
The venerable and valiant prelate then came to France, his 
first visit being to the Superior General of the Community.
I t  is needless to say with what affectionate veneration 
and heartfelt joy he was received at the Mother-House of 
the Mission by the Superior General and all the Missiona­
ries, and at the Mother-House of the Sisters of Charity by 
Most Honored Mother and all the sisters anxious to hear 
from their companions in China,—those who had gone 
through the siege and those who had recently set out for 
the service of the ambulances.
Mgr. Favier was received with the deepest sympathy 
and interest by the President of the French Republic and 
by the Minister of Foreign Affairs: both desired to have 
him dine with them and to consult him regarding the con­
dition of China.
Among the various intentions of the Vicar Apostolic 
of Pekin in his visitation, one of the principal was to ac­
complish the vow made in honor of St. Anne by the Bret­
on marines who saved the residence of the Pe-tang, and 
by their valiant chief; he desired also to salute the family 
of this heroic and Christian Paul Henry.
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MGR. FA VIE P. AT ST. A M E  d ’a UEA Y .
The Univers published the following account of the pilgrimage of Mgr. 
Favier to St. Anne d ’Auray to fulfil the vow made by the besieged of the 
Pe-tang:
Wednesday, January 23, 1901.
“This vow was made under extraordinary circumstances, 
therefore it should be solemnly fulfilled. Since my arrival 
in Europe, I have been to Rome where I  had the happi­
ness of along interview with the Sovereign Pontiff. I  
have been to Bourgogne, my native land, where my dear 
and venerable mother awaited me. Before returning to 
China, I  shall visit many cities and localities. Had I been 
reduced to the cruel necessity of a choice, I  would will­
ingly have sacrificed any one of these journeys, for the 
pilgrimage of St. Anne d’Auray, And, moreover, had it 
been necessary, I would have sacrificed them all. And 
yet, I  am not here in my own name: I  am but the dele­
gate of him who could not come.”
Such was the introduction of the affecting recital given 
by Mgr. Favier on Wednesday, January 23d, in the 
basilica of St. Anne, to the numerous pilgrims attracted 
by the desire of seeing and, above all, of hearing him.
The Bishop of Pekin had reason to be gratified! The 
accomplishment of the vow was as solemn as he could 
have desired; the ceremony of thanksgiving was as beau­
tiful, as triumphant, as the circumstance called for.
The faithful from all the parishes of the Breton sea­
shore were present. There were pilgrims from Arzon, 
from Trinite-sur-Mer, from Quiberon, Moelan, Saint 
Renan; from Brest, Guipavas, Perros Guirec, and Lan- 
nion; all, or nearly all, relatives or friends of the marines 
and soldiers engaged in the Chinese expedition, and chiefly 
of those who fought at Pekin. It was not a promiscuous 
and noisy assembly, such as we see on great festivals, but
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a body of recollected and devout Christians‘ whose senti­
ments were in harmony with the impressions they were 
about to experience. Here and there in the village streets, 
in the church, or in the square, were women, young 
maidens, and youths in mourning attire: the wives, sisters 
or children of the marines who did not return from the 
Yellow Country where they laid down their lives in de­
fending the Legation or the Pe-tang. There we beheld the 
father, uncle, and two young brothers— one a seminarian, 
the other a marine student— of the hero, Paul Henry, 
whose name was on every lip. In different groups were 
gathered the survivors of this terrible struggle. A well- 
earned holiday gave them the opportunity of accepting 
the invitation to meet at the feet of St. Anne. All have 
on their breast a distinctive badge while awaiting their 
medal of honor; some bear the still more glorious marks 
of wounds but scarcely healed.
All these young men, some almost children, seem not to 
suspect they have performed any great feat; they are all 
astonished and yet delighted at the hearty congratulations 
continually offered to them. True heroism is unconscious 
of itself; their gait is not even martial, and their attitude 
is as - simple as that of the pilgrims who gaze upon them 
with admiration. Their chief, above all, that simple 
hearted quarter-master of musketry— at present second 
mate—-who at the death of midshipman Henry, had the 
honor of command in presence of the enemy for more than 
two weeks, Elias, with his placid, almost melancholy coun­
tenance, and voice as soft and gentle as that of a woman. 
But, under all these various shades of black and under 
the blue collar, we recognize agile frames, supple members, 
all ready for action. In  studying the calm countenance, 
we find signs of bold energy, of resolute determination. 
These humble marines will henceforth hold their place in
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history, and long will they be sp ikeuof because they were 
present at the famous siege under the walls of Pekin.
At the head of their ranks we behold another glorious 
but mutilated object : the French standard which, for more 
thau two months, waved over the fortifications of the Pe- 
tang, rent by a hundred Chinese balls, blackened by pow­
der” having lost more than half its material; but whose 
countless wounds have been partially healed by loving 
hands. I t has been in anguish: it is but just that it be 
honored!
** ^
The crowd had assembled in the basilica long before the 
hour appointed for the ceremony.
Let us picture the scene we witnessed: the vast choir of 
the church filled with priests; the three naves entirely oc­
cupied by the faithful; the marines and soldiers of the ex­
pedition at the foot of the pulpit; all around them, rela­
tives in robes of mourning, and farther distant on the altar 
of St. Anne, the flag which so eloquently represented the 
sorrows and the glory of our country. Immediately after 
the solemn Mass celebrated in presence of the bishops ot 
Yannes and Pekin, the majestic form of Mgr. Favier whose 
venerable features all were anxious to behold, and whose 
words they were longing to hear, appeared in the pulpit.
Before even he opened his mouth, a religious silence 
reigned throughout the sacred edifice in which the most 
eloquent orators have so often failed to quell all commotion. 
Already they were listening.
Rarely had an orator so affecting a theme to develop be­
fore an audience. With perfect opportuneness, perhaps even 
designedly, Mgr. Favier with consummate ability, allowed 
facts to speak for themselves. Such was indeed the case; 
no one could accuse him of seeking eloquence or appropri­
ate action; there was no desire to produce an effect; the
97
et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 8, No. 2
Published by Via Sapientiae, 1901
— 2 2 2 -
emotion which naturally accompanies a tragic recital,takes 
possession of the heart; a speech, which like that of St 
Paul, disdains the figures of art; events exposed with rhe­
torical clearness, rapid, unadorned, almost cold; the man 
striving to efface himself that events only may be set forth. 
But these in themselves were so captivating, so touching, 
that all present were moved, even those whose functions 
predisposed them to be indifferent. Never did a discourse 
secure greater attention. This plan was the best adapted 
to the circumstances. Had Mgr. Favier not suppressed the 
emotion revealed by his countenance a few hours before 
A^ hen celebrating Mass at the altar of the miraculous statue; 
had his face betrayed the harrowing feelings of his soul, 
his hearers would have burst into sobs, and it would have- 
been impossible for him to finish his narration.
** *
From this recital, it appears that the Bishop had a three­
fold mission to fulfil in Europe.
At Rome, he exposed the situation of his vicariate. He 
recounted to the Pope the causes of the civil and foreign 
war which has desolated China, the material ruins accumu­
lated by the revolution, and the massacre of the Christians 
in 1900 by the Commune of Pekin, resembling in many 
points that of 1871. He also imparted to the Holy Father 
the hopes excited in his soul by the heroic constancy of the 
Chinese who have embraced the teachings of the Gospel.
At present, the vicariate of Pekin comprises 25,000 
Christians in no degree inferior to the best Christians of 
Europe, to the most fervent and energetic Catholics of 
France. Ninety-eight Christians out of a hundred regular­
ly discharge their Paschal duty: are there in regions most 
attached to the iaith of Catholic Brittany, many parishes 
that can boast of so consoling a proportion ? During the 
persecution that drenched in blood the streets of Pekin and
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the residences of the neighboring provinces-a persecution in 
which the executioners worthy of being numbered among 
those of Rome,-burned their victims, cut them into pieces, 
impaled them, and subjected them to tortures invented by 
the most atrocious cruelty united to the most refined civili­
zation, prolonging their life in order to prolong their tor­
ments: about 6,000 Christians suffered death for the faith.
According to the most accurate reports, very few aposta­
tized— two out of a hundred; nor did these, properly 
speaking, renounce their faith in the depth of their soul; 
they had only the weakness to give some outward sign of 
apostasy. But the others have left a glorious record to 
Christians of all nations; some died jo y fu lly ,  none mur* 
mured against the Providence that demanded an heroic 
courage under the penalty of forfeiture. Children eleven 
years of age were cut into pieces for refusing to deny their 
faith; weak women suffered the head of their children to be 
crushed under their eyes, rather than renounce their faith; 
and then perished themselves under the most frightful 
tortures, w.th touching resignation and invincible courage: 
martyrs worthy of an Agnes, of Tharasius and Symphorosa, 
and whose firmness merits equal praise with that of the 
martyrs of the primitive Church. The 3, 000 Christian 
refugees at thePe-tang with the religious and Missionaries 
in danger of falling into the hands of Boxers, would have 
exhibited similar fortitude, and would have met death with 
the same heroism.
“On hearing of these massacres,” said Bishop Favier, 
“I could not pray for the victims, and 1 often found my­
self invoking them in my prayers. The Holy Father did 
not censure me for this; he even charged me on my return 
to Pekin, to institute a canonical Process relative to the 
martyrs of China.”
Despite the sadness of the present hour, have we not a 
pledge of a speedy resurrection, or, to speak more precisely,
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of a life more vigorous and fruitful than ever? Must not 
that which has been sown in tears and in blood, produce in 
the hour determined by Providence, according to the 
prophecy of all times and places, an abundant harvest of
Christian souls!
I t  must be admitted that hitherto the Chinese did not 
recognize the worth of those who embraced Christianity, 
they were accustomed to regard them as cowards who 
Would flee from persecution. But as these Christians for­
getting their natural timidity, show themselves in their 
true light and triumph over the weakness that induces 
their compatriots to shun danger, they have taught others
to esteem them.
The moment, perhaps, is not far distant, wherein under 
the power of other influences than those exerted at pres­
ent by foreign armies, and in accordance with a favorable 
opinion, the imperial government will grant to Christians, 
not only on parchment, but sincerely and in truth, that 
liberty so long awaited, ever promised, but ever deferred.
* * *
Mgr. Favier has come to prove once more to his country 
and more particularly to those who govern it, the clearly 
patriotic character of the Missionaries’ work in China. 
Doubtless, the Missionaries, under the penalty of being 
unworthy of the apostolate, are in the first place, preach­
ers of the Gospel; but the religious question in China is 
of such a nature that in laboring even solely to propagate 
the faith, they favor other interests than those of the Gos­
pel. In deeds there is a power stronger than in will,and so 
evident that it radically modifies the opinions and preju­
dices of all who weigh it closely and without bias.
The revolution existing in China is of a political rather 
than of a religious character. In attacking the Christians, 
the object is, not merely the destruction of Chinese who
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have forsaken the religion of their ancestors; the primary 
object is to punish the partisans and friends of foreign na­
tions. In the opinion of the Boxers, the Chinese who em­
brace the faith of the Missionaries are “Europeans of the 
second class: Frenchmen of the second category”; Catho­
lics, especially, are thought to espouse the interests of our 
country.
** *
In fine, Bishop Favier desired to reveal to Brittany the 
heroism and faith of her children. All in France and else­
where know well that our little Bretons, our Morbihannais, 
our Cornouaillais, our Leonards, are our best soldiers, the 
most courageous, the best disciplined of our fleet. What 
has just come to pass in Pekin detracts in no measure from 
this statement. The thirty sailors of midshipman Henry, 
also a Breton, assisted by ten Italian soldiers and some 
Chinese seminarians, not vet in Holy Orders, defended for 
the space of two months, without a moment of respite, a 
willed inclosure of 1,400 metres, against numberless as­
sailants armed with Mauser guns, with Krnpp cannons, 
and having at their disposal the most powerful engines of 
European armies.
Faith sustained their courage. These valiant soldiers, 
as well as he who had the honor of commanding them, 
were staunch Christians; all wore the scapular, which did 
not prevent them from fighting like heroes. All were pre­
pared by the reception of the sacraments to die if necessary 
for the two sacred causes which they were commissioned to 
defend. Paul Henry confessed and communicated very 
frequently; his piety was angelic.
Those among them who are now no more, died in the 
most admirable dispositions. Jouannic, in particular, who 
would probably have been saved had there been a physician
7
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at the Pe-tang. Jouannic, said to me: “I  must die, but I  
am going to Heaven; I  leave a wife and child; but what 
consoles me, Bishop, is that my wife is a good Christian 
and she will rear our child properly; I  commend them 
to you.”
These brave soldiers also remembered—how indeed could 
they forget it—that they had a powerful protectress, a most 
amiable and beloved Mother in Brittany, in the most beau­
tiful temple in the country, near d7 Auray. The approach­
ing feast of St. Anne, July 26th, inspired the most lively 
hopes. They flattered themselves that the hour of deliv­
erance was at hand: the last day of the novena in honor 
of the Bretons7 Patroness had come. All had joined in it, 
both Chinese and French.. On this occasion, a most touch­
ing scene took place. The besieged, in danger of death 
from starvation, or from torture, exposed to deadly shells, 
to streams of burning petroleum, to mines exploding un­
der their feet; scattered over an extended surface for the 
necessities of defense, had still the means of uniting in one 
same thought, and subscribed to purchase an ex-voto to be 
placed on the altar of St. Anne in Brittany, if Heaven 
would graciously hear their prayers. Henry himself was ap­
pointed to convey this offering, on returning to his country. 
At all the pious exercises performed at every hour of the 
day and night, in every part of the Pe-tang, they never 
failed to add, either in French or Chinese: “St. Anne, pray 
for us.” The ninth day arrived: it was hailed with joy, but 
it passed without bringing deliverance. Other days left us 
still in the anxiety of suspense. Would the array of succor 
never come!
Heaven, while heeding our petitions, often grants them 
in a manner quite contrary to our expectations.
“I  see very well that St. Anne does not wish to save us”, 
said Paul Henry to Bishop Favier: “Why does she not 
save us...“On the contrary, replied the bishop, I  am con-
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vinced that S t  Anne wishes to hear us. But this good 
mother prefers the glory of her daughter to her own ; she 
desires that the honor of our deliverance be attributed to 
the Blessed Virgin ; we shall be relieved on the 15th of 
August.”
Did the young officer express his entire thought? In  
his words there was no bitterness, no regret, no m urmur; 
but they seemed an introduction to a revelation which he 
did not complete. This may be inferred from certain ex­
pressions which the sequel invests with a sort of predic­
tion, authorizing us to believe that the heroic and holy 
young man made an offering of his life for the safety of 
all. “ I f  1 must die,” he said, “ 1 shall not be taken from 
you as long as you will need me.”
July 30th, Paul Henry fell, pierced by two balls, one in 
the neck, the other in the side. In twenty minutes he was 
no more. Heaven .had accepted his sacrifice.
“U ntil this day” , said Bishop Favier in conclusion, “ I  
had shed no tears; and yet we had lost some Europeans 
and several hundred Chinese; but, on account of the sur­
vivors, we had to suppress our feelings, and to appear im­
passible, But atf the death of our Commander, my grief 
was so poignant, that I  wept with all the sorrow-stricken. 
Yes, I  wept, but I  could not say a single De Prqfundis 
for the repose of this soul. From  my very heart and 
from my lips there came only a Te Deum . Paul Henry is 
most surely in Heaven and he entered it without passing 
through purgatory. So strong was this conviction in my 
mind, that I  invoked Paul Henry as well as St. Michael 
and St. Maurice...
“ ...W e were delivered: Heaven was pleased to accept our 
vow. Paul Henry is no more, he could not fulfil his 
promise. I  hold it as an obligation to take his place, and 
for this reason I  am here to-day in the church of St. Anne.”
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The Bishop had ceased to speak, but his audience still 
listened.
* *
As soon as this touching recital was terminated, a sol­
emn procession was formed within the basilica. The pil­
grims remained in their places. In  the midst of the crowd 
and all along the aisles, a pathway was secured for the 
triumphal cortège. At the head was the banner of the 
Pe-tang, borne by Michael Henry the living personification 
of his brother at this moment. The marines who had been 
assisted by St. Anne in the hour of danger followed; and 
last of all, the Bishop of Pekin bearing the ex-voto. a sym­
bol of the lively hopes of an entire Christian people pro­
tected by the valor of her soldiers and by the Patroness of 
the Breton marines. In the ranks the glorious recollections 
which the Bishop had just awakened seemed to find place. 
All the Pe-tang following the standard, unite in thanks­
giving.
As the heroic phalanx and the martyred flag pass on, a 
sensation of religion and of patriotism thrills the multi­
tude. W hile the procession slowly winds its way through 
the serried ranks, from every point of the basilica arises the 
canticle composed for the occasion, the words and air of 
which so faithfully express the sentiments which penetrate 
all hearts at this moment.
The Bishop at last, reaches the altar of St. Anne.
For the second time he pauses before it. On his first 
arrival, he was conducted to it. On that morning we saw 
him kneeling before the miraculous statue, in an attitude of 
profound recollection, his face buried in his hands. In  
this first meeting with St. Anne, he had expressed his joy 
and gratitude; he had spoken to her in his own name, in 
the name of his brave defenders and of his Christians, 
and he was so happy to lay at her feet the homage of all
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whom she had succored, and of whom he was but the 
interpreter and mouth-piece. He had celebrated Holy 
Mass there; we could surmise with what sentiments his 
soul was filled, by the tears which bathed his countenance. 
W hat a spectacle and what a souvenir!
But, at this moment, it is no longer a recollected and 
silent prayer, but a burst of thanksgiving from the thou­
sands of pilgrims; all the people uniting with the Bishop 
in the magnificent anthem, every word of the same having 
so precise and literal an application:
0  mater patriae, Anna potentissima,— Tuorum Britonum  
salus esto,— Serva fidem , mores corrohora,— Tribue pacem, 
sdncta intercessione.
■Ji ^ 1*
A still more touching scene, perhaps, was to close this 
glorious m a n i festat ion.
After receiving the Benediction of the Blessed Sacra­
ment, the pilgrims left the church and assembled in the 
square; arranged in a semicircle before the gate, 300 stu­
dents of the preparatory seminary restrained the crowd 
within bounds. Suddenly both folds of the massive door 
of the church opened, and the flag of the Pe-tang appeared, 
preceded by the marines and followed by the Bishops. At 
th is sight every head was bared ; cheers rent the air; the 
seminary band struck up: Hail to the fla g ; the students 
then sang a touching hymn which united all hearts.
“ H e would not have been a Breton, a Breton in heart, 
who would have remained insensible at this moment, who 
would not have shed tears!”
A female in mourning, forced her way to the front with 
a little boy, vested also in black; making a sign, she said 
to her son: “Behold your father’s flag!” This was the 
widow Jouannic; she desired to engrave deeply in the 
7*
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memory of her child the recollection of this war that de­
prived him of a father, and at the same time, bequeathed
to him the glorious inheritance of honor.....
This humble woman, who remembers but who is not 
discouraged, is the image of another mother: Christian 
France invites all her children to look upon the same 
spectacle, so instructive, so eloquent. Yes! behold this 
flag waving above every head, unfolding in the joy of 
victory—the French flag mutilated in China: the glorious 
relic, the sublime remnant, the superb shred! Let us, 
while it is unfurled under our eyes, salute therein all that 
it recalls to our mind, all that it embodies: the cause of 
religion and our country’s cause of which it was th$ living 
symbol on tlie lofty walls of Pekin; the unshaken faith 
and the sublime resignation of those who took refuge 
under it and fought under its shade; the heroes who died 
in defense of it, whose spirits although in Heaven, are 
present with us on this occasion in which we do them 
honor; and the surviving soldiers still illumined by the 
glory radiating from its discolored folds; and the illus­
trious Bishop, the soul of the unwearied resistance, who 
after the terrible struggle took it into his own hands to 
deliver it to those who regard it as a precious treasure; 
and the Catholic cathedral which like himself remained 
standing despite the shower of bombs that fell upon it, 
while of all the other churches of Pekin there is not left 
a stone upon a stone. Let us also by a just title, salute 
the mysterious visions of which it was a witness, when, 
during certain nights of the siege, the assailants who alone 
were privileged to behold them, and who afterwards 
related the incidents without ever having heard of the 
Blessed Virgin and the Angels: declared that on the bat­
tlements of the cathedral they perceived a W hite Lady 
and warriors with wings, clothed in white, the supernatural 
guard of the Pe-tang...
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Providence .seems to have taken pleasure in uniting 
priests and soldiers in one common action which like unto 
an apotheosis, ennobles them.
In  China^ deeds have been performed known to the whole 
world and justly so. The siege of Pekin, says an illustri­
ous witness of this war, is a military exploit standing out 
in bold relief among the events of this century; and doubt­
less it is the most memorable of all, by the extreme violence 
o f the attack and by the tenactity of defense..The French 
minister to Pekin gives this additional testimony: “ The 
most remarkable, the most astonishing episode of the siege, 
is the defense of the Pe-tang.”— But what do we behold at 
the Pe-tang? A few soldiers and a few Missionaries joining 
hands around the national flag. “The marines,” exclaims 
Bishop Favier, “ have discharged their duty in the most 
praiseworthy manner, Iowe them this testimony. Some have 
shed their blood for the flag; all wouljJ have known how to 
die for it. But if the last among them had fallen, the flag 
would not have been less valiantly defended; my Mission­
aries would have given their life rather than betray it. 
The soldiers here present will bear witness to the truth of 
my assertion: they will not accuse me of falsehood.”
None of these soldiers will charge your Lordship with 
untruth, nor will the country ever dispute your words.
In  France, at St. Anne d? Auray, a magnificent cere­
mony has taken place in which the events commemorated 
have endowed it with a celebrity that will make it every­
where known. W e shall there find the Missionary and the 
soldier in brotherly union under the folds of the same flag.
After seeing them united in peril, the country and the 
world behold them now united in triumph. G od  doth 
well what He doth.
Such was the feast of St. Anne d’ Auray. This celebra-
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iion in which the two objects of our fondest love were so 
gloriously represented, was one of the most charming and 
consoling spectacles that a Christian, that a Frenchman can 
contemplate, considering its character of grandeur and sim­
plicity, the recollection of those taking part in it, the deep 
emotions that welled up from every heart, the lessons it 
inculcated, the illustration of events set forth:— it will re­
main unique in the annals of the pilgrimage of St. Ann 
d’An ray : it will never be obliterated from the memory of 
those who had the happiness of assisting at i t .—X .
The Semaine religieuse of Vannes (Jan. 26, 1900), gave a glowing ac­
count of this interesting reunion ; we extract the following details :
At the time of the sermon, the first chaplain recited the 
usual prayers for the pilgrims to which the multitudes re­
sponded with extraordinary fervor; he then mentioned the 
names of the marines who died valiantly in defense of the 
French Legation and the Pe-tang, that vast inclosure hav­
ing become a prison, comprising the cathedral of Pekin, 
the residence of the Bishop and Missionaries, the house of 
the Sisters of Saint Vincent de Paul, with several hundred 
orphans and 3,000 Chinese Christians.
I t  was a solemn moment. On hearing the names (of the 
brave soldiers who gave their lives for France and for re­
ligion in those terrible hours in which all hope seemed lost, 
the mind, vividly pictured the scene of these horrors; and 
with the ten derest piety, the immense assembly filling the 
basilica, recited the De Profundis, for the dear departed.
We give the names of the intrepid marines who defend­
ed the Pe-tang :
K illed: Messrs David of St. Nazaire; Franck, Jouannic, 
second mate, of Pontivv; Ribour.
Present at St. Anne d7 Auray:
Mr. Elias of Moélan (F inistère) second mate of mus­
ketry, who took command at the death of Mr. Paul Henry,
108
Annals of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 8 [1901], No. 2, Art. 1
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol8/iss2/1
—233 —
Messrs Marrec, of Plouescat; Mingam, quarter-mas ter of 
steerage, of St. Renan; Peuziat, of Plozavet; Pringent, 
o f St. U rban; Queffurus, of Guipavas, all Bretons of 
Finistère.
The others were:
Messrs Callac, of Trégonneau ( Côtes-<îa-Nord ); Cam- 
biaggy, of Bastia; Constanzza, d7 Ajaccio; Del mes. 
d A g en ; Derrien, of Moëlan ; Fay, of Pleuhiban, ( F in is­
tère); Guezennec, of Cledon-Cap-Sizun ( id. ) ; Lai is, of 
Louargat ( Côtes-du-Nord ); Le vjoz, of Lannion; Le Coz, 
commissioned gunner, of Languidoc; Lehoux, of Biville 
(Low er Seine): Le Quere, of Plozévet ( F . ) ; Le Sech, of 
Trégonneau ( id .) ;  Louarin, of Primelin ( id .) ;  Ruello, 
commissioned gunner, of Lan g a id oc ; Senechal, of Saint- 
Jean-Trolimon (F in is tè re ); Jouve, of Marseilles; Ur» 
court, commissioned cannoneer of Brest.
W hile in France, Mgr. Favier embraced the opportu­
nity to visit the families of his Missionaries who were with 
him during the siege; this was the case particularly with 
the relatives of those belonging to the diocese of Cambrai 
on whom he called, or whom he requested to come to Lille, 
to Roubaix, and to Turcoing.
At Angers, especially, whither he went to present to the 
family of the hero, Paul Henry, the mutilated flag of the 
Pe-tang, a veritable triumph awaited him. A t the Cath­
olic University, in a few words of thrilling eloquence, the 
bishop saluted the religious, the chief of martyrs, and the 
patriot.
Mgr. Favier halted at Lyons, the cradle, and one of the 
centres of the great Work of the Propagation of the Faith» 
There in the principal church, the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Lyons presiding, he was obliged to narrate to a vast and 
d e v o u t  audience, the details of the events he had witnessed.
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Wherever he passed, at Maus, Dijon and elsewhere, the 
multitude of the faithful and the respective bishops re­
newed the invitation, all animated by a  holy curiosity and 
religious veneration.
Mgr. Favier embarked at Marseilles, Feb. 10, 1901, to 
return to China.— He was accompanied by:
Mgr. Geurts, vicar-apostolic of East Tche-ly;
Rev. Joseph Ponzi, Priest of the Mission;
” Francis Brian t? id.
” Jean De Vienne, id.
” Adrian Cornelius Dekkers, id.




And two diocesan seminarians.





W e shall now give some information regarding the con­
dition of other Vicariates Apostolic of China, involved in 
these recent events.
W E ST  T C H E -L Y .
Les Catholiques Missions 1 Jan . 18, 1901, state: We have received the 
following interesting letter from a valiant religious of Saint Vincent de 
Paul. We hasten to publish it, on account of the information it gives 
relative to the events of South-west Tche-ly :
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Letter from  S is t e r  J o s e p h , Sister o f Charily.
The journals have informed you of the events following 
Aug. 15th, day of the miraculous deliverance of Pekin!... 
I  was then at Port-Said, on the vessel Notre Dame-du 
Salut, happy to return to China, without knowing, how­
ever, whether my mission of Tchang-ting-fou (South-west 
Tche-ly) was still in existence.
Having arrived at Tien-tsin, I  found there a note from 
one of our sisters, brought by a neophyte who did not 
hesitate to expose himself to death, to assure me that the 
mission and its works had not been destroyed.
The note runs as follows:
“ We profit by the devotedness of one of our Christians 
(a painter-artist) to tell you that G o d  has protected us. 
W e were frequently threatened! I t  would have been a 
miracle otherwise. You shall have details when it will be 
safer to communicate. W hat is yet to happen? W hat­
ever our dear Lord wills!... I t  is a wonder we did not die 
of fright hearing and seeing all that is going on around us!
Mgr. Bruguiere is above all commendation during this 
time of trial; I  cannot express how profound is our ven­
eration for him...Oh, what a persecution !”
This billet was written on Aug. 15th; the courageous 
courier concealed it in the braid of his hair; he was bas- 
tinaded several times during his journey; the two Chris­
tians who accompanied h im  Avere beheaded, but h e  reached 
Pekin after the deliverance. Showing the note, he was 
conducted to the Pe-tang.
* **
I  heard nothing more until Nov. 4th!....O n that day I  
received a letter, dated Oct. 18th, assuring me that my 
mission was saved....Our sisters wrote me from Tcheng- 
ting-fou :
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“We have just seen the brave French soldiers.
“Twenty-five of their number arrived with their com­
mander at noon. Mgr. Bruguiere, the railroad engineers,, 
the refugees, and all the Chinese mandarins went to meet 
them. Behold, we are delivered! The French flag floats 
over the towers of the cathedral which was so often in dan­
ger of being destroyed by the flames. You readily under­
stand our joy, and how heartfelt is our thanksgiving to 
God. Oh! what dreadful days! We have been on the 
point of martyrdom, our sacrifice was made. How many 
Christians have disappeared from among us ¡...How many 
families ruined ! ...Poor Ho-pei (a district of the vicariate), 
nothing remains of it; 600 Christians fled to Kiao-tchai; 
they can have food only twice a d ay ; and ere long, unless 
money is furnished them, they will be reduced to one scant 
meal a day. Sr. Margaret gave me some old cotton; the 
children picked it, and we made some quilted coverlids, 
gowns, and pantaloons which we sent to these poor creat­
ures! We must not let them die from cold!
“ I t  would delight yon to witness the general good-will 
existing; each one brings scraps which we fasten together; 
the children are generous: seeing tha t the cotton is giving 
out, they wish to divide w hat is in their own qu ilts ; but 
I  do not allow this, for they would suffer in the w in ter; 
they have already had much to endure in these days of an ­
guish ; soon we shall have to do w ithout fire for w ant of 
coal and m oney; provisions are very scarce. W e are in 
G od’s hands, asking what the future will b rin g ...”
At You-tong (another district) the Christians valiantly 
fought the Boxers!., they were heroic.... Father Moulli 
had many martyrs, all new and fervent Christians; his dis­
trict is in great danger; the orphans of the Holy Child­
hood are dispersed among Christian families.
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“You will learn with pleasure that our sixty old people 
(30 men and 30 women) wished to remain with us through 
the danger. “We are determined to die with you,” said th ey ; 
Christians of both sexes flock to our house to share our fate.”
November 1st.
“ Since the arrival of the troops here, all is quiet; the 
mandarins grant all the soldiers desire. Yesterday the 
bonzes removed their idols; they intend to give their pa­
godas for the accommodation of the troops announced In 
great numbers, A battalion of African hunters has arrived. 
Captain Clouzet, Colonel Drude, and General Bailloud, called 
on us; they assisted this morning at the bishop’s Mass.
“ T have not told you about Tche-Kin. This magnifi­
cent Christian settlement has been sacked by the Boxers 
and all the small stations around i t  The superb church 
erected at the cost of so much money, so many privations 
and sacrifices, is destroyed!...The Christians near Pao-ting- 
fou, were the first assailed; they made an heroic defense, 
preferring death to apostasy.
“Twenty Christians, bachelors went to the prefect of the 
city asking protection for the church—a very kind feeling 
having existed for forty years between the pagans and 
Christians. The embassy was successful; but in compen­
sation, the mandarins offered the button of authority to one 
of our brave men employed for fifteen years at the church, 
if he would renounce Christianity and induce others to 
apostatize. H e answered: “All that you wish, but to 
apostatize__never! Here is my head if you want it.”
Similar was the language of all our old Christians.”
October 26t“h.
113
et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 8, No. 2
Published by Via Sapientiae, 1901
- 2 3 8 -
EA ST T C H E -L Y .
This vicariate was recently created, and the administration of it was 
confided to Mgr. Geurts. The following items are selected from the letters 
of Father Fabregues, appointed for the present, with Father Capy, to this 
vicariate.
Hoang-hoa-Kian, Sept. 22, 1900.
The Europeans are advancing to succor us. We are 
tranqu il; the pagans instead of doing us any injury, actu­
ally seek our protection, for the hand of the Europeans is 
heavy upon them.
The Chinese soldiers in their flight do not come near us; 
they pillage the pagans but dare not venture here, for they 
know that we are well armed and capable of defending 
ourselves against 5,000 men: not that, indeed, but G o d  
employs this means, to avert the danger from us. I  trust 
the railroad will soon be re-opened, and then we shall be 
able to go to Tien-tsin,
In  Mgr. Geurts* vicariate there have been about one 
hundred martyrs.
Hoang-hoa-kiang, Oct. 8, 1900.
In  Fong-joung, everything is tolerably quiet; but not 
%r from here the pagans are persecuting the Christians.
A t Lanthoo, where Father Capy resides, a Christian 
village has been destroyed: this means that all the trou­
ble is not over.— What are the European troops about?
In  my locality, the sub-prefect is doing all in his power 
to prevent trouble. He has ordered four or five Boxer 
leaders to lose their head; and in return, he asks me to 
protect him against the European armies.
T’ang-shan, Oct. 28,1900.
This region is occupied by Russian troops, and my res­
idence is not far from their camp. Mgr. Geurts will have 
his residence at Young-ping-fou, sixty miles from here. 
The Boxers have lately gone thither in search of Christians.
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These latter, as well as the Chinese priest who attended 
them, saved themselves by descending the ramparts of the 
city by means of a rope.
The European soldiers having entered the Boxers fled 
and the Christians returned. Poor Christians! The winter 
has come, and many have no dwelling, no clothing, nor 
anything to eat. I  do my best to procure necessaries for 
them through the medium of the Russians.
Hoang-koa-kiang, Nov. 21, 1900.
From morning till night I  am parleying with the 
pagans and sometimes with the mandarins, to secure food, 
clothing, and shelter for the Christians during the ¡winter. 
In  my locality the Christians have not been molested; but 
those of Ts’ouu-hoor and of Young-ping have been sorely 
tried; several villages have been destroyed by fire, and 
the Christians entirely despoiled.
Father Capy having been called to Tien-tsin, the Chinese 
priest of Young-ping-fou, requested me to assist him, and 
I  have been so fortunate as to procure nourishment and 
needful clothing for the Christians of six or seven villages.
All the district being occupied by European troops, we 
enjoy a relative peace.— But in the vicariate of Pekin, six 
Missionaries and a large number of Christians have been 
massacred.
F a b r e g u e s .
The chaplain of the French transport vessel, la Dive, 
wrote as follows from Shang-hai-kouang to the Superior 
General, Dec. 12, 1900.
“ V e r y  R e v . S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l ,
“Previous to embarking for the Chinese expedition, I  
was presented to you by Rev. Father G irard ; I  promised 
to write you as soon as I  should have seen any one of your 
priests. For the first time since the opening of the cam­
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paign, I  met, day before yesterday, two of your Missiona­
ries : Fathers Capv and Fabregues. Both are in excel- 
lent health and full of apostolic courage; the interview 
was a great pleasure and consolation to m e...They occupied 
a dwelling somewhat dilapidated^ I  took some photo­
graphs of it which I  will send you as soon, as they are 
developed. In  the mean time«, thinking it will gratify 
you, I  send you the tracing on paper.
Please accept, Rev* Superior General, etc.
J . S u b t i l ,
Chaplain of the marines.’r
SO U TH  K IA N G -S I.
Report o f M g r. C o q s e t , Vicar Apostolic.
Shang-hai, October 4, 1900.
After remaining at our post as long as it was possible^ 
notwithstanding the troubles, we were forced to abandon 
our mission and to take refuge in a port.
For a long time we had been threatened with fires and 
even with death : the mandarins pressed us to leave; but 
as they offered us a show of protection, we remained.
A t the end of August, the persecution burst upon us. 
To force us to depart, the mandarins gave over the reins to 
a violent mob.
August 17th, the residence of Kan-tcheou was pillaged, 
and the Missionaries took refuge at the tribunal of the 
tao-tai where they were retained two days and then con­
ducted to Kiou-kiang. After the Missionaries’ house was 
pillaged, the Christians of the city and of the environs 
saw their dwelling sacked and burned to the ground; the 
new church of Ping-lou was delivered to the flames.
August 19th, the plunderers attacked the Christians and 
the residence of the neighboring prefecture of Nan-ngan
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the Missionaries of this district were received by the sub­
prefect of Nan-Kang who secured them a safe transfer to 
the port of Kiou-kiang. After their departure" all the 
Christian villages and the chapel used in common, wbre set 
on lire; Christians W'ere massacred and burned, to the 
number, as I  atn told, of sixty or seventy.
August 31st, the principal establishment of the mission, 
namely, the residence of the vicar apostolic, the seminary, 
church, orphanages of the city of Ki-ngan-fou, and several 
churches of the suburbs, a new hospital not yet occupied, 
were destroyed by fire. A moment before the disaster, 
when the mob had already gathered around the house, the 
mandarins came to rescue us, and made us hastily embark 
on a military junk. We could save nothing.
I  left our five native priests in the mission, because it 
was easier for them to elude notice.
In  fact, from the day we left, they were obliged to hide 
and change their place of shelter very often. The Chris­
tians all have fled and those who wish to return are 
tempted to apostatize.
I  have brought with me to Shang-hai eight of the s tu ­
dents from our seminary, in order to provide help, so much 
needed at this time, for the native clergy.
W e have lost everything; our Christians are in extreme 
want.
*f A. C o q s e t , C . M.
Vic. A p. of South Kiang-Si.
EA ST K IA N G -S I.
Report of Mgr. Vic, Vicar Apostolic.
Shang-hai, December 25, 1900.
Although at Kiang-si we have not had to deplore the 
loss of Missionaries, yet we have had our share of the sor-
8
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rowful persecution, less« violent, it is true, than in the Norths 
but perhaps more severe and cruel than in many other 
districts.
In  consequence of local disturbances secretly excited, and 
ostensibly encouraged by the provincial authorities, several 
.establishments in my Vicariate were destroyed in 1899- 
The Missionaries were scarcely reinstated in this prefecture 
when the edicts of death sent from Pekin, were published 
against foreigners.
The Missionaries were urged to leave, but they could cot 
resolve to abandon their establish men! & and consign into 
wicked hands a large household of innocent, unprotected 
children. Hence, almost all had the grief to see their resi­
dence in flames, and their life in great danger. My Pro- 
vicar was seriously wounded on the way from his house to 
the Pretori urn where he sought refuge. Two of our elderly 
native priests were tracked for several days in the moun­
tains; a price was set upon their heads; one of them in the 
pursuit, contracted infirmities almost incurable. Fortu­
nately, they received prompt attention at the hospital on 
reaching Shang-hai.
Through the influence and the intelligent, and serious 
action of our consuls relative to the mandarins, we are per­
mitted to return. However, I  shall remain sometime 
longer at Shang-hai to watch over our affairs and to hasten 
negotiations.
Our Christians have had much to suffer. Fifteen of them 
have been burned, massacred, or beaten to death bv the pa­
gans. And how many must still perish from cold and want! 
A great number have lost everything but eyes to weep and 
hearts to lament!
Hundreds of families have had their houses pillaged and 
destroyed. These poor creatures cannot even beg; their 
best friends and their relatives reject them for fear of be­
ing compromised.
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In  proportion as the Missionaries return to the interior, 
the condition of the Christians will be improved.
O ur future depends upon the uncertain treaty of peace 
between China and the Powers. We are confident that 
Providence will so ordain that the issue will be favorable 
to liberty and to the expansion of Catholicity in this vast 
empire.
Nearly all the Missionaries have lost everything, even 
their breviaries; therefore, it will be impossible to give an 
accurate statement of the spiritual fruits of 1890 and 1900.« 
But it stands about the same as last year. W ith the excep­
tion of the department in winch our houses were destroyed 
in 1899, the settlements in the rest of the vicariate have 
been visited; and all the usual works were continued up 
to last July.
f  G a s . V i c , C . M .
Vicar Apostolic of EastKiang-si.
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AFRICA
A B Y SSIN IA .
Letter from  R e v . E. Co u l b e a u x , Priest o f the Mission, 
to  M g r . M o r e l , Director of the Catholic Missions.
October 16, 1900.
The troubles resulting from the recent persecution have 
menaced our stations of Gouala and May-Rrazio almost 
with ruin.
The instigations of these acts of violence are the district 
chiefs of the Tigré, and notably those of Agame.
I t  may be that in France it will be asked in surprise: 
“ Has not the Emperor Menelik given evidence of his be­
nevolence towards you?” I f  it would be an exaggeration 
to affirm that the Negus leaves us entirely free, it would 
be equally untrue to say that he does not grant us his pro­
tection, in the locality wherein he has authorized us to re­
sume the possession of our ancient stations and works.
The vexations to which, since our return (in 1897), we 
have been subjected, and which harass us at present, are not 
to be imputed to the Emperor. On the contrary, letters 
have been repeatedly sent to these district officials, order­
ing them to defend us against the plots of our sworn-ene- 
mies, the schismatic monks, instead of conniving with 
them against us.
Lack of power, and not ill-will, is to be attributed to the 
imperial court. The official corps of the Abyssinian ras 
can, by its position evade the laws emanating from higher 
authority, just as the Chinese mandarin is able to do tow­
ards the court of Pekin. The distance which separates 
the divers provinces of the Empire, and the extreme diffi­
culty of communication, establish an almost absolute inde-
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pendence for the officers and prefects remote from the cen­
tral government; so that the orders of the sovereign may 
be disregarded with impunity. When it is known that the 
imperial messages require months to reach their destina­
tion, it is easy enough to infer: E ither that the ordinances, 
supposed to have been sent, were lost on the way, or, that 
they readied the officials long enough after the misdeeds 
were accomplished to furnish pretexts for plaus&ble excuse. 
Thus it is evident that the sovereignty of the “ king of 
kings” is too often rather nominal than real.
I t  was necessary to give an idea of the historic domain 
before bringing forward the disagreeable evidences which 
are to follow:
Last June, ras Ouolie, brother of the Empress Taïtou 
succeeded ras Makonnen in the government of the T i­
gré, northern vice-royalty of Abyssinia. We were aware 
that the new viceroy was professedly hostile to the “ Fren- 
ghis”. His well-known fanaticism inspired our Catholics 
with still greater fear.
On July 20th, Father Picard wrote: “From the arrival 
of ras Ouolie in the Trigré, the archimandrites and priors 
of the great abbeys'have striven by their intrigues to in­
duce him to drive us from Gouala and from Mav-Brazio. 
They have succeeded in their design.— As he had not the 
power to banish us entirely, the ras, censuring the text of 
the imperial letters authorizing us to recover our former 
posts of duty, issued an order that we must withdraw from 
these two sections, the nearest to the Agamean plateau.
The prefect of Agame, dedjaz Hagos, could, as he had 
promised us, have evaded this order; but, essentially an 
opportunist, he failed us.
He had declared himself favorably disposed towards us, 
and had proved his kind interest on divers occasions. Had 
the ras Ouolie manifested less hostility towards us, the pre-
8*
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feet would, perhaps, have favored us, when we had less 
need of his friendship.
To the injunctions of the ras, the dedjaz added these of 
his chief Here is the ordinance:
“Letter of the dedjazmateh Hagos, to Abba Picard* 
How do you do? As for me, thank G od , I  am well. To 
strengthen our friendly relations, I hereby communicate to 
you the amendments which I  have ordered: Every Irob 
or Debra-Mela is, henceforth, forbidden to engage in your 
employ, to serve you as messenger, or in any other capacity.
“ Issued on the 23 hamlie of the Year of Grace, 1892 
(Ju ly  31, 1900).”
Thereupon, F athar Picard betook himself to Addigrat 
and waited on this chief to demand an explanation and, 
should he persist in holding to his decree, to warn him that 
an appeal would be made to the ras Ouolie. Forming as 
they do, the population of .Alitiena, the prohibiti* n for the 
Irob, or Debra-Mela to take any part in the labors of the 
mission, meant to suppress the indispensable service of 
that station. I t  was equivalent to expulsion from Alitiena.
The dedjaz Hagos met this motion of Father Picard 
with new threats: “You will go to see the ras Ouolie, when 
I  tell y o u ...i intend to destroy your church and your house 
at Ai'ga...”— “But” replied Father Picard, “ it was your­
self that authorized me to build them !...”
Here the chief no longer concealed the object of his 
threats. His aim was to extort money. He signified that 
the gift of a certain sum of thalers would secure the with­
drawal of these ordinances and authorize us to remain at 
Gouala and May-Brazio, despite the orders of ras Ouolie 
to the contrary.
This avaricious expedient did not succeed.
The dedjaz, at the head of his troops, marched to A liti­
ena, where he practised countless requisitions and extor­
tions upon the poor Irob. But he executed none of his
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threats against the mission. He went away much irritated 
by his failure.
Some time after, August 21st, Fathers Picard and Frost- 
mann were notified that they were to accompany him 
to the ras Ouolie at Mekele,— “On the way he invited us 
to a conversation,” wrote my confreres, “and without fur­
ther preamble spoke thus: “The chief of A game is no 
other than myself. This office entitles me to introduce you 
to the ras Ouolie. Last year I  took It ill that Abba John- 
13 es 1 presented himself without me to the ras Makonnen. 
I  seek your welfare. Pest assured I  will aid you in every­
thing and in every way. But that we may insure success, I  
must make some offering to the ras Ouolie. In  your name 
I  am going to borrow five hundred thalers to present him.”
The agreement was made but with the excuse of not 
being able te subscribe to the loan.
“ We trusted to his promises”, continues Father Picard, 
“ but he deceived us, and did all the harm he could, with 
ras Ouolie.—The latter received us in our turn, accepted 
our gift, a silk shirt, and invited us to make known our 
requests. No sooner had we uttered the names Gouala 
and May-Brazio, than the dedjaz Hagos and another ene­
my, the choum-agame Rem ha protested: ‘These European 
priests have come to Abyssinia to prepare the conquest of 
our country. They should be driven away if they had 
not the authorization of H is Majesty the Emperor. At 
least, shut them up in Alitiena. They will entice all our 
countrymen to embrace their faith ; the whole population 
of Agame has gone over to them \..ete.— It was in vain 
that we replied that the Missionaries had never gone be­
yond the limits fixed by Menelik, since he had ordered that 
we be left free in the stations occupied under the E m ­
peror Johannes by our priests, and that it was not stipu­
lated whether they be white or natives.”— Urged by these
1 Father Coulbeaux.
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two chiefs, ras Ouolie had determined as to our fate. He 
dismissed our confrères still maintaining that his prohibi­
tions were to be enforced.
On his return to Agame, the dedjaz Hagos resorted 
again to his old game of double-deal ing. He had destroyed 
the influence of the Missionaries with the ras Ouolie and 
had alienated him from them in the secret design of hold­
ing them in dependence on himself and subject to his good 
pleasure. This being the case, they could no longer com­
plain to the viceroy. W illing or not, they had no appeal 
from him; now they were not likely to have recourse to 
him without offering a present. Thus would both his am­
bition and his avarice be gratified. '
When my confrères took leave of him, he said to them: 
“I  beg you not to curse me. You are at liberty to place 
native priests at Gouala and May-Brazio, but no white 
priests, lest my enemies accuse and report me to the ras 
O uolie...”
Finally, to the menaces, the anxiety endured for three 
long months, there succeeded a respite, a sort of calm 
which left the mission just as it was at first : tottering, the 
result of the incessant intrigues of our enemies and the 
whimsical rapacity of the Agameamchief. • % Not knowing 
what to-morrow may bring, Father Forstmann continues 
his services at Gouala, and the other posts are occupied or 
visited as formerly.
But from the very fact that we are handicapped, com­
pletely at the mercy of the district chiefs, with nothing to 
hope for from the ras who has been prejudiced against us, 
and on the other hand, too far distant from the imperial 
court to expect its efficacious protection, this district^at the 
northern extremity of the Vicariate cannot offer the dura­
ble security necessary for the future: viz,the development 
of the works indispensable to our mission, charitable in­
stitutions, a Seminary, industrial schools, etc.; for here, as
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elsewhere, the future depends upon works of beneficence 
through which the sympathy of the people must be won, 
and the education of the children in the true faith and in 
Christian morality, is to be accomplished.
I t  becomes a necessity, therefore, for us to found a station 
under the shadow of the direct clemency of the good king, 
Menelik. Th is has been for three years the aim of all my 
efforts, and I  trust that I  shall at last succeed.
Here is an account of our present situation and of our 
hopes for the near future. Our whole confidence is in the 
prayers of the souls whose supplications ascend daily to 
the Throne of Mercy! Adveniat regnum tuum, and 
through their intercession we hope that all grace will be 
bestowed upon us by our Divine Redeemer. Oh ! yes, 
may He cast upon this corner of His vineyard, disputed 
by adversaries so powerful, a glance of m ercy!
E . COULBEAUX.
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NORTH AMERICA
U N IT E D  STATES
P E R R Y V I L L E ,  M I S S O U R I .
St. M a r y ’s S e m in a ry  o f  the B a rren s .
Eoi view of the front buildings of St. ]VIary’s Setninarv 
of the Barrens, Perryville, Missouri, as they appear at the 
present time, see p. 250
The Seminary and the parish attached were established 
in 1818, by Bishops Rosati and D ubourgat the Barrens, a 
distance of* about 80 miles from St. Louis. The founder 
Rev. Felix  de Andreis, although residing in St. Louis, 
was never able to visit the Barrens, on account of his du­
ties as V icar General, Parish-priest of St. Louis, Superior 
of the Community, and Director of Novices. But on his 
death in 1820, his remains were brought here, where they 
repose in the parish church.
In  the beginning, the Seminary struggled against great 
difficulties, including that of extreme poverty. But, with 
the blessing of G od, and the heroic efforts and patient en­
durance of its founders and their successors, it gradually 
prospered; and many holy and zealous bishops and priests 
after G od’s own heart went forth from within its walls, and 
a large number of distinguished laymen, who by their re­
ligious knowledge and exemplary conduct helped to prop­
agate the Christian religion in these, at that time, benighted 
parts of the country. Notwithstanding its meagre resour­
ces, the doors of the Seminary were open to young men of 
virtue and talent who, though poor, wished to devote them­
selves to the divine service in the holy priesthood, and many 
who afterwards became most devoted and efficient minis-
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ters of tlie Church, owed their elevation to the generosity 
o f the Seminary. The repeated demands made on the Sem­
inary to supply from its Superiors and professors, bishops 
for Sees in the United States and Canada greatly crippled 
its work. Thus, besides Father Rosati, who was created 
first bishop of St. Louis, we find his successors in office, 
Father Tirnon, raised to the See of Buffalo, to be followed 
in turn by Father Ryan, who had been both V isitor of the 
Province and Superior of St. Mary's of the Barrens. F a­
ther de Neckre was called to the See of New Orleans, and 
was succeeded by the saintly Father Odin. P ittsburg 
claimed Father Dominic in the East, whilst in the West, 
Los Angeles secured Father Amat. Father Lynch was 
sent to Canada as Bishop of Toronto.
After sometime, the novitiate was removed from St, 
Louis to the Barrens, and it prospered as well as could be 
expected at that time when vocations were rare, the Catho­
lic people few and scattered, and religious fervor, for want 
of priestly care, almost dead among them. The Mission­
aries, though few in number, did much to revive the re­
ligious spirit among the Catholics throughout Missouri and 
the neighboring States. They visited the villages of Mis­
souri, Arkausas, and Illinois, where Catholics could be 
found, and the permanent establishments which they 
erected in some of these places are flourishing at the pres­
ent day.
Priests were sent from the Barrens to take charge of the 
Seminaries of Philadelphia, Cincinnati, and New Y ork; 
but, being few in number, they could not conduct these 
establishments to their satisfaction, and they resigned them 
into the hands of their bishops, as soon as the latter could 
furnish priests to take their place.
The Seminary and the Novitiate remained at the Barrens 
until 1862, when the latter was removed to St. Louis 
where it continued until 1868, when it was again removed
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and permanently established in Germantown, Philadel­
phia, Pa. On the removal of the Novitiate from the 
Barrens, the Seminary, for some reason unknown to the 
writer, was discontinued and a secular college took its 
place, which latter was maintained for some years with 
indifferent success.
In  1886, it seemed to the Superior General and his 
assistants advisable that the Province should be divided 
and a Central-House established once more in the W est,— 
that is, in the so-called Western Province.
The prospects of the new Western Province were not 
very promising. There was no money nor were there vis­
ible resources with which to create a Central-House for 
the Novitiate and Scholasticate; and, worse still, there 
were neither novices nor students to occupy it, if it were 
built.
One of the old buildings of the ancient Seminary-No. 1 
of the Barrens, was still in a fair state of preservation, 
and the only thing that seemed feasible at the moment 
was to occupy it, make a commencement at the old stand, 
and trust Providence for the future. Objections were 
offered by some confreres of progressive tendencies and 
ideas to the location, as being in the backwoods and too 
far removed from advanced civilization. Others thought 
that a place watered by the sweat, and sanctified by the 
labors and lives of so many saintly Missionaries— many 
of whose remains repose in the old cemetery in the Sem­
inary grounds—could not fail of G od’s love and favor, 
and blessing. At any rate nothing else could be done in 
the emergency, and thus a beginning was made at the old 
Seminary of the Barrens. The result proved the wisdom 
of the choice.
An order was received from the Superior General to 
establish a Novitiate, probably as a test of our ability to 
conduct the new Province to a successful issue—a rude
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test Indeed, in the very commencement, when we were not 
yet known and could, therefore, have had no applications 
for admission amongst us. We had, however, sometime 
previously established a preparatory seminary, in which 
we found three that were fit to be received into the Novi­
tiate. These with a few novices whom Father M cGill, 
Visitor of the Eastern Province, had the kindness to send 
us, formed the commencement of the novitiate which was 
opened on November 15, 1888,
The growth of the novitiate was slow, as it was recruited 
principally from the preparatory seminary, the students 
o f which were not numerous in the beginning nor far 
advanced in their studies, having nearly all commenced 
the rudim ents with us. But, with the blessing of G od , 
the preparatory seminary grew, and soon the buildings, 
which it tem porarily occupied proved insufficient, and we 
were obliged to erect the large brick building to the left 
for their accommodation, and soon afterw ards it was found 
necessary to erect the central building for the accommo­
dation of our own scholastics.
D. L e y d e n .
L O U ISIA N A .
Letter from  R e v . C. M. R e m i l l o n , Priest o f the Mis­
sion, to R e v . A. M i l o n , Secretary General.
New Orleans, February 11, 1901.
R e v . a n d  v e r y  d e a r  C o n f r e r e ,
The grace o f our Lord be ever with us!
I  ought long ago to have written you concerning the 
beautiful little mission which our good G o d , in His mercy, 
deigned to inspire my Superiors to confide to me. Cer­
tainly, there are few,— very few priests so favored in this
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vast country of the United States. I t  must, moreover, be 
one that is very dear to the heart of Saint Vincent de Paul, 
our Blessed Father, for it is exclusively: A d salutem pau­
per em, which lie loved so ardently. I  am convinced that 
it must be pleasing to him because I feel that he aided my 
first endeavors, and that he has blessed, and still blesses, 
the feeble efforts of his Children. Otherwise, whence 
comes the success that lias hitherto crowned our efforts? 
This mission is the exclusive charge of the poor negroes of 
New Orleans, who through a polite euphemism are called 
here, colored people.
I  must no longer delay my letter as I  have been invited 
to w^rite you on this subject by our dear confrère, Father 
Barnwell, with the approbation of our beloved Visitor, 
Very Rev. T. J . Smith. I f  there is a Son of Saint V in­
cent that is happy, it is myself, here in the midst of my 
poor negroes whom I love perhaps too much...who knows? 
I f  there is a heart that gratefully appreciates our Visitor, 
it is mine, that blesses and thanks Father Smith for hav­
ing chosen me for this duty.
I  may, later, be able to describe the labors and difficul­
ties of the mission; but these are far surpassed by the in­
terior consolations often experienced by your poor little 
confrère, when greatly fatigued he retires to rest in the 
evening, after having been, through the grace of G o d , in­
strumental in snatching from the power of the demon souls 
that, for long years, had forgotten the divine law and wan­
dered far from the path that leads to Heaven ! To-day, 
however, I  limit myself to the portraits of these dear chil­
dren ,'— spes gregis, my joy (for they are all good and sin­
cere), and they will one day, I  hope, be my crown above!
Before concluding, allow me to add here the history of 
our church. This note was handed me in writing, May 
19,1895:
On January 1, 1893, the Lazarist Fathers vacated the
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old St. Joseph’s church, Tulane Ave., opposite the Charity 
Hospital, and took possession of the new church and resi­
dence, Tulane Ave., between Derbigny and Roman Sts. 
In  August, 1893, Archbishop Janssens requested the Very 
Rev. T. J. Smith, V isitor of the Eastern Province of the 
Congregation of the Mission, to put in repair the old church 
known as St. Joseph’s and to reopen this church for the 
Catholic “colored people” of New Orleans. The under­
taking was a difficult one, and the prospects of success not 
very cheering especially as th e -“colored m en/’ who are 
very influential among their own element were entirely op­
posed to the project. They represented that a church set 
apart for them only would be a serious inconvenience as it 
must result in their entire exclusion from the other Cath­
olic churches,I wherein they had always enjoyed privileges 
which they were unwilling to relinquish.
“Nevertheless, the Archbishop had determined to make 
the venture. Urged by His Grace, the Missionaries of St. 
Joseph’s church consented to try the experiment.
“The Rev. Mother Drexel, foundress and Superioress of 
the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, at Philadelphia, gave 
five thousand dollars to repair the church for “ the colored 
people.”
“ Many obstacles had to be encountered, and it was only 
on January 29, 1895, that the necessary repairs were com­
menced. The church was opened by a solemn Mass, at 
ten o’clock on the morning of May 19, 1895, Archbishop 
Janssens being present. His Grace preached the sermon 
and announced that, thenceforward, the church would be 
known as St. Catherine’s Church.
In his letter in date of August 16, 1893, to the Visitor, 
His Grace thus expresses his views: I t  might be well 
from the very outset to turn our attention to a few general 
points, in order to prevent, should the church be opened,
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any misunderstanding either between us, or among the 
priests of the other parishes:
“ 1. The “colored people” will continue to enjoy the 
right heretofore accorded them of belonging to, or attend­
ing service in their own parishes; in other words, they 
are not compelled to belong to St. Catherine’s Church.
“ 2. The priest in charge of said church has the facul­
ties to baptize, perform the marriage ceremony, funeral 
service, and prepare for F irst Communion and confirma­
tion, all colored persons of this city who solicit these 
services at his hands.
“3. The priest in charge has not the faculty to administer 
to the whites, in this church, any sacrament except the 
sacrament of penance. The pews in this church cannot 
be rented to white persons.”
Here, Rev. and V ery Dear Confrère, is briefly sketched 
the origin of my poor church.
Humbly soliciting the blessing of our Most Honored 
Father, and the aid of your fervent prayers, and those of 
all our dear confrères of the Mother-House, for myself, 
and for the welfare of the little flock so dear to me, I  
remain, in the love of our Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t , of His 
Most Holy Mother, and Saint Vincent, Rev. and Very 
Dear Confrère,
Your devoted servant,
C h . M. R e m i l l o n .
M E X IC O
At the close of the year 1900, Father Moral published 
the Annual Report of the Ladies of Charity in Mexico. 
He said that he had been obliged to omit many details. 
The given figures speak more eloquently than any narration. 
The amount collected in money and in articles of cloth­
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ing for the poor may he estimated at one mil lion francs 
(Mexican money). The number of Ladies exceeds 3,800. 
He is anxious to erect a spacious and beautiful church for 
them, in Mexico, for they have at present only a church 
built of bamboo.
CENTRAL AMERICA
SAN SA L V A D O R
Letter from  R e v . C h a r l e s  H e t u i n , Priest of the Mis­
sion., to V e r y  R e v . A . F i a t , Superior General.
San Salvador, December 3, 1900.
M o s t  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, i f  you please !
Father Vaysse is with us. In leaving Guatemala, where 
he had labored so long, this dear confrère has given us a 
very edifying example of detachment. On his arrival, 
we resumed the labors of the mission which had been 
interrupted by the death of Father Pineda whose memory 
will ever be revered, as one not to be forgotten.
To begin with, we went to Chalotenango, in which city 
we gave a mission; remaining there from August 25th, to 
October 12th, working all that time without any respite, 
and Almighty G od blessed our efforts. W hat impressed 
us most was the large attendance at the general catechism 
each day at three o’clock, fa th e rs  Vaysse, Potier, and 
myself consider the teaching of the sacred canticles which 
precedes the catechism as a special element of success; all 
apply themselves most assiduously to learn these canticles 
which are afterwards sent back by the echoes of the environs.
9
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The mayor and the pastor are full of thoughtful kindness 
towards the Missionaries. The mayor came to meet us 
at San Jacinto, and he was our Angel Raphael in the 
journey hither.
Ou our return from this laborious country, so rich in 
fruits of salvation, we made our annual Retreat, whilst 
Father Vaysse directed the spiritual exercises for the cler­
gy. The priests appeared to be satisfied. Other exercises 
are appointed for February 6, 1901.
Father Chambón, from Colombia, arrived here Novem­
ber 1st, and on the 27th of the same month Father Gaujon 
joined us. These two confreres are much pleased with 
Salvador. Father Gaujon inaugurated his apostolate by 
sharing in the labors of a Retreat for the ladies then in 
progress. The poor old men of the asylum had also their 
little mission, from November 21st, to the feast of the 
“Miraculous Medal.” Each one attended to his religious 
duties.
I  offer you my filial wishes for the new year, in union 
with the dear companion of my first labors here, Father 
Potier, who has entirely recovered from the yellow fever 
and is now inured to the climate»
Let me renew my thanks to you, Most Honored Father, 
for having sent me to Salvador. Here reign among us 
that fraiernal gayety and cordial good-will which consti­
tute the paradise of Community life. And we strive to 
fulfil your counsels in being “fervent, regular, and well 
united,” that we may be saviours in Salvador.
I  remain,
Your submissive and grateful Son,
C h . H e t u i n .
136
Annals of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 8 [1901], No. 2, Art. 1
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol8/iss2/1
— 2 5 9 -
COSTA RICA
Letter from  R e v . A u g u s te  B le s s in g , Priest o f the 
Mission, to V e k y  R ey . A. F i a t ,  Superior General.
Sipurio de Talamanca, December 8, 1900.
M o s t  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, i f  you please !
I t  is with filial respect that I  come to offer my wishes for 
the new year, with those of the dear confreres who labor 
with me in the service of these Indians. Although we are 
so far away, our love and devotedness yield in nothing to 
the sentiments of our confreres who dwell with you at the 
Mother-House, and to whom it is given to offer you in 
person the expression of their good-will. I t  is our desire 
to live as if we were always in your presence. We only 
ask, Most Honored Father, that you think often of us and 
of the labors of our mission.
Our surroundings are far from being pleasant. Doubtless 
we shall not attain to the glory of martyrdom,— and yet 
even here in our mission, only a century ago, Missionaries 
were massacred ; but we are exposed at almost every turn to 
great dangers. Venomous serpents abound here; rapid and 
dangerous rivers are to be crossed, and we often find our­
selves on the brink of a precipice; many die from the sting 
of these serpents, others are drowned, or fall into precipices.
This year, I  fulfilled the duties of the mission for six 
months almost uninterruptedly. Two hundred and thirtv 
baptisms of adults and children with thirty-eight marriages 
are on my record. A t Estrella, I prepared sorne little 
children for F irst Communion. But at Talamanca our 
progress is very slow. The Indians are not formed into 
villages and they wish for nothing of the kind. They are 
scattered like the stars in the firmament and to visit them
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all one must walk from cabin to cabin, and this seems like a 
journey that will never end. Horseback or carriage riding 
is out of the question on account of the large rivers and 
steep mountains. One would seek here in vain for roads 
properly so-called. I f  we could only organize a school ! 
But here too we are hampered with difficulties. Twice we 
made an attempt and each time failed; after four or five 
months we were obliged to close these schools in conse­
quence of the rainv season, and the maladies among the 
children that resulted therefrom. So far, the Indians have 
not been won over to the boar ding-school plan.
A fatal influence is exerted over the poor Indians by out­
siders, men of valor to be sure, and by merchants who sell 
intoxicating liquors. They have not been visited by the 
Protestants this year; these latter tried to send some leaf­
lets to the Indian chief, but with his sanction the scheme 
was baffled.
Last June, after trudging for eight days over an exceed­
ingly rugged route, across the Andes, on the eve of Corpus 
Christi I  reached Terraba, where our dear confrère Father 
Nieborowski labors among the Indians. Great was his 
joy at the sudden and unexpected apparition, but his de­
light scarcely surpassed that of the Indians, because the 
Corpus Christi procession could be made with greater 
solemnity. I  was edified beyond expression at the sight 
of the piety of these Indians, and in taking leave of them 
I  was almost saddened at the thought that caused4me to 
ask myself: When will the savage children of Talamanca 
be so far advanced in religious fervor?
And now, once more, Most Honored Father, I  ask your 
blessing and beg that you will pray for us that, with G o d ’s 
help, we may persevere and never grow disheartened.
I  am etc., A u g u s t e  B l e s s in g .
P. S .— Port Limon, where our dear confrères labor, was
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in  great part destroyed by fire last October. The cliurcli 
and pastor sustained no loss:
This morning,' after th e  Act of Consecration to M a e y  
Immaculate, our dear Brother Pablo, a native oi Costa 
Rica., made his holy vo‘ws.
SOOTH AMERICA.
CO LO M B IA .
Father Go«goon, who has charge of our works and the spiritual ser­
vice of the Sisters of Charity in Panama, sent us on the 17th of last De­
cember, the following:
This year has been much disturbed by civil war.
A four clays’ battle took place; it ended on one night 
when, at thirty paces they fired at random 1 Imagine our 
situation. And sinoe that time we are in constant fear and 
anxiety. Recently, an attack was made on the city of T u­
rn aeo : there, the battle raged for three d ay s! I  believe that 
the end mu.st be near. P ray for us.
T. G o u g n o n .
P E R U .
Letter from  R e v . H. O u r l i a c , Priest of the Mission, to 
V e r y  R e v . A. F i a t ,  Superior General.
Truxillo, November 23, 1900.
M o st  H o n o r e d  F a t h e r ,
Your blessing, i f  you please!
We of th is city must return most fervent thanksgiving 
to A lm ighty G od, for the signal protection He has just 
vouchsafed us. The radicals and freethinkers of Irux illo  
had secured from the Prefect permission to hold a noctur-
9*
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Dal assembly in the theatre. To this effect they had, by 
means of* revolutionary circulars, convoked all their ad­
herents from the Valley of Chicama, placing at the dis­
posal of these partisans a special train. Two or three letters 
from the Bishop had remained unnoticed by the civil au­
thorities, and we seemed inevitably at the mercy of a mob, 
intoxicated and incited by the discourse of evil-raindeJ 
persons against all priests and religious, but they were 
most of all bitterly prejudiced against foreigners. W e 
had been warned that the Seminary would find no favor 
with them, and who can say what their fury might have 
wrought against it?
Happily for us, our good Goi> was watching over H is 
own. In  several Communities, prostrate before the Blessed 
Sacrament, chosen souls were sending up from their hearts 
their unceasing cry, to plead for mercy: Parce, Domine. 
And io! realizing the imminent peril, and seeing the deso­
lation of all good citizens, the Prefect withdrew the au­
thorization and the meeting was adjourned.
Previous to this sudden decision, our Bishop had striven 
in vain to hold communication with the Président of 
the Republic, the telegraph wires between Truxillo and 
Salaverry had been cut. But the mother of two of our 
students, an excellent lady, most devoted to Catholic in­
terests, succeeded by strategem in reaching the sea-shore, 
whence her message could be transmitted to the government 
of Lima. Our Prefect was immediately deposed and an 
honorable man was named by despatch to replace him. 
Imagine, Most Honored Father, the joy of the entire peace­
able and law-abiding population !
Be pleased to help us to return thanks to Almighty Goi> 
for a favor that far exceeded our hopes, and believe me, etc.
H e n r y  Q u r l i a c .
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OCEANICA
P H IL IP P IN E  ISLA N D S—LUZON.
Letter from  S i s t e r  S a t c r n i n a  E s c a l o n a , Sister of 
Charity, to M o s t  H o n o r e d  M o t h e r  K i e f f e r .
College of Santa Isabel, Nueva Caceres August 25, 1900,
M o s t  H o n o r e d  M o t h e r ,
The grace o f our Lord be ever with u s!
...Tw o periods divide ihe history of the recent troubles 
in this city. The first period extends from September 19,
1897, which records the revolt of (he native troops, to 
February 4, 1898, dale of the rupture between the F il­
ipinos and the Americans; the second from February 4,
1898, to February 22, 1900, when the city was delivered 
by the Americans.
From the defeat of the Spanish squadron, May 1, 1898, 
and more especially from August 13th, of the same year, 
when Manila was taken by the Americans, the gravity of 
our situation increased: the steady progress of events, the 
gigantic strides made by the insurrection, the rapidity and 
facility with which a lm o s t all the provinces of this unfort­
unate Archipelago fell, one after another, into the power 
of the insurgents, the meagre garrison, composed for the 
most part of native troops, for our defense, the accurate 
knowledge we had of the plans of the insurgents:—all 
engendered only sentiments of alarm and discouragement
Towards the middle of September, all the inhabitants of 
the city seemed to have caught the contagion of our fears, 
The whole Spanish colony wished to flee, but alas! it was 
too late. During the night of September 13th? the native 
troops revolted, slew their officers, who were Spaniards,
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and remained masters of the field. They then repair to the 
public prison, arm the prisoners,, whom they force into* 
service. They go through the streets yelling like madmen.. 
They seek everywhere for the doomed Spanish colony. 
Afc length the object of their cruel search is found in the 
convent and church of St. Francis, where these Spaniards, 
had taken refuge;, they stood ready tor self-defense. T he 
insurgents recoiled at this unexpected resistance. They 
then looked about for a building in which their ammuni­
tion might be stored,, in case of an engagement with the- 
Spaniards. But where was an edifice suited to their pur­
pose to be found? Listen, Most Honored Mother.
At the onset of the* revolt, when we- heard the shouts 
of the revolutionists* and the groans of those who fell un­
der the dagger of these assassins, we as well as our chil­
dren were seized with horror. Almost paralyzed with fear,, 
not knowing whither to flee, in dread for ourselves* but 
more than all solicitous for the lives of our children, we 
hastened to the chapel where prostrate before our Lord 
we implored His mercy. Long and fervent were our 
supplications. A t last we noticed that the firing had ceased 
and we decided to retire for the night. I t  was already 
two in the morning, and these terrible impressions had 
banished sleep. But, meanwhile, at five orelock, our house 
is surrounded by the rebels. They shriek; they demand 
admittance; they beat at the doors and windows trying to 
force an entrance; they threaten to kill us all, and in 
proof of their vengeance a volley of musketry fills the at­
mosphere around us. I go forward to the window; I  ask 
what they want. Yells and another volley reply to my 
question. Realizing that we cannot remain here and that 
resistance would be vain, we determine to open,, and at the 
same time, vacate the house. We then walked towards 
the front door, where we intended to pass out. Before 
opening the door, however, I  took the precaution to look
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through the window, and saw that a crowd of armed 
men w e r e  j n s t  outside awaiting our exit. What were we 
to do? Retracing our steps we sought shelter in the chapel 
which is on the second floor. In ascending the stairs m y 
eye fell upon a picture of the Virgin of the Miraculous 
M elal,and addressing myself to her most fervently, I  said : 
“ Oh! o u r  tender Mother, take us under thy protection! 
Defend us in this hour of extreme peril! Come to our as­
sistance, Miraculous V irgin! O M A R y, conceived without 
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee!’7
In  the chapel all—sisters and children prostrate before 
the tabernacle, and each with sighs and tears implores the 
protection of our sweet J e s u s . We ask the grace of fidelity 
to the end, for He is our Divine Spouse, and, believing 
that our last hour has come, we prepare for death.
In  the meantime, some of the rebels had effected an 
entrance. Suddenly an armed insurgent appears in the 
chapel. A general commotion. Touched by our supplica­
tions, our sighs, and tears, he throws down his arms, say- 
ing: uNo, fear nothing; we will not do you any harm ; 
we want only the house, that is all.” Ihen kueeling, he 
adored the Blessed Sacrament with us. This man had 
broken in one of the windows, and had reached the chapel 
by means of the lightning-rod w i n c h  enabled him to climb
to the second floor.
Recognizing the impossibility of holding out against the 
insurgents, and convinced that their intentions were less 
evil than we had dreaded, I  concluded to open the door. 
They entered immediately. We expected wholesale de­
struction; but to our surprise, they seem to respect every 
object they meet in the house, and they evince great regard 
for us and for our children. They go further: they offer 
us the privilege of occupying one half the building, by 
which circumstance calm was restored and hope revived 
amongst us.
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Encouraged by these evidences of their good-will, I  
asked permission of the chief of the insurgents to go and 
see our Missionaries at the seminary. I  passed through a 
steady fire. G od watched over me, and owing to the con­
sideration of the insurgents I  reached the seminary. A 
moment later I  was returning accompanied by Father 
Santandreu, who was kindly received by the insurgents. 
A t their solicitation he had his confreres come from the 
seminary where they were much exposed, even their lives 
being in great danger. By their prudence, our Mission­
aries won and enjoyed ever after the confidence of alL 
Thanks to the measures taken by Father Santandreu and 
his wise counsels, the insurgents consented to hold a con­
ference with the Spanish colony. I t  was agreed that the 
arms of the former should be restored to them, and that 
they were not to molest any of the Spaniards. This 
agreement went into force that same evening, and on the 
following day the insurgents established a revolutionary 
government.
As there could no longer be any security for them here, 
the Spanish colony made preparations, between the 22nd 
and the 28th of the same month, to go to Manila, whence 
they proposed to sail for Spain. Despite all promises and 
entreaties to induce us to remain where we were, we had 
resolved to accompany the colony, and we had packed up 
all objects of value, especially the articles belonging to the 
chapel. All our labor and our plans were to no purpose, 
for when we were ready to start, we could find no means 
of transportation. This disappointment had doubtless 
been permitted by Providence; for had we gone we must 
have lost everything—furniture and house. The latter 
would have shared the fate of the episcopal palace, which 
was ransacked, and the books of the secretariat burned.
On September 29th, the advance guard of the insurgent 
troops arrived. As they knew nothing of what had hap-
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pened, they were amazed to see that the government was 
in sympathy with the rebels. Shortly after the advent of 
these troops the commanders set about enforcing the orders 
of their Superiors. Their first act was to expel all the re­
ligious from the seminary, the Provisor at their head; the 
Bishop was absent. An exception was made in favor of 
our Missionaries. The insurgents claimed all the money 
from the churches, the convents, and the seminary. They 
came to demand ours, but I succeeded in making them un­
derstand that this money did not belong to us, that w ith­
out it we would not be able to carry on the school, to which 
they attach much importance. They then departed, without 
letting us know what they intended to do, but they took 
with them the key of our little safe. W e recovered this 
key a few days afterwards through the wife of one of the 
revolutionary officers, a former pupil of ours. All the re­
ligious were led to the public prison where during ten 
months they were obliged to submit to very harsh treatment.
During this first period, the Providence of G od, the all- 
powerful intercession of M a e y  Immaculate, and the pro­
tection of our Blessed Father Saint Vincent, were striking­
ly manifested in our regard. In  the midst of these dis­
turbances both the Missionaries and the Sisters of Charity 
were permitted to conduct the classes in our establishments* 
No unkind treatment was inflicted upon us, nor were we 
the object of any insult, even during the seventeen days 
that the insurgents occupied our house; unlike the other 
religious, we were not condemned to prison; we seemed 
even to have won the sympathy of the enemies of the 
Church and of religion. After G od, we are indebted for 
all these advantages to Father Santandreu, Superior of the 
Lazarist Missionaries, for by his discretion, his meekness 
and humility, he in a manner compelled the admiration 
and secured the confidence of the revolutionists.
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* **
U p to this date, as.you have seen Most Honored Mother, 
our situation was most painful, but our trials increased 
from January 4, 1899, when the rupture between the F il­
ipinos and Americans took place. Thenceforward, the 
city was under the pressure of a rigorous blockade. Now it 
became impossible to procure provisions and other neces­
saries that had formerly been brought from Manila, and 
We were, moreover, cut off from all communication with 
Europe and even with the rest of the Archipelago; a 
grievous privation indeed, for it left us ignorant as to the 
fa te  of our sisters, and that of the Sons of Saint Vincent 
de Paul in all the other sections of the Province. W hilst 
this cross weighed upon us, we also wanted for bread, for 
which we substituted the famous morisqueta of the country. 
Add to this the constant anxiety in which our days were 
passed, and you may form some idea o f the extent of our 
sufferings.
About the end of August, it began to be rumored that 
the Americans were advancing towards our city. At this 
news, our hearts were divided between joy and fear; for if  
we rejoiced at the prospect of deliverance, we were also 
aware that to effect this, the Americans must resort to the 
destructive modes of warfare. W hat would become of us if 
our house,— if the city were fired? And whither would 
we go? These thoughts alternated in our mind, as the news 
was contradicted or confirmed, as conflicting reports are of­
ten spread in such times.
In  September we had the grief to witness the arrival, of 
eight hundred Spanish prisoners who, from the ill-fated 
hour in which they fell into the hands of the insurgents, 
had been led by the captors from city to city, amid count­
less hardships and privations: covered with rags, pale, 
languishing, and most of them seriously ill. A t Attone,
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we were scarce able to restrain our tears at the sight of the 
sad condition to which they were reduced. Scant as were 
our resources, 011 account of the blockade, to some we gave 
money, to the sick broth and meat, and to all the Miracu­
lous Medal. They received the Medal most gratefully thus 
manifesting their lively faith. We also strove to dispense 
spiritual alms among them, by encouraging th e re to  bear 
with resignation the heavy cross of their captivity. They 
were kept here until the end of December. But when the 
insurgents learned that the Americans were not far from 
our city, fearing lest they might set these poor prisoners at 
liberty, they sent them back to Tayabas, whence they had 
come. Among these eight hundred prisoners, one hundred 
and forty-five were barbarously massacred, after having 
been driven, hand-cuffed, through marches and counter 
inarches. Some few who found means to escape attributed 
their rescue to the protection of Our Lady, through the 
Miraculous Medal which we had given them.
The American troops, meanwhile, were steadily advan­
cing; when the insurgents realized the danger, they held 
a meeting wherein they concluded that resistance being of 
no avail, they must abandon the city and flee with their 
families to the interior of the Island. Although somewhat 
precipitate the departure was well-ordered. Our house 
and the seminary were soon besieged by insurgents who 
came to intrust to our keeping their little domestic treas­
ures. They compelled the Spaniards, the Provisor, and 
the religious, who had been confined in the public prison 
since the 29th of last September, to follow them. We 
were the only inhabitants that remained here, despite the 
stratagems of an insurgent official who would have com­
pelled us to go with the rest. I t  was the design of this 
man to have us all massacred.
On February 22nd, at 3 p. m., the Americans entered 
the city at five different points, without the discharge of a
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single musket. They were araazed at the courage we had 
evinced in remaining here. We offered our services. T he 
staff-officers came into the -house, whilst the sisters pro­
cured water for the soldiers who seemed greatly fatigued. 
The Americans assured us that no harm should befall usr 
that they would respect all religious Communities, and 
they thanked us for the confidence that we had manifested 
towards them. They occupied all the public buildings ex­
cept the church and the seminary*
On the following day, they set out in pursuit of the in­
surgents, Their chief aim was to deliver the Spanish pris­
oners and the religious. They succeeded and returned 
March 1st, bringing back these poor prisoners, who were 
set at liberty after a barbarous captivity of ten months. 
In  a few days, they embarked for Manila where they took 
passage for Spain.
Intimidated by the Americans, the Filipinos dared not 
return to the city, preferring to wander about in the ham­
lets and mountains of the vicinity. Gradually, however7 
recognizing the honest intentions and the amity of the 
Americans they ventured.
Nevertheless, the armed Filipinos commenced the gue­
rilla system of warfare, which they still carry on: endless 
plunder and assassination is their daily program.
** *
Here* Most Honored Mother, is the record of events in 
our city since September 19, 1898. Our present situation 
is gloomy enough, our horizen still very dark. The clouds 
began to gather in the hour that the Filipinos conceived 
the unfortunate idea of revolting against Spain, and we 
have almost reached the point beyond which it may be out 
of the question to remain here. The price of provisions 
is very high, for the locusts are making havoc in the 
fields of the rich Isla de los Negros, and the scarcity of
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domestic animals, as the cow and the carabaos, renders field 
labor impossible.
We have now fifty intern children and thirty extern. 
Circumstances oblige us to suppress the Normal School. 
W e hope that it may be re-organized through the protec­
tion of the American government.
Father Orriols made his visitation here in May. He 
gave us the annual Retreat. W e strove to celebrate the 
month of May with great solemnity, in thanksgiving to the 
Blessed Virgin for all the favors, obtained through her in ­
tercession, during the last two years so freighted with an­
guish and sorrow.
Be pleased, Most Honored Mother, to accept, etc.
S r . S a t u r n i n a  E s c a l o n a .
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D O C U M EN TS AND IN F O R M A T IO N .
15. FACULTY OF CELEBRATING IN  T H E  CHAPELS OF 
T H E  SISTERS OF C H A RITY  T H E  CEREMONIES OF T H E  
FEAST OF T H E  PU R IFIC A TIO N , OF ASH-W EDNESDAY, AND 
OF HOLY W E E K ,—S. C, R., JA N U A R Y  11, 1901: FOR 
F IV E  YEARS.
M o s t  H o l y  F a t h e r ,
Anthony F iat, Superior of the Congregation of the 
Mission, humbly prostrate at the feet of Y our Holiness^ 
solicits the extension of the faculty of celebrating in the 
churches or oratories of the Sisters of Charity, the sacred 
functions of Ash-Wednesday, of the feast of the Purifi­
cation of the Blessed V irgin, and of Holy Week, accord­
ing to the Memorial of the Rites of Benedict X I I I .
E t Deus.....
Congregation of the Mission and of the Sisters of Charity,
The Sacred Congregation of Rites, in virtue of the 
powers specially conceded to it by Our Holy Father,
B m e  P a t e r ,
Antonius Fiat, Superior generalis Congregationis Missionis, ad pedes 
S. Y. humillime provolutus facultatis prorogationem implorat, qua in 
Ecclesiisvel Oratoriis Domuum Filiarum Caritatis Sacrae Functiones ind ie  
Cinerum in festo Purificationis B. M. Y. e tin  Hebdomada maiori peragi 
queant juxta Memoriale Rituum Benedicti P. P XIII. Et Deus,...
Congregationis Missionis et Filiarum Caritatis.
Sacra Rituum Congregatio utendo facultatibus sibi specialiter a Sanctis-' 
simo Domino Nostro Leone Papa X III tributis expetitnm indultum adaliud 
proximum quinquennium benigne concessit: apprime servatis conditioni- 
bus et clausulis superiori Rescripto appositis. Contrariis nonobstantibus 
quibuscumque.
Die i i  Januarii 1901.
D. Card. F e r r a t a , Prcef.
Locus f  Sigiili,
D. P a n i c i , Archiep. Laodicen., Sect.
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Pope Leo X I I I . ,  grants with benevolence the faculty de­
sired, for a period of five years, on condition of observing 
the regulations and clauses of the preceding Rescript. 
All things to the contrary, notwithstanding.
January 11, 1901;
D .,  C a r d . F e r k a t a , Prefect.
(Place of the seal.)
■f D. P a n i c i , A r c h b p . of Laodicea, Secret.
16. The new liturgical Offices have been sent to all the 
houses of Missionaries. As it is customary for the chap­
lains of the sisters’ establishments to procure the new 
Masses directly from the secretariat of divers bishoprics, 
we shall await the orders of the sisters, before sending 
these Masses. The sisters will apply to the Treasurer 
of the Community, Rue duBac, for the copies they need. 
The request of the Missionaries must be addressed to the 
Procurator, 95 Rue de Sevres.
17. I t  has been asked, if, on the occasion of the Tri- 
d u u m  in honor of Blessed Francis Clet; for a biography 
of this M artyr, or for an account of the festival, his 
portrait could be procured.—Answer: Yes, we can procure 
it, as well as the other engravings in the Life of Blessed 
Clet, and in that of Blessed John Gabriel Perboyre. 1
1 For other engravings and views, photographs of which are sent to us, 
destined as pricelists, and to other publications, we can only, if so desired, 
charge ourselves with having them engraved or stereotyped.
10
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O U R D EA R  D E P A R T E D .
OUR MISSIONARIES :
Rev. Louis Parenti, Ferrara, Ita[y, Dec. 10, 1900; 83 years of age, 47 of 
vocation.
Rev Michel Peres, Madrid, Spain, Dec. 21, 1900; 72 years of age, 38 of 
vocation.
Rev. Elias Notteau, Paris, France, Dec. 24, 1900; 42 years of age, 15 of 
vocation.
Rev. Francis Valette, Toursainte, France, Dec. 28, 1900; 66 years of age, 
46 of vocation.
Rev, Marinus Alauzet, Lyons, France, Dec. 28, 1900; 76 years of age, 50 
of vocation.
Rev. Quintus Heou, China, 1900; 62 years of age, 37 of vocation.
Brother Anthony Lopez, Felgueiras, Portugal, Dec. 9, 1900; 78 years of 
age, 25 of vocation.
Rev. Dominic Ceo, Siena, Italy, Jan . 17, 1901: 62 years of age, 38 of 
vocation.
Brother Anthony Rigo, Madrid, Spain, Jan. 22, 1901; 23 years of age, 6 
of vocation.
Rev. Peter Kraemer, Vienna, Austria, Feb. 2, 1901; 74 years of age, 52 
of vocation.
Rev. Modestus Pirone, Savona, Italy, Jan. 11, 1901; 67 years of age, 49 
of vocation.
Rev. Etienne Foronyi, Neudorf, Austria, Feb. 4, 1901; 26 years of age, 8, 
of vocation.
Brother Gregory Angulo, cleric, Madrid, Spain, Feb. 18, 1901; 19 years 
of age, 4 of vocation.
Brother Anthony Rouchy, Cambrai, France, Feb. 19, 1901; 78 years of 
age, 51 of vocation.
OUR SISTERS:
Sr. Anna Raoult, Panama; 34, 12.
,, Amelia Jorquera, Copiapo, Chili; 23, 3.
,, Celine Soete, St. Georges de 1’Isle, France; 37, 10.
,, Josephine Villeneuve, Montolieu, France; 78, 53.
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Sr. Ma rie Martin, Paris ; 84, 37.
,, Elizabeth Rogue, Paris; 26, 5.
,, Catherine Rigail, Marianna, Brazil; 83, 63. 
r , Jane Jacquelin, Clichy, France; 69, 44.
,, Lazaretta Cailhe, Mother-House, Paris; 78, 59.
,, Marie Sinan, Constantinople; 80, 58 
,, Isabella Komorowska, Cracow; 84, 63.
,, Hermance Guillaudin, Algiers; 70,42.
,, Anne Tissot Rosset, Dieppe, France; 78, 59.
,, Catherine Sarrazin, Cuenca, Ecuador; 65, 42.
,, Sophie Dubois, Siena, Italy ; 73, 53.
j, Felicie Damelincourt, Compiegne, France; 80, 56.
,, Alice Van Geluwe, Lille, France; 34, 13.
,, Marie Triceo, Turin, Italy ; 26, 5.
,, Seraphina Armirotti, Turin, Italy ; 33,9.
,, Sophie Ellis, Torquay, England; 35, 10.
,, Marie Grouillon, Roubaix, France; 48, 25.
,, Marie Montagne, Clicby, France; 55, 33.
,, Marie Langevin, Bordeaux, France; 58, 31.
,, Theresa Mainerò, Grugliasco, Italy ; 69, 49.
,, Clemencia Goosens, Ans, Belgium; 72, 50.
,, Henrietta Derouck, Lille, France; 80, 48.
,, Margarita Codina, Madrid: 67, 37.
,, Raimunda Maquirriain, Burgos, Spain; 42, 20.
,, Antonia Casals, Valencia Spain ; 32, 10.
,, Josefa Echevarria, Orihuela, Spain; 72, 46.
,, Maria Rosaux, Madrid; 61, 35.
,, Francisca Belzunegui, Leganes, Spain; 35, 14.
,, Juana Languesa, Madrid, Spain; 69, 46.
7, Maria Gonzalez, Cadiz, Spain; 79, 51.
,, Josefa Monserrat, Valdemoro, Spain; 65, 42.
Victoria Lorez, Cordova, Spain; 61, 41.
7, Rita Gomez, Madrid; 25, 6.
,, Claudine Desinjean, Teppe, France; 69, 46.
,, Maria Sant, Avise, France; 24, 2.
,, Maria Luro, Panam a; 70, 47.
,, Julia Arlabosse, Moissac, France; 83, 56.
,, Polixene Bachelet, Vertus, France; 79, 53. 
n  Eugenia Deletang, St. Sulpice, France; 51, 32.
,, Anna Ciordano, Grugliasco, Italy ; 63, 35.
,, Marie Beretta, Grugliasco, Ita ly ; 66, 40.
Marie Adam, Mother-House, Paris; 36, 8.
,, Veronica Gautier, Rheims, France; 49, 19.
,, Marie Macardier, Clichy, France; 79, 55.
,, Vanda Niesiolowska, Cracow; 27, 5.
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Sr. Pilar Peon, Barcelona, Spain ; 57, 33.
Gertrude Senecic, Budapest, Hungary; 25, 2,
,, Jane Ambrosic, Ofen, Hungary; 32, 10.
,, Euphemia Sedillon, Turin; 69, 49.
,, Natividad Astillero, Gondes, Spain; 22, 3.
,, Juana Ugarte, Madrid; 28, 6 
,, Dolores Bolanos, Almeria, Spain; 21, 2.
,, Col eta de Ur re ta, Tolosa, Spain; 27, 4.
,, Manuela Chinestra. Madrid; 21, 2.
,, Tomassa Navarro, Toledo, Spain ; *78, 55.
,, Marie Grally, Blanc-Misseron, France; 43, 24.
,, Cecile Passîer, G raîz; 19, 1.
,, Francesca De Boni, Pescopagano, Italy; 50, 25.
,, Lucy Walsh, Lanark, Scotland; 69, 35.
„ Marie Deveze, Rouen, France; 82, 51.
,, Celina Piet, Argonne, France; 62, 39.
,, Marguerite Boursier, Naples; 57i 37.
„ Marie Téallier, Paris; 54, 28.
,, Jane Richard, Nantes, France; 70, 46.
,, Romana Grasset, Clichy, France ; 75,47.
,, Rosalie Cado, Château Y Evêque, France; 33, 13.
,; A n t o i n e t t e  Bocianowska, Lublin, Poland; 29, 6.
,, Eloisa Duarte, Quito, Ecuador; 23, 3.
,, Marie Araade, Panam a; 32, 10.
,, Theresa Imbs, W arsaw; 42, 18.
,, Marguerite Gcsinska, W arsaw; 84, 60.
,, Mary Stapleson, Bretherton, London; 25, 3 months.
,, Victoria Mordin, L’Hav, France; 79, 53.
,, Marie Sirat, Montolieu, France; 48, 27.
,, Theresa Toscher, Rakos Palota, Hungary; 41, 17.
,, Theresa De Vivo, Naples; 34, 5.
„ Vincenta Valero, Jativa, Spain; 69, 44.
„ Maria Serra, Valdemoro, Spain; 75, 53. 
u Anne Cheyron, C h zo u Is ,  France; 72, 48.
,, R o s e  Lemonnier, Naples; 82, 45.
,, Julie Descubes, Fontenay le Comte, France; 62, 38.
,, Caroline Podesta, Turin; 75, 56.
,, Elizabeth Collot, Rio, Brazil; 76, 51.
,,  R o s a l i e  Fourneyron, Hericy, France; 65, 41.
,, Marie Gettinger, Lankowitz, Austria; 62, 15.
,, Stanislawa Lukacevic, Hermannstadt, A ustria; 22, 5 
,, Elizabeth Trelut, Paris; 26, 3.
,, Josephine Papin, Panama; 55, 34.
,, Basiiisa Cavodevilla, Madrid; 23, 2 months.
,, Nicolasa Briones, Valdemoro, Spain; 78, 42.
154
Annals of the Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 8 [1901], No. 2, Art. 1
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol8/iss2/1
—  277 —
Sr. Anna Krusic, Budapest, Hungary; 34, 8.
,, Julia Delvigne, Santiago, Chili; 72, 49.
„ Valentine de Lambert, Mother-House, Paris; 30, 7.
,, Marie Dalquie, Lesparre, France; 52, 31.
,, Dolores Mas, Barcelona, Spain; 64, 44.
,, Margarita Bomin, Alicante, Spain, 26, 6.
,, Marie Esnal, Manila ; 60, 36.
„ Amelia Lamper, Hungary; 37, 15.
,, Victorine de Merve, Shang-hai, China; 76, 47.
,, Marie Benoit, Pernambuco, Brazil; 30, 8.
,, Paula Fabrer, Madrid.; 76, 54.
,, Margarita Garcia, Leganes, Spain; 42, 17.
,, Antonia Cuina, Asludillo, Spain; 36, 12.
,, Theophile Mikulowska, Juvisy, France; 90, 70.
,, Mariana Mercier, Mother-House, Paris; 67, 45.
,, Pauline Eon, Mother-House, Paris; 63, 42.
,, Eleonore Nowakowska, W arsaw; 93, 69.
,, Rafaela Estupinan, Madrid; ;49, 27.
,, Benita Barcena, Barcelona; 79,53.
,, Antonia Vail y Miralda, Madrid; 25, 3.
,, Rosalie Durand, Lyons; 62, 34.
,, Adele Basecle, Gand, Belgium; 74, 51.
,, Frances Geze, Toulouse, France; 38, 15.
,, Marie Struna, Laibach, Austria; 30, 8.
,, Amenaide Dutour, Cahors; 74, 50.
,, Marie Spiez, Mother-House, Paris; 50, 39.
,, Louisa Appiano, Siena, Italy ; 73, 46.
■ ,, Manuela Otaegui, Lerida, S pa in ; 30, 9.
,, Raimunda Duran, Almeria, Spain; 69, 45.
,, Frances Matousck, Laibach, Austria; 28, 4,
,, Anne Carriere, Chateay l ’Eveque, France; 24, 3.
,, Justina Clause, Metz, Lorraine; 26, 3.
,7 Anne Dlugolecka, Posen, Poland; 78, 57.
Marie Donoux, Libourne; 74, 49.
„  Josephine Cardot, Bordeaux, France; 85, 64.
,, Marguerite Julhiard, Nogent-le-Rotrou, France; 64, 45.
,, Claudine Clere, Clichy, France; 81, 62.
,, Alexis Coughlin; Baltimore, Md., U. S; 41, 18.
Raphael Creagh, New Orleans, La., ü .  S ; 31 2.
,, Mary Ellen Harding, Dearborn, Michigan, ü .  S ; 24, 2.
,, Dorores Gleason, Central-House, Emmitsburg, Md.; 61, 43. 
,, Mariana Flynn, Visitatrix, Los Angeles, Cal., U. S; 60, 41.
10*
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FA V O R S
ATTRIBUTED TO T H E  MIRACULOUS M EDAL.
Comachio. A conversion through the medium of a Lady 
of Charity (1899).
Province of Turin. Conversions followed by rectification 
of two marriages (1900 ).
Liguria. Conversion of a young woman in consumption, 
followed by the Baptism of her child, two years of age 
( 1900).
Province of Rome. Remarkable preservation in danger 
( 1900). Luigi I). S.
Wernout, Holland. Conversion of a Protestant (1895):
“The immediate result of this conversion was an increase 
of confidence in the efficacy of the Medal throughout the 
district. Not a week passes without a call at the Lazarists’ 
Seminary of W ernout, soliciting a Miraculous Medal. So 
great is the confidence of the people in the Blessed V irgin, 
that they willingly undertake a journey of three, four, or 
five hours, to procure at the ‘‘Fathers’’, the Medal which 
they so prize. In  the period of four years, more than 
2,000 Medals have been distributed in their parlor; and 
the narration of all the astonishing marks of the Immac­
ulate M a r y ’s protection, would fill a volume.— ’’William 
Meuffels.
Lyons. Two conversions ( 1900 ).
Chieri, Italy. A cure (1900).
— — Preservation in danger ( April, 1900). 
Cure of meningitis.
Madrid. Conversion and a cure ( April lo th  ).
Grirgenti. Preservation in an accident caused by light­
ning ( November 16, 1900 ).
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BLESSED JOHN GABRIEL PERBOYRE
IN  FAVOR OF T H E  MOST NEED Y  MISSIONS 
OF T H E  DOUBLE FA M ILY  OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL.
A young girl from Brittany, who had entered the Com- 
munity some months a^o, was seized with rheumatic pains 
so violent that she was obliged to remain in the infirmary 
confined to bed for three months; all remedies proving in­
effectual, we thought of sending her home to her family, as 
the climate of Paris did not seem to agree with her. How­
ever, a sister of the Seminary, a fervent client of Blessed 
Perboyre, suggested a novena in honor of the Martyr. 
This novena being submitted for my approval, I  heartily 
endorsed it, for it would have been very painful to dismiss 
this young person whose piety and devoted ness I  fully 
appreciated. Judge of our joy when, about the middle of 
the novena, the pains subsided, and shortly after, entirely 
disappeared. A second no vena followed, and the novice 
left the infirmary to resume her accustomed duty: dish­
washing, laundry work, sweeping, etc. The right arm 
however, remained somewhat stiff, but a third n oven a 
completed the cure. I t  is now eight months since we 
obtained this favor through the intercession of our Blessed 
M artyr; no symptom of the malady ever returned. I  am 
happy, therefore, Very Rev. Father, to fulfil the promise 
I  have made to inform you of the circumstance, if the 
cure was permanent; I can affirm that nothing could be 
more satisfactory. Thanks to Goo, and glory to our 
Blessed Martyr!
I  may add, that the novice who induced her companion
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to make a novena to Blessed Per boy re, was prompted by a 
sentiment of gratitude towards him to whom she had re­
course to obtain her diploma; having secured this favor in 
October, 1898, she promised to propagate devotion to him 
who had so graciously assisted her.
This fact, Rev. Father, I have wished to communicate 
to you, happv if this manifestation of our gratitude, may 
invest our Blessed M artyr with a new degree of glory.
Thank-offerings for conversions, cures, and other precious 
favors, both spiritual and temporal, constantly reach us; 
bearing witness to the confidence even/where reposed in our 
Blessed M artyrs, and to the gratitude of those who have 
experienced their powerful and efficacious intercession.
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BOOK NOTICES.
146. Compte rendu des fetes du Triduum à L'occasion de 
la béatification du bienheureux Francois Clet, Priest of the 
Congregation of (he Mission, ln-8 , 56 pp. Lille; Noël, 
publisher, 77, Rue Nationale, 1900.
To propose to a Christian people the heroic examples of the Apostles 
and Martyrs whether of the early Church or of our own time is the most 
efficacious means to awaken faith and zeal. These results followed the 
solemn celebrations of Loos in honor of our Blessed Martyr. The pam­
phlet contains the three panegyrics delivered before a favored audience, by 
Abbé Lecigne.
147. Life of the Very Bev. Felix de Andreis, C. M., first 
Superior of the Congregation of the Mission in the United 
States and Vicar Genera! of Lower Louisiana. St. Louis, 
Missouri, 1900, Herder, 17 South Broadw ay— One Vol. 
308 pp.
The Introduction to this biography was written by the Most Rev. J . J. 
Kain. the present Archbishop of St. Louis. The eminent prelate briefly 
setsforth how Mgr. Rosati, first Bishop of St. Louis, made the acquaintance 
of Father de Andreis, and how both devoted themselves to the same work. 
This book, he tells us must be profitable to every class of readers : I he 
clergy will see there the ideal priest, zealous, disinterested ; the mission­
ary will find consolation and encouragement in the exercise of his painful 
m inistry; religious will admire in Father de Andreis a model of perfect 
regularity, with exactitude to his holy Rules, even when the greatest dif­
ficulties rendered this observance almost impossible. The Life of this 
servant of G od  will inspire the laity  with a higher veneration for the 
priesthood, and a deeper sympathy for the priest who renounces all to 
devote himself to the salvation of souls.
This biography is the work of Very Rev. Francis Burlando of the Con­
gregation of the Mission, revised and enlarged.
Father Burlando’s primitive work published, 1861, in Baltimore, was 
the translation of a collection of Italian notes gathered by Mgr. Rosati, 
pupil of Father de Andreis, and Father Samaria of the Oratory at Turin. 
The latter book has never appeared in Italy owing to the death of Mgr.
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Rosati which delayed its publication. The life of the Missionary which is 
given in the present work is rendered more complete by his own letters 
which are often interspersed ; and his exalted virtues are attested by reli­
able witnesses. Mention is also made of several prodigies which occurred 
at his death.
Notice is, moreover, given in the work that researches are now being 
made in the dioceses of Rome and Placentia, where Father de Andreis 
dwelt, and these investigations will soon be extended to the United States.
148. Life o f Sister Mary Gonzaga Grace, of the Sisters 
of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, by Eleanor C. Donnelly, 
Philadelphia, 1900. One Vol. in-12, 334 pp. The por­
trait of Sister Gonzaga Grace is among- the illustrations.
W ith ease and grace of style the author brings to view the noble figure 
of Sister Gonzaga Grace, an ideal Sister of Charity and the glory of Phil­
adelphia, where for seventy-seven years she labored in the interest of the 
orphans.
Sr. Grace was born February 22, 1812, in Baltimore, of Protestant 
parents. Left an orphan at four years of age, little Ann was adopted by 
a Catholic young lady, Elizabeth Michel, who had her brought up in the 
Catholic religion, and took charge of her education.
At the age of fifteen, Ann Grace entered the Community of Mother 
Seton’s Sisters, at St. Joseph’s House, Emmitsburg, Maryland: where she 
had been for several years a pupil of the Academy; Sister Rose White 
was then Superioress.
Miss Donnelly tells us that facts speak for themselves in this biography, 
but it must be added that they are set forth in a pleasing style, most inter­
esting to the reader.
Sr. Grace died in 1897, in Philadelphia. A monument has been erected 
to her memory in that city : The Gonzaga Memorial A sylu m .
149. Manuel de la Asociacion de los Santos Angeles 
(Manual of the Association of the Holy Angels). Mexico 
1897. One Vol. in-32, 324 pp.
This valuable little book opens with a Preface or Dedication signed by 
Rev. Alphonse Moral, Priest of the Mission, and is addressed by him, as 
Director General, to all the members of the Association of the Holy 
Angels throughout the Republic of Mexico.
This Manual is printed in clear type, contains prayers and readings for 
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1 5 0 .  La Bandera de la Piireza al fin  del Sigh  (Under the 
Standard of Purity at the Glose of the Nineteenth Century), 
or a glance at the Association of the Children of M a r y  
Immaculate, by G. Charez, C. M ., Mexico, 1 9 0 0 .  One vol. 
in 1 8 .  1 6 7  p p
For more than thirty years the author has devoted himself to the inter* 
est of the Association of the Children of Ma r y , which, like that of the 
Ladies of Charity, is most flourishing in Mexico, and has become one of 
the strongest supports of Christian piety in that Republic.
Total: 322 branches of the Association, comprising 26, 422 members. 
One may conceive an idea of the beauty of this magnificent legion of fer­
vent souls all enlisted under the banner of the Virgin Immaculate, labor­
ing earnestly for their own sanctification, whilst striving to extend the 
Kingdom of G o d . H o w  precious must be the results achieved by the Chil­
dren of M a r y  !
151. Trois Meditations sur le bienheureux Jean-Charles 
Camay, martyred in Tonkin, September 20, 1837. (by 
P ev . G. Dévissé, C. M). Poitiers, 1901, In-8,
This pamphlet will aid the youthful students of the Seminary of Poitiers 
to gather the heritage of piety and devotedness bequeathed by their val­
iant and holy predecessor.
152. Three members of the Congregation of the Mission were sent by 
Father Bonnet, Superior General in 1723 to the Abbey de Fontgombault, 
where they remained but for a brief period—ten years; the Seminary nev-  ^
er having been very flourishing. After 1751, the Lazarists were there only 
as Missionaries. These facts are mentioned in the Histoire de V abbaye de 
Notre Dame de Fontgombault, published by Abbé Bellouard. In-12. Oudin 
Paris, 1 89.
153. AU will read with interest Un Recteur de V TJniversite de P aris au 
quinzième siecle. Jehan Playette et les fondations qu'il institua. Notice 
Biographical and Historical by Mr. Charles Pluyette. In-8. 124 pp. Paris, 
Honoré Champion, Publisher, 9 Voltaire Wharf, 1900.
After having been Rector of the University and Pro visor of the College 
of Navarre, John Pluyette, about 1445, became Principal of the College 
des Bons-Enfants-Saint-Victor, which, in 1624, was made over to Saint 
Vincent to become the Cradle of the Congregation of the Mission. Hence, 
this Notice furnishes details that must be interesting to the members of said 
Congregation.
Notably there will be found, besides the plans of the Gate Saint-Victor 
and of that section in the fifteenth century, in 1615 and in 1717, Chapter 
I I I : Origin of the College des Bons-Enfants and the Pluyette foundations
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Chapter V : History cf the College Pluyette foundations until the Revolu­
tion ( Origin and development of the Congregation and of the College, 
contentions with the University ) ; and finally Chapter V I  : History since 
the Revolution (Sale  of the b u i l d i n g s  of the-ancient .College des-Bons- 
Enfants, etc ).
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ABBEY OF FOiNTGOMBAULT (INDRE-)
Copy taken from Saint Vincent de Paul, by A. Loth; published by Dumoulin.
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